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supervisors’ action in May is
only a technical step ueces-
sary before they can begin
paring down the annual
spending bill; When théy ac-
cept the preliminary budget,
supervisors are only authoriz-
ing the publication of the bill
s0 the publjc can study it.
And that’s just what the
budget is at this stage—a pro-
posal made by the ‘county’s
Chief Administrative Officer.
This! year the CAO pro-
posed & $1.38 billion spending
measure, which in my judge-|
ment, 'is totally unrealistic,
but it by no-means has been
approved—not by a long shot.
L] . L

THE PROPOSED budget is
being studied by each of the
five supervisors, who will de-
termine  where they believe
cuts should and must be made
to keep the tax rate as low as
possible. Then, supervisors
will begin pubhc hearings|
June 10 to hear any cuts citi-
zens believe should be made.
For an indication of what is
done to the budget at these
hearings, let's look back to
last year when supervisors
also faced a preliminary
budget of record proportions.

In more than two weeks of
intensive meeting and trim-
ming, budget cuts of $17.5
million were produced. In-
cluded in these were the elim-
ination of 201 staff positions
and severe cutbacks in the
county exploitation fund, both
made on my meotion.

My opposition to a proposed
$2.5 million subsidy to the
Rapid Transit District also
helped keep that item out of
the budget. (It is my position
that the property taxpayer
should not have to share the
load of supporting a rapid'
transit system.)
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ALTHOUGH 1 did not agree

, with many of the items left in
the final $1,26 billion budget
for 1987-68, I was outvoted on
these issues. 1 did feel, how-
ever, the budget had been cut
as much- as possible without
affecting county services.

That's how it unfolded last
year, and that's probably what
will happen this year. Super-
visors may match or even sur-
pass the budget cutting this
year, what with the growing
concern over the burden
placed on the small property
owner,

As | see it, the 1968-69 pro-
posed budget does not take a
realistic view of the problems
already faced by the property
owner. Instead of providing
needed relief, it calls for a 25-
cent tax increase.

I am not alone in my pledge
to make as many cuts as are
called for, since other super-
visors share my concern, We
agree that the final budget—
which won’t be adopted until
late in.June-~should include
only critical and u:(ont items.

L] -

ONE BUDGET item which
grows fantastically every year
—and over which hte county
has little control—-is welfare
costs,

THe welfare programs are
mandated by the state ‘and
federal governments, and
counties are forced to com-.
ply. Certainly an effective
program to aid the under-
privileged {& necessary, but
the “bill for this program
should not be handed to the
property owner.

And that's just what the
state is doing, It tells the
countyhowhopeuto its wel-
fare program -and sets the
nmdnrd- The cou m\m
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