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Supervisors Back Merit Plan to Appoint Judges
people. We must make sureiments to the merit plan: 
behind-the-door Bar Associa-   Citizen members

By KENNETH HAHN
County Suptrvlior

Our courts and system of tion politics are not substi 
Justice safeguard our basic tuted for partisan politics, 
liberties.

That's why it's essential Of Courts, the Los Angeles

should be increased from two that the Judicial Council nominees to the Grand Jury).

.:."$ naming judges. The judiciary has supported thees amend-

to three, providing a total of make the appointment in the

the Governor fails to do so the commissions should be was not re-elected. (This will 
Citizen membership within 30 days should provide made public (as we do with prevent "lame-duck" appoint

On my motion as chairman seven commissioners.
  A section authorizing the

event the Lieutenant Gover-

should not be used for politi- 
cal patronage.

At present California judges 
are appointed solely at the 
discretion of. the governor.

The appointment is virtually 
for life. Few attorneys ex- 
cept rare cases will try to 
unseat a judge in an election. 

fee doesn't .win. he may 
have to appear before that 
judge to plead a case in the 
future.)

FOR EXAMPLE, only 10 of 
the 247 incumbent superior 
and municipal court judges in 
Los Angeles County are op­ 
posed in this June's election.

To eliminate politics from 
Judicial appointments, Gov 
ernor Reagan, the State Judi- 
Bar Association recently pro­ 
posed a merit plan for selec­ 
tion. It is now before the 
State Legislature.

It would establish commis­ 
sions to screen potential judi­ 
cial candidates and submit 
nominees to the governor.

I commend this effort, but 
I don't think it is strong 
enough.

    »
AS PROPOSED, the six- 

mem b e r commissions are 
dominated by attorneys ap­ 
pointed by the State Bar and 
judges. Each commission 
would be made up of two 
judges, two attorneys (ap­ 
pointed by the State Bar), and 
two citizens appointed by the 
Governor.

The courts belong to the

point judges to vacancies if mitted to the Governor by natorial election in which he ed.

  A Governor should be 
prohibited from appointing

nor does not within 30 days, judges during that part of his tion in insuring the best-
Uames of candidate sub- term which follows a guber

ments.)'
With these changes, I think 

California can lead the na

qualified judges are appoint
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College Plans 
Career Day

Carson High School stu­ 
dents will be among those 
from six harbor area high 
schools Invited to attend the 
Occupational Information Day 
Program to be held April 18 
in Seahawk Center, Harbor 
Junior College. Students at 
the college may also attend.

Robert Betts, head counse­ 
lor at Carson High, is a mean 
ber of the planning commit­ 
tee for the event.
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