City a Lucrative P:ldce for Car Thieves
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marches

lﬂbst Stolen Cars Found
Quickly by Detectives

|
. By NATALIE HALL Eighty-eight motorcycles werc|sheet” — all cars stolen in
S : - } Press-Herald  Staff Writer also stolen during this time. |Los Angeles County during
/ Quick action on the part of| Most people who discover|the past 10 days. Patrolmen|munications between the
|Torrance police officers re-|their cars missing can expect{freq locate stolen cars|board and the negotiating 4
“|cently sent a car thief to jaillto have them returned, De-\when they see juveniles driv-|council?”
Ljand. returned -the stolen ve-itectives Feil and Papst ex-|ing deluxe, late model wheels,
hicle to its owner minutes af-|plained.. Of the 476 cars, all|for instance,
[ter it-was;taken. but 43 have been found — in e, 8
| Thie dramatic ' recovery oc-|one condition or another. Most| [F A CAR is not listed onitified personnel for all mat-
curred When a Torrance wom-|were intact, with only minorithe hot sheet but the
though an emergency|damage or stripping..Othersistill strongly suspects

(an put
call to

police reporting that

had been completely picked

a man was driving off with
her automobile. Police dis-
patch had units di
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Irance Police Department but|

injured. |theft detail, Don Feil and
|James Papst, are kept busy
-ramp|tracing the hundreds of ve-|

the vicinity in seconds.
car thief was apprehend-
as he turned onto Haw-
thorne Boulevard, just blocks|
from the seene of the crime.
Titre are several such
cases of “instant recovery” in|
the car theft files of the Tor-

unfortunately they are the ex-
fception. .

THE TORRANCE police de-
|tectives assigned to the car

hicles stolen annually in this
city. Between Jan. 1 and Sept.

car fled the area on foot.

30 of this year, 476 cars (near-
ly two per day)

“|parts.”

bare of motor, wheels, and
other valuable parts.

Some of these cars, of
course, will never be recov-
ered.

expect the same luck when|
their vehicles are stolen. De-
tectives Feil and Papst stated
that of the 88 cycles reported|
missing in Torrance, only 44
have been returned — that’s|
just half.

Detective Papst noted that
“specialty cars” with high
performance equipment are|
the most vulnerable. “If some-
one’s *58 Chevy is stolen, you
can be pretty sure it's a joy-
ride case,” he said, “but when
a late model specialty car dis-
appears, it's almost always for

Witches’ Supply House
Robbed apd

Ransqckeg

V the detectives
noted, have become a major
theft problem in recent years.
They are frequently stripped
to be made into “dune bug
gies,” a type of vehicle popu-

was done by a former em- |

cles are recovered by sharp-
eyed patrol officers whose
routine procedure it is to
check the licenses of all cars

ploye who sought revenge
against the store manage-
ment.

they stop for traffic offenses.
First they compare the license
with those listed on the “hot

MOTORCYCLE owners can’t{anywhere

ofﬁagten relating employment
it{conditions? If this is done, will
might be stolen, he may radio|oth
the Police Department for ajcate directly with the board
report from the i i
Crime Information Center./senting organizations?”
'Within one minute, N.CLC. ¢ &.®
can tell the officer whether| FAILURE to arrive at a con-
the car was reported stolenjclusion on these two items
in the United|stalled the other five more
States. specific measures dealing
Detectives Feil and Papst|with department chairmen,
point out that Torrance is algrievance procedure policy,
lucrative hunting ground for{salary cost considerations, and
car thieves, The many shop-/related matters.
ping centers, factory parking
lots, and apartment complexes|Hanson reacted to the nego-
found in this city appeal toftiation squabble by pointing
car thieves because they pro-jout to TEA representatives,
vide great numbers of cars(“. .. i
and few suspicious eyes. you. It is your desire which

Who steals cars? Detectivelisn’t being achieved. It is not
Feil said that more than 50{a matter of communication,
per cent of all car thefts are|but getting with your ideas.”
Board Chairman Bert Lynn
(See TEACHERS, Page A-2)

[committed by boys under 18.
(See THIEVES, Page A-2)

tabbing Suspect Guilty - - -

A 24-yearold Torrance man was convicted
Monday of assault with a deadly weapon in con-
nection with the stabbing of a former roommate

hobbyists for ca| last July 3. Jerry Wayne Tatum, of 1830 Tor-
arts, th :,l; l:‘go:g.o“ de:'eﬂ sands. rance Blvd., was ordered by Superior Court Judge
in 1 ffered a ma- jewelry boxes, incense per- . e Allen Miller to return Nev. 17 for sentencing.

Judge Miller rendered his verdict Monday after

ove week- fume and dozens of other TORRANCE police track
Jor setbeck ever the week:  Eue Hr, “take icluded |down the largest percentagefll  She{InE SRy € L Loyt e
‘sacked and robbed, The nearly the entire inventory |of stolen cars within 24 hours| w." 'il "‘“ piig .:VY‘ - "h':;; . e
Spell, a shop dealing in para- of the store. after they're taken, but a few g - gl Sy e
phernalia for the occult After removing the mer- |of these vehicles tm“;p . g
- chandise, the , Or [three years or more r . "
gmmmx g \ buckeis of |they disappesr. Burn Victim Serious - - -
Estimated total loss is be- red paint on rugs and the | Usually, *“ t" cars are Mrs. Tyra Sedacca, severely burned in a San
tween $6,000 and $8,000. floor, completely covering a |found parked or abandoned. Diego Freeway crash which killed her husband
A paperboy discovered large zodiac design. A can |Police are often able to spot| and two childr ins in serk diti
the mess Sunday morning of black spray paint was [cars that look out of place in at Harbor General Hospital, the Press-Herald was
and called police used to write curses all |a particular neighborhood. told early today. Mrs. was riding in a
the scene, Pacific -over the walls and floor. A great many stolen vehi- car driven by her husband last Wednesday when

the five-car crash, triggered by a youth running
across the fi Y, d. Talissa Sed 4,
became the fourth victim of the crash Saturday
when she died about 11:20 a.m. A 3-menths-old
baby, Kedrin, was killed Wednesday and Irwin
Sedacea died last Thursday as a result of burns
sustained in the crash.




