NEW POST . . . Lloyd

Pettengill, president of
Better Foods, Inc., has
been elected treasurer of
the Southern California |
Grocers Association. Yosh |
Inadomi, president of |
JonSon’s Markets, is the
association’s president,

Law in

PRI ¢ |

How good is a govern-|
ment contract if the govern-|
ment wants to break it? |

In Colonial days the Eng-|
Ush king had granted a!
Board or trustees a charter|
for a college in New Hamp~
shire to run it themselves, |
and, when a vacancy occur-|
red, to name another trust.|
ee.

New Hampshire took over
the king's power after the|
Revolution. Fifty years after
Dartmouth College's found-

+ ing, its lawyer came to the
U.S. Supreme Court to com-|
plain that New Hampshire
had voided the king's char-
ter, firing Dartmouth'’s trust.
ees.

“Could the state do this?"
he asked.

. ..

WELL, the American law-
makers could do what the
king could once have done
before the Revolution. But|
could he have broken his|
contract? The new Constitu- |
tion had said that the gov- |
érnment could not “impair |
the obligation of contract.”|
But was the king's chlrler

[ contract? Yes, said lhef

preme Court,

. If so, was New Hampshire

. bound to a contract it did
not like? Yes, said the U. S.
Supreme Court. if so, what
Injury could the trustees
claim to have suffered if
Dartmouth was taken from
them?

. What did Chief Justice
Marshall's court say?

THE KING'S charter was
binding on the state. The
state injured a trustee who
held a position of honor
when the state fired him
without cause. And so the
Supreme Court said the
state could not take over the|
college, ;

What the Court said of |

* one state contract, the peo-
ple could expect it to say|
for all state contracts. You
simply can't do business
with states which don't live
up to their contracts. If
state lawmakers could can-
cel their contracts with pri-
vate persons at will.then no-
body could do business with|
them. The decision that a|
contract bound a state was
a lift to everybody, At the|
time, some people growled
that Chief Justice Marshall,
who wrote the decision, had
robbed the states of their
sovereignty, but most felt

« the decision was a good one.

B7s Send
Delegation

To Council

The B7 class at Alexan-
der Fleming Junior High
has selected its representa.
tives for the Student Coun.
cil,

They are Lori Adams,
Nancy Brown, Mike Costa,
Donald Nichols, James For-
diani, Lisa Gwin, Ricky Hau-
ser, Scott Wiggington, Kar-
en Key, Marla Martin, Grace
Marumoto, Ronda Combs,
Dean Wada, Christy Pavich,

R Marta Rordiguez, and Shery!

Stevens,
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