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By Terrence O’Flaherty

“How did Phyllls Diller
begin or has she always
been this way?”

Most people think she ap-
suddenly in a puff of

smoke. Actually she was mar-
ried, with five children, and
working as a press agent for
radio station KROW in Oak-|'
land, Calif, in 1952 when a
bit part in an amateurish San
Francisco revue called “The
Poets Follies” gave her the
performing bug. She never
recovered, Neither did the au-

dience.
. L .

“This week I saw an old
Bela Lugosi movie on TV.
Is he still alive?”

No. He died in 1956 at the
age of 74, proving that old

vampires do indeed die but|as I recall.

. never quite fade away on tele-

vision.
L L L

“Will Bea Benaderet’s ill-
ness keep her from her role
n ‘Petticoat Junction’?”

The plucky veteran is cur-
rently undergoing special
treatment at Stanford Univer-
sity Medical Center to arrest
an inoperable case of cancer
of the lung. Several sequences
have already been filmed
without her and she will be
absent from the episodes seen
from March until the series
closes for summer. The suc-
cess of her treatments will de-
termine whether or not she
returns when the new season
filming begins in July. Last
week she sent a note to the
studio, “Don’t give away my
parking place. I'll be back.”
And everyone hopen it's true.

“What happened to the
annual Sour Apple Award
given by Hollywood's
women reporters to the
year’s most uncooperative
actor and actress?”

It was abandoned this year
because almost all stars today
are uncooperative according
to one lady of the press, (One
of the award winners, Bobby

the core anyway.) It was first
intended as an insiders’ joke
and the winners took it good-
naturedly. When Frank Sina-
tra wasn’'t nominated for it
one year he wired the club to
find out why he had been
overlooked. Now that it’s fash-
jonable to be reluctant like
‘no-stars” Julie Christie and
Steve McQueen, the award
was meaningless.
L L] .

“When was the Franken-
stein movie made with Boris
Karloff in the title role?”

1t was made in 1930 but
Karloff never played the title
role. He portrayed the mon-
ster who was sewed together
by Dr. Frankenstein, the care-
less scientist who did a rather
bad stitching job on the neck

L ] L
“Is Conn!e Francis the

daughter of the old screen
star Kay Francis?”

No. The name Francis is a
stage name for both Connie
Franconero and Kay Gibbs.

“When I was a girl in the
flaming Twenties, Colleen
Moore was my favorite ac-
tress. Does anyone know
what became of her?”

She is the widow of Homer
Hargrove, a Chicago broker.
and currently writing her
memoirs of early Hollywood.
She looks great and her hair
is still*bobbed. She says the
wild stories of early Holly-
wood were myths from the
studio publicity departments.
. L L

“The movie pages are
filled with claims that such
and such picture attracted
the largest audience in the
theatre’s history or ‘broke
all records’ at the box of-
fice, but isn’t it strange that
it’s always the current at-
traction?”

No. With the increased pop-
ulation and the spiraling dol-
lar, the latest film will always!
have the jump on the ones
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