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Christmas Contest 
Winners Selected

NOVELTY WINNER . . . This scene at the home of 
Walter D. Cranee, 20011 Bellemnre, was selected for 
flnt prise in the annual Chrlntma* decorations con­ 
test sponsored by the Torrance Junior Chamber of

Commerce. The display is lighted each night between 
3:15 and 10:30. It required three weeks to complete, 
Crancc told the Press-Herald.

(Press-Herald Photo)

HIGHWAY PATROLMAN

Officer Killed; Suspect Arrested
An electronics worker. cip-|E. Pacifk Coast Hwy., after nesday" and armed himself

tared in Lonuta Wednesday!an intensive manhunt. He is with several guns A South
after he allegedly shot and suspected of shooting I'atrol-jG.ite minister who had coun
killed a Highway Patrol of- 
fker, is reported in good con­ 
dition at the prison ward of 
Lot Angeles County General 
Hospital.

Twenty - eight   year- old 
Thomas Eugene Spychala was 
arrested at R&B Drugs, 2171

man Merle l.cc Andrews. 39, selled Spychala. said the sus

Spychala had told the min­ 
ister he intended to -break 
traffic rules until stopped by 
a policeman. He warned that

a few hours earlier in Rolling'pert "had this thing aboutjhe would then shoot the of

11

Workman 
Injured; 
Power Cut

A 47   year - old workman 
sustained severe burns about! 
his face and hands Friday; 
morning when he accident­ 
ally grounded a 16,000 volt 
conductor in a Southern Cali­ 
fornia Edison Co. substation

Thomas Coleman, of Haw 
thorne. was taken to South 
Bay Hospital following the 
accident, which occurred at 
the Edison Co. substation at 
Pacific Coast Highway and 
Beryl Street. He was in satis­ 
factory condition.

The accident, which occur­ 
red about 10:15 a.m., plant 
officials said, knocked out 
electrical service in Redondo 
Beach and parts of west Tor­ 
rance. Power was restored 25 
minutes later.

A second man, Dan Forbes. 
20, of 2214-A Harriman Lane. 
was injured. He was treated; 
and released. j

Lomita Man 
Killed in 
Auto Crash

Thirty   year   old John M 
Melhuish. of 2432 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Lomita died Fri 
day when the car he was driv­ 
ing collided with a second ve 
hide near Lancaster.

Melhuish was driving about 
eight miles north of Lancas­ 
ter when the crash occurred 
California Highway Patrol 
officers reported.

Officers identified the driv 
er of the second car as Jamesj 
Nork, 18, stationed at the 
Miramar Naval Air Station. 
Nork and two other persons, 
including a woman, were in­ 
jured In the crash.

Spychala. described by ' a 
clergyman as mentally 111, 
took refuge in the drugstore 
and ordered the clerk to give 
him rut poison. The suspect 
ingested the arsenic shortly 
before arresting officers ar 
rived. 

Spychala had stolen a car 
from a neighbor early Wed-

New Member Nai
County supervisors, on the 

motion of Burton W. Chace, 
have appointed Gerald R. 
Wltt to the South Bay Hospi­ 
tal District Board of Direc­ 
tors.

lied to Board
The appointment was rati­ 

fied last Tuesday. Witt suc­ 
ceeds Auten F. Bush, who re­ 
signed from the board follow­ 
ing his appointment as a 
South Bay Municipal Court 
Judge.

Four Torrance families 
were named winners in the 
annual Christmas decorations 
contest sponsored by the Tor­ 
rance Junior Chamber of 
Commerce.

Winners were announced 
yesterday by John Dunbar, 
chairman of the contest.

Top winner in the novelty 
division was Walter D. 
Crance, 20011 Belle mare. The 
display depicts Santa Claus 
arriving at a home in his 
sleigh.

Gladys KurkraU. 22129 
Neptune St., in the Carson 
area, won second place in the 
novelty division.

MR. AND MRS. Walter Mil- 
 r ST., 18319 Mansel Ave.. 

won the top prize in the re­ 
ligious division, Dunbar said 
The Millers display, built in 
two parts, features a nativity 

ne in one section and a 
Urge, flag   decorated globe 
under a aign which reads. 

Peace on Earth." A pair of 
praying hands is mounted on 
a pedestal aa part of the dis­ 
play.

Second place in the re­ 
ligious division was awarded 
to Paul H. LaFrentz. 21119 
S. Doble Ave.

ALL FOUR families will 
be guests of the Jaycees at a 
special dinner meeting next 
month. In addition, each win 
ner will receive a plaque.

Crance said his display |§ were^grunted^thejhree fami 
Hunted each night between

PEACE ON KAKTH . . . This display,  ( Ihr home of Mr. and Mr*. Waller Miller 
Sr., IKIin Mansel Ave., wa» awarded first place in the religiout division of th« 
Jaycees annual Christmas decorations contest. The two-part display also includes 
  manger scene. The display is lighted enrh evening between I::HI and midnight. 
Mr*. Miller made the flags which were used in the display. (Prevt-lierald Photo)

Adoption Decrees Issued 

To Three Area Families
Three Torrance families

will celebrate Christmas this Artesia Blvd; Mr. and Mrs their first child. Trent, who is
year with newly adopted chil­ 
dren. 

Final adoption decrees

Mrs. Carl Bennett, of 2736 Mr and Mrs. Cox adopted

Terry Cox. of 4402 Highgroveil year old. 
St.; and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Patricia Gibbons joins five 
Gibbons of 21010 Annrita ! other children. Her sister. 3- 

The Bennctts, who arc par- year-old Sandi a, also ii
lies last Wednesday by Su-ents of two girls, adopted a adopted. Tlu- Gibbons family

..15 and 10:30. while the Mil-'P«rtor C°urt Judge A. A.j 10'^-months-old boy, Michael. ; also includes four boys: Steve. 
lei display is lighted between,^'01 '- JHis sisters are Christina. 5,117; Jeff, 12: Scott. 10; and 

{4:30 p.m. and midnight. The families are Mr. and land Debra, 4. Dun. 6.

Police Officer Shot in 
Hand as Gun Discharges

Torrance Police Ofticerion Hawtiiorne Boulevard at 
Hrad Parsons was accidental-! 3 a.m. spotted the boys prowl- 
ly shut in the hand with his ing around the cat lot and
own gun early Friday morn- called the police station for 

assistance.ing while apprehending two
suspected car burglars. 

Officer Parsons and his' .. .. ,
partner had responded to a I rUlllT lm'Uk&
burglar call at Yd's Kurd.
20900 S Hawthorne Blvd LoOSt" SUllUS 

| During the arrest. Parson's) 
I gun fell out of Us holster and | . 
I discharged when it hit the' 1" 1" 
1 ground

The officer was taken to
Uttle Company of Mary Hos-

FUN AT CHRISTMAS . . . Five-year-old Patricia Johtison of Torrunvc was one 
of many lucky Youngster* who shook hands with Santa t'Uu>. at the Crippled Chil­ 
dren's Society C'hrUtmas party, Guest star Nanette f'abray WHS also on hand to 
give the children a merrier Christmas. Held at the Society'» regiunal renter in 
Woodland Hills, the party drew more than 2.000 handicapped children from 
throni(hout Los Angeles County.

m satisfactory condition after 
surgery.

Booked for burglary of an 
automobile were John E. 
McClure, 20, of 1629 Cot a 
Ave., and Michael A. Rios, 17. 
of 1730 Greenwood. An off-

AIRPORT MF.F/TING
Members of the city's Air 

port Commission will meet 
Thursday at 8 p.m.

A run-away trailer coi 
with a car at 5 p.m. Friday 
near the <x>rner of Crenshaw 
and 190th Street The driver 
of the car, Charles Brodowy 
of 22807 Eriel, told police he 
was north bound on Cren 
shaw when the trailer slam 
med into his car. causing ma 
jor damage to both vehicles

The trailer broke loosi 
from a car driven by Klwoot 
U. Uolding, 2609 W. 223rd St 
(Jolding was cited for usin», 
an insufficient tow chain am 
an improper coupling.

Refinery Fire Burns On - - -
A fire at the Standard Oil Co. refinery in r.l 

Scgundo, sr| by lightning about U a.m. last Tues­ 
day morning, continued lo burn yesterday at 
(irefighlers considered dumping sand into the 
seven-acre reservoir in order lo extinguish the 
binge. More than -U million gallons of fuel oil 
were in the reservoir, according to SUnu,..d Oil 
Co. officials. Smoke from ;he hot fire hus covered 
most of the area, drifting up to 10 miles inland, 
luring the past four days. Firemen said a lest 

small area of the reservoir indicated sand 
nay be effective, hut officials said they would 
ii.ikr several more tests Id-lore attempting to ex- 
inguish the blitze. The luol oil wits tallied at 
nitre than St million

Council Meeting Cancelled - - -
Torrance councilmen have cancelled a meet­ 

ing scheduled for Tuesday because of the holiday 
season. The next meeting of the council will be 
held Tuesday, Jan. 2, at .V.'tO p.m. Sessions are 
held at the city hall, 3031 Torrance Blvd.

Trash Collection Delayed      
Normal collection of trash throughout the 

city will be one day late for the next two weeks, 
Walter M. Nollac, director of public works, has 
announced. Nollac said city crews would observe 
both Christmas Day and New Year's l>a>. As a 
result, collections normally made on Monday will 
he made Tuesday, with crews working Saturday 
each week to complete collections. Normal sthcd* 
ules will be resumed Monday, Jan. 8.


