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One way of rating the qual-
ity of a college or university
is to count the men on its
staff who hold their doctorate
degree, I, for one, don’t com-
pletely discount this measure
of a school’s worth, but there
are many better methods.
Nevertheless, a Ph.D. still
stands as one of the most
sought after degrees in col-
lege recruiting.

It was only 107 years ago
this month that Yale gave
the first American Ph.D, but
until the beginning of the
First World War the majority
of young Americans who as-
pired to be scholars or scien-
tists when abroad to study,
chiefly to Germany. There
they learned about the vital
significance of research, a
function which American col-
leges had all but ignored un-
til well after the Civil War.

Research has such fabulous
prestige today that people
generally believe that it has
deep roots in American uni-
versities, but the fact is that
it did not begin to be recog-
nized as significant, never
mind essential, until the
opening or Johns Hopkins
University in 1876.
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THAT SAME YEAR, the!
United States celebrated its
first 100 years as a nation,
and one of the writers of an
article in a series reviewing
the state of American affairs
observed that the United
States had not at that time a
single scientist of first rank.
Another writer reported that
only -one American journal
devoted to pure science had
yet been established, and one
of the few Harvard professors
who undertook research told
President Eliot (of Harvard)
that he had to write up his
findings for publication in a
German chemical journal if
he wanted them published at
all,

In short, research had low
status and scant support in
this country. The great major-
ity of American professors
and administrators at the
time agreed with Benjamin
Jowett, the famous headmas-
ter of Balliol College, Oxford,
who scoffed: “Research! A
mere excuse for idleness; it
never achieved, and never
will achieve, any results of
the slightest value.”
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JOHNS HOPKINS, Chicago,

established universities com-
batted this short-sighted
point - of view; and so did
older institutions on the east-
ern seaboard. As late as 1909,
however, a scientist wrote
about the University of Min-
nesota that “the regents gen-
erally regarded science as a
private fad of a professor,
like collecting etchings or
playing the piano, and they
rarely interferred with it so
long as he . . . did not ask
for money.”

Today, in contrast, money
for research flows into col-
leges and universities in such
colossal quantities from foun-
dations, government, and in-
dustry that research threat-
ens to swamp the no-less-im-
portant teaching function.

Today, through fundamen-
tal research, our colleges and
universities produce the bulk
of the new basic knowledge
needed for understanding the
universe and man and for im-
proving the standard of liv-
ing. As I indicated earlier, the
United States once lagged far
behind in research and pro-
ductivity; but it now has a
firm grip on first place in
both the physical and biologi-
cal sciences.
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DURING THE first decade
of this century, only one
American won a Nobel prize
in these fields; but during the
half decade of 1951-56, Amer-
icans won eighteen, Britons
six, and Germans four. The
United States has acquired
more Nobel laureates in sci-
ence since their inauguration,
in fact, than any other nation
and twelve times as many as
Russia,

In a recent article in ‘Sci-
ence,’ further, a member of
the staff of the National Sci-
ence Foundation reports an
extensiye 'study of European
biology and predicts that
American leadership In that
and other scientific subjects
will continue because of our
superior methods of univer-
sity organization.

Whether or not his judg-
ment will stand the test of
time, American institutions of
higher education have made
brilliant progress since the
opening of Johns Hopkins
University eighty-five years
ago. It constitutes one of their
most valuable assets and also
helps account for their high
reputation both nutlonally
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and internationally.

Supervisor Burton W. Chace
has endorsed a proposed state
constitutional amendment
which would reduce the exist-
ing property tax by approxi-
mately 50 per cent.

The proposal, which phases
out school and welfare costs
from the property tax, was
backed by Chace and other
supervisors last week. <

“The people should enthus-
jastically endorse this pro-
posed amendment,” Chace
told fellow supervisors as he
urged support for the bill.
“There is not only a need to
cut taxes but a need to shift
some of the burden of sup-
porting government off the
property taxpayer.”
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THE AMENDMENT, which
has the full endorsement of
County Assessor Philip E.
Watson, calls for elimination
of welfare and school taxes
from the property tax at the
rate of 20 per cent a year for
the next five years.

In addition, it would re-
strict the property tax ceiling
to 1 per cent of the market
value of property for “prop-
erty related” services, such as
sheriff and fire protection.

“This amendment would
provide meaningful property
tax relief by reducing the
existing property tax burden

TRW Director

Slates Lecture

“Technology and the” Peo-
ple Problems” will be the
subject of a free public lec-
turq by George E. Parsons
Jr,, director of Urban Sys-
tems of Redondo Beach, April
17 at 8 pm. in USC's Olin
fHall of Engineering,

Chace to Support Plan
To Limit Property Tax

approximately 50 per cent,”
Chace pointed out.

“THERE IS no valid reason
why the entire burden of wel-
fare and education should be
placed on the property own-
er,” Chace said. “Other
sources of taxation for these
services must be developed
by the State Legislature.”

Petitions calling for place-
ment of the proposed amend-
ment on the statewide ballot
are being circulated.

Work Set
On Part of

Sepulveda

Supervisor Burton W. Chace
has stated that the County
Board of Supervisors adopted
a resolution April 9 declaring
Sepulveda Boulevard between
Avalon Boulevard and Wilm-
ington Avenue, lying within
the City of Carson, to be part
of the County System of High-
ways

Chace said that jurisdiction
over this property is required
in order for the county to
construct improvements, Up-
on completion of the improve.
ments, jurisdiction will revert
to the city of Carson.

The supervisor said the im-
provements of this section of
Sepulveda Boulevard was pro-
grammed by the county prior
to the recent incorporation of
the city of Carson,

The project, which is set
for the start of construction
this summer, will consist of
reconstructing and widening
this section of Sepulveda Bou-
levard to provide a four-lane,
fully curbed and divided

highway.




