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Lago di Como, Italy, is the

warm and sunny blue sky,
blue lake country where
Italians come in the sum-
mer, (Leaving sweltering
Rome to the North Ameri-
can tourists) The green
hills rise steeply, antique
brown villages tucked in the
crevices. On the northern
skyline you can see the
Alps, snow-capped and shin-
ing in the sun.

Only five in a hundred
tourists are American, but
plenty are French. (Proving
that the food is good and
the price is right) Good
hotels. Modest pensions.
Dozens of lakefront camp
sites where you pay a small
fee,

Every village has a ter-
race fronting on the lake.
And in the fine evenings—
(it's shirt sleeve weather)—
you sit with caffe expresso.
Watching the boats, all
strung with colored lights,
skim slowly by,

The elegant hotel is the
Valla d’Este, built in 1568
by an Italian Cardinal. An
English Queen improved it
-—a great stone and marble
palace, The bedrooms are
hung with chandeliers from
15-foot ceilings, and great
French windows open on
the lake. It has the grand-
est grounds and gardens |
have ever seen

Expensive. (And by that |
mean New York prices—$25
double is about minimum,
and the dry martini is $1.60
a smash) They have the
best could brochure in Eu-
rope and they send it air-
mail. Address Jean Salva-
dore, Villa d'Este, Cernob-
bio, Lago de Como, Italy.

. ..

“We hear so much about
drinking water in Europe,
we have some misgivings.”

You can get bottled water
all over Europe. Evian in
France, Solares in Spain
Fiuggi in Italy — the label
carries 3 recommendation
from Michelangelo.

Americans who live in
Europe drink tap water.
Possibly avoiding it in very
small villages where they
don’t know the source. The
water here comes from the
mountains, and I've been
drinking it.

It isn't the custom in Eu-
rope for ‘restaurants to
serve water as we do. You
order water as you do wine,
But it's custom, not hy-
giene, The Europeon who

NN

orders bottled water at (he.
table goes to his room a d
drinks from the tap.
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“We have read that you|
are sometimes charged a
fee called ‘corkage’ if you
have your own liquor and
have drinks in your room."”|

Maybe so, but so far I've
never run into it. Drinks in
Europe are expensive
Scotch and water always
seem to go for $1 to $2 a
pop.

I don't know why. I buy
my own bottle in grocery!
stores. The price is lower
than the US. or England -
$4 for Scotch in Germany,
$5 in Switzerland, $3.70 in|
Italy, I
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There's a wide range on
American cigarettes — 70
cents in England, 50 cents
in France, 80 cents in llal_\'.|
$1 in Greece. Good place to
load up is Switzerland.I had
cartons across the frontier

.

“We hope at last we can
make a trip to Europe, and
it MUST be on a budget. . "

The prime rule is to move
as SELDOM as possible.|
Each move is a killer—I'm
an example. Two adults,
three children. Six pieces of
baggage, typewriter, cos-
metic case, three flight
bags.

Now — ijt's a mimimum
$1.50 each time they move
those six bags Out of a ho-
tel. Into a train or plane
Out of train or plane. Into
another hotel. That's $6 go
ing against me for a starter

Besides this, you have
maids to tip. Concierges
gets a little, Taxis get you
You lose a little each time
again when you change it
for the next country.

You can save money on

the package tour. You buy
it in one payment, and your
tour director does the tip
ping, pays the taxi, moves
the baggage. It ties you to
a schedule, but it is cheap-
er than going it on your
own.
European restaurants have
fixed price menus—cheaper
that a la carte. Colal wines
and brandies are much less
expensive than imported
liquors. You have to experi-
ment, but there are local
cigarettes like your expen
sive American brands. Ex.
ample: Sintras or Estorils
in Portugal. I can't ell the
in Portugal, 1 can't tell the
types,

Elderly Veterans May |
Qualify for Pensions !

Needy veterans with war-
time service who are 65
years of age or older may
qualify for a Veterans Ad-
ministration disability pen.
sion without proving a spe-
cific disability, Mort Web-
ster, manager of the VA re.
gional office in Los Angeles,
said today,

For pension purposes, war-
time veterans are consider-
ed by law to be totally and
permanently disabled at age
65

This makes such veterans
eligible for pensions at the
rates authorized for other
needy veterans who are to-
tally and permanently dis.
abled from causes unrelated
to military service

Employes

Honored

Four local employes of the
McDonnell - Douglas  Astro-
nautics Co. have been hon
ored for outstanding service
under the firm's Value in
Performance (VIP) program

They are Helen Barge
20111 Donora Ave; J. M
Neill, 3410 W, 227th St;
W. H. Harvey, 20623 Vista
Drive; and C. B, Schlerf,
2855 Monerey St

At a special quarterly
ceremonies, the employes
were congratulated for their
performances and were pre-
sented citations by C. R
Able, chairman and chief of-
ficer for McDonnell-Douglas
Astronautics. They also re
ceived gold pen and pencil
sets and special “C" for
citation pins

CURRENTLY, a veteran
without dependents must|
have an annual income u!'
less than $1,800 to be eligi-|
ble for a pension, Webster |
said, The limit for veterans|
with dependents is $3,000. |

However, under a law/|
signed recently by President
Johnson, beginning Jan. 1,
1968, all income limits are
to be Increased $200 a year
and most payments will be
increased under a scale com
puted by $100 income incre- |
ments,

Today, veterans without |
dependents receive monthly |
pensions ranging from SI(N*
a month (for incomes uuder!
$600 annually) to 845
month (for incomes rlngm;,
between $1,200 and $1,800). |

. . |

FOR VETERANS with one |
or more dependents, |
pensions are from $119 al
month (for an annual in-|
come under $1,000) to $50|
a month (for incomes be-|
tween $2,000 and $2,000)

Under a law signed by|
President Johnson last sum-
mer, the Vietnam era (after |

Aug. 4, 1964) is considered
wartime service for non-
service-connected disability
Pension purposes

Veterans interested in|
more information should
contact their nearest VA of
fice. Webster said they
should keep in mind that
pension benefits are not re-
lated in any way to compen- |
sation to which a veteran|
may be entitled for disabil-|

ity relating to his mllllul\
service,

No income limits apply ln
compensation payments,
Webster said I
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