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Compton Airport Plays Vital Role in Economy

By BURTON W. CHACE
County Supervisor

Los Angeles County ful-
fills many roles which set
the tempo for a well-bal-
anced economy and for the
general well-being of its resi-
dents

Such a role is being played |

by the county’'s Compton
Airport development, a 85
million project which will
provide landing and hangar
space for 50 privately owned
airplanes

The facility is one of four
such airports in the county
which provides the small
businessman or “weekend
pilot” with suitable accom-
modations. Such diversified
projects go a long way to-
ward stabiliing the county’s
tax base and encouraging
business.
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THE COMPTON Airport
has been in operation since
1924 and, at one time, was
independently owned. On
the death of the operator
the county acquired the air
port because of the key role
it plays in the overall
economy and for its value
to those who use it during
leisure time

I was involved in the fight
to win matching federal
funds to pay for a three.
phase redevelopment pro-
gram to bring the facility up
to the caliber needed in that
area. The airport serves the
south section of the county

The project is now in its
second stage of improve-
ments on the site at Alondra
Boulevard at Wilmington
Avenue
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THE MAJOR improvement
will be a $500,000 FAA-ap
proved safety control tower
Work on the total project
will be completed within
about another year

Three Win
Parnelli
Trophies

Three employes at Vel's
Parnelli Jones Ford in Tor-
rance have received the first
“Parnelli” awards for “Out.
standing Achievement ln
Human Relations.”

Dick Trimingham of !h:
sales department, Jim Cooke
of the service department
and Mona Tilk of the office
staff were selected by their
fellow employes to receive
the awards on the basis of
displaying the greatest cour-
tesy and cooperation to cus-
tomers and colleagues

Each of the winners re-
ceived a “Parnelli” trophy
with a small gold racing car
mounted on a pedestal. This
program was initiated, ac-
cording to Richard Steffans
the new general manager
“as part of our continuing
program at Vel's- Parnelli
Jones Ford to render the
greatest service possible to
residents of the area.”
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IN ADDITION to the in-
dividual trophies, the win.
ners' names have been in-
scribed on a large trophy
that is on permanent display
at the dealership

Vel and Parnelli are well
aware that all dealerships
reward employes for meet-
ing sales objectives, But as
far as they know, this marks
the first time that a dealer-
ship has rewarded employes
who go out of their way to
be extra-courteous to custo
mers and associates

The three October win
ners are now eligible for
quarterly prizes such as free
trips, clothing, and cash
awards

Vel's-Parnelli
is located at
thorne Blvd
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Plans and specifications
for additional storm drain
facilities serving the Car
son area have been approv-|
ed [

Bids are due to be opened|
Dec. 6 in the offices of
County Flood Control Dis-|
trict Chief Engineer Walter |
J. Wood. Award of contract|
is scheduled about 10 days
later y

It will call for construe
tion of project No. 1201 and
a lateral drain below Car
riagedale Drive,

Continuation of Cmmly’s

Immunization Program Set

Pre-school immunization
of children against commu-
nicable diseases will be con-
tinued for another year, Su-
pervisor Burton W,

THE COUNTY Health De-
partment is continuing its
surveillance of Asian flu in-
cidence so it can be fully

New, modern hangars
have been erected and are
in use. Sometime this month,
all fences and walls around
the six-block long airfield

This is another example
of how government and
private enterprise — the
owners and operators of
small business and pleasure

The program is ocaducted
each year, beginning in the
fall and running through the
spring. Absentee reports in

In this way, the depart-
ment has its finger on the
pulse of the flu incidence. If

it threatens to reach epidem-

of $327,704
“More than three millio|

the federally subsidized im-
munization project at a cost

n
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