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City Could Save Renewal Costs, Opponent Charges

Reports that the city spent|banded at the time the peti-

$60,000 needlessly on interest
charges on cash borrowed

for the Meadow Park rede-

velopment program ca m e|OUtstanding bonded indebted- The
about only because the City{ness and if unanimous con- signed five days later,
Council refused to permit a|sent of the agency members|Sept. 26, 1967.

referendum on the matter, it|is Obtained,
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redress of gnevam:es Wat-
kins labels urban renewal a
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federal

“THERE WAS no bonded|cil should consider a vote of Watkins said.
tions were submitted last fall.|indebtedness at the time the|the people against the agency’our Constitution are devoted
from the federal government| Statutes permit the disband-|ACT petitions were turned in|as a mandate and disband it.[to the specific aim of pro-
ing of the agency if it has nojon Sept. 21, 1967,” he said.|They have sought a court or-|tecting our right to own prop-
contract was der to put the issue on the|erty and to be secure in that
ownership. Urban renewal ig-
“An American's home is|nores all of this.’
i Watkins said the City Coun-'supposed to be his castle,”

on|ballot.

Citing California Constitu-

“Portions of tion provisions of

grievance,

S “We feel we have the right
right of{to redress,” he said.
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was charged here this week.

Earl Watkins, of 5217 Car-
son St, who was active in
obtaining signatures on the
petition seeking to force a
vote on disbanding of the
Torrance Redevelopment
Agency, issued his rebuttal
to the report from Lawrence
P. Irwin, deputy executive di-
rector of the local agency,
who told the City Council ear-
lier this month that threaten-
ed litigation forced the city
to borrow the funds at less
favorable rates,

“If the City Council had
been honest with the Tor-
rance voters on this program
and let the issue come to a
vote, there would have been
no waste of money at all,”
Watkins claimed.
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“ACTIVE CITIZENS of Tor-
rance (ACT) circulated and
qualified its initiative peti-
tion to repeal the ordmance
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agency because they felt Tor-
rance taxpayers had a right
to vote on an issue as vital as
the Meadow Park Project,”
he said.

Watkins charged that the
seven-member redevelopment
agency, whose membership is
made up of seven city coun-
cilmen, has been given. “al-
most carte blanc.”

It has the authority to allo-
cate bonds without voter
approval; it has jurisdiction
throughout the entire
city, not just withm the proj-
ect area; it can acquire real

property under the power of| -

eminent domain, and become
more powerful than our
elected officials.”

L L L

HE SAID the agency, how-
ever, is not subject to the will
of the people. He said fur-
ther that the agency takes
property off the tax rolls and
then maintains its ~control
over the property for a pe-
riod of 40 years,

“If this is a project and a
community where ‘home rule’
is to be maintained, then we
as local taxpayers should be
allowed the right to vote on
the issue,” Watkins said.

Watkins and others who
have opposed the Meadow
Park program insist that the
agency could have been dis-
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