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Civil Service Proposal 
Sparks Council Debate

AID FLOOD VICTIMS . .. Members of the Co-Rec Club of Torrance have been 
eWleetiBC dothng to aid victims of the Fairbanks, Alaska, flood. Club mem­ 
bers will eMetade   atoor-to-door drive tomorrow and start shipping the clothing 
t* the disaster stricken city. Sorting the clothing out are (top, from left) Nina 
Wabiiwipe, 14, Sue Weatherman, 13, and (bottom, from left) Teresa Walker, 13, 
amd Kim Honi, also 13. The Seadde Community Church will pay shipping costs 
and earteais have been donated by Bekins Van and Storage of Torrance.

(Press-Herald Photo)

Schools to Receive 
Added $1.6 Million

Torrance school officials an already large reserve fund,
  now have $1.6 million they tome of the money may be prints have been made.

did not have When they ap­ 
proved a final budget of $223 
million two weeks ago

This unexpected income is 
due to an increase in state al 
locations and enrollment in 
creases. If placed in the dis-

expended by the board for

rom the budget.

BUT WITH the good news 
of increased income came 
some bad news that told of a

trict's reserve fund, it would 60 per cent cut in federal project.
boost that fund close to the 
$5 million mark.

There has been some indi- skills program
cation that instead of padding

TTBT | j 
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reduction in $42,000 original- 
y set aside for children who 
are learning English as a sec­ 
ond language, according to 
Dr. Albert N. Posner, assist- 
ant superintendent for educa- 
tional services.

Five building projects which 
wi" t* given Priority this fall, 
subject to approval by the 

Two Torrance residents trustees, were listed Monday. 
were killed Sunday in sepa- They include

__It7"*!! T 
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rate traffic accidents in Re­
dondo Beach 
County.

and Orange

Dead are Thomas Conley,
>uilding additions   plans

16, of 5425 Koya Drive and some 
Jerry Leon Buchard, 21, of 
4807 Sharynne Lane.

Conley was killed instantly 
shortly before 6 p.m. Sunday 
when his auto jumped the di 
vider on 190th Street at Flag- 
ler Lane and hit a vehicle 
driven by Clarence Scott, 62, 
of Hermosa Beach. 

  *  
SCOTT SUFFERED

Injuries and Conley's passen­ 
ger. Robert J. Fleming. 18, of 
10417 Pruitt Drive, suffered 
major injuries. Fleming was 
reported in serious condition 
Tuesday in County General 
Hospital after being trans­ 
ferred from South Bay Hos­ 
pital Monday with head and 
chest injuries.

Conley was the second fa 
tality within a week on 180th 
Street near FUgler Lane 
James Tarantino of Long 
Beach was killed Auf. 1! 
when his auto also went out 
of control at the hilltop on 
190th Street

IN THE OTHER accident 
L/Cpl. Jerry Leon Buchard 
was killed when an auto in 
which he was sleeping 
smashed Into a guardrail on 
the southbound San Diego

(Sea DEATHS, Page A-2)

terns previously trimmed Center additions   workinj
drawings have been complet 
ed, but have not been ap­ 
proved by the board. This 
work will be included in the 
same contract as the Madrona

unds earmarked by the dis- 
rict for its communication ers, track renovation, a n ( 

new baseball field   plan:
The cut means a $25,000 have not yet been completed

  Madrona Student Service

or this work were completed

minor changes in the blue

Hillside Student Service

  North High School bleach

but work is needed on the in 
adequate visitors' bleachers 
and some major work is neec 
ed to put the track in shape

i Torrance High School base 
ball field   Torrance ha 
been playing at the city par] 
across the street from th 
high school for several years 
The new field is to be buil 
adjacent to the new Torranc 
High stadium.
  Science and locker facih

Center and multi-purpose ties for elementary schools  
plans will be available nex 
week, including plans fo

time ago, but some three textbook storage rooms

Vote on 
Renewal 
Sought

Plan Weekend 

Petition Drive
Plans for a weekend drive 

o secure some 10,000 signa- 
ures on petitions calling for 

a citywide vote on the Mead­ 
ow Park Urban Redevelop­ 
ment project were announced 
here yesterday by Active Citi­ 
zens of Torrance (ACT).

In announcing the drive for 
Saturday and Sunday, Mrs 
Carmen Rivera of ACT said 
:he group also Is seeking com­ 
plete repeal of the city's Unl 
form Housing Code.

She said the group has 
secured some 7,000 signatures 
on the twin petitions since the 
signature campaign was 
launched in March. At least 
7,800 valid signatures are 
needed to force a special elec­ 
tion on the issues, she said.

GOAL OF THE petition 
drive is to force a vote on 
the ordinance which estab­ 
lished the city's Redevelop­ 
ment Agency. Effect of a de­ 
cision to repeal the law would 
be to cancel the urban renew 
al project here by abolishing 
the agency which directs it.

Final approval of the city's 
Meadow Park Redevelopment
Project   which would con 
vert a 54-acre section at the 
west end of the Torrance Mu 
nicipal Airport into an indus­ 
trial park   is expected from 
Washington shortly, it has 
been reported. 

Release of some $5 million

project may come as early 
next month, spokesmen for 
the Redevelopment Agency 
have said.

MRS. RIVERA said he 
group is seeking only to "ge

let the voice of the people o
Torrance be heard." 

'The people," she added 
(See PETITION. Page A-2)

ROBERT R. LUCAS 
Torrance Fire Chief

hen Loses Bid 
To Change Law

Dispute over the role of 
'orrance's Charter Review 
Committee and a proposed or- 
linance providing for a one- 
ear probationary period for 
ity department heads broke 
nto open argument between 
ilayor Albert Isen and coun- 
ilmen last night during the 

city council meeting.
The dispute grew out of an 

ordinance sponsored by Isen 
which would amend the civil 
service rules and regulations 
o change the present six-

month probationary period them.

which we have been working 
with for 15 years, as I can 
remember, and this is not
tart of the charter," Isen re-
orted.

ASKED WHY he brought 
he civil service change up at 
his time the mayor said, "It 

seems like everybody in this 
city has free speech except 
the mayor. Now certainly the 
mayor has the right to ex­ 
press his opinions and this ii 
in the proper form to do

or new department heads to 
a one-year period.

he amendment. Councilman 
Ken Miller said, "It's a ham­ 
string on the Review Com 
mittee and not the proper di­ 
rection that this 
should give them."

"I don't believe the issue 
itself, as far as department 
heads are concerned, is the 
probation time. The issue is 
allowing the committee to

However, councilmen dis­ 
agreed with him and voted to

Leading the debate against uwe the ordinance until the

have the proper evaluation of thf m -'| 
all subject matter," he con­ 
tinued.

Charter Review Committee 
has done its work. A report 
by the group is expected in 
October.

City Manager Ferrafw de­ 
fended his actions before the 
Review Committee, which in­ 
cluded suggesting non-civil 
service department heads by 
stating, "I went before them, 
and I poured out my heart to

Appointment of Robert 
Ralph Lucas as chief engineer 
of the Torrance Fire Depart­ 
ment was announced here last 
night by City Manager Ed­ 
ward J. Ferraro.

Lucas, who succeeds J. J. 
Benner as chief engineer of 
the department, has been act­ 
ing fire chief since Benner's 
retirement last September 
after 39 years with the city's 
Fire Department.

Ferraro said Lucas finished 
first in civil service examina-

and El Camino College. He 
also hag completed numerous 
courses in fire prevention and 
related fields.

During World War II, the 
new fire chief was a flying
officer in the Royal Canadian
Air Force. 

The 47-year-old chief

in federal funds to finance the tions which were conducted
for the post.

A resident of Torrance for 
21 years, Lucas joined the 
Fire Department in 1946. He P"* y 
was promoted to fire engi­ 
neer in 1948 and to captain in 
1952. Lucas was named a bat 
talion chief in 1955.

Since October, 1961, he has 
been deputy fire chief.

Born in Tacoma, Wash., he 
attended Washington schools

married, and makes his home 
at 2014 W. 237th St.

He is a member of Califor­ 
nia Fire Chiefs Association 
and the International Associ 
ation of Fire Chiefs.

The appointment, Ferraro 
said, was effective Monday
Salary for t»e post is $16,188 tee) have no authority to go!

NO PLACE TO MEET

Pueblo Head Start Class to End
By ED FREUDENBURG

Pr»M H«r«ld Stiff Writer
Lack of an adequate site 

and building will lorce a halt 
to the Pueblo Head Start proj­ 
ect Aug. 31 for an undeter­ 
mined period, possibly extend­ 
ing into months.

The center has been in­ 
formed toy the Los Angeles 
Catholic Archdiocese that it 
will have to vacate its present 
facility in St. Joseph's Mis­ 
sion by the end of the month.

Although residents and 
project officials have known 
that the project was to be re­ 
moved from the church 
grounds, no provisions have 
been made to continue the 
program elsewhere.

Leonard Pacheco, director 
of the Council of Mexican- 
American Affairs, said that 
his organization has had diffi­ 
culty in finding a suitable site 
in the neighborhood and has 
only recently requested a 
portable unit to house the 
project.

Part of the lag in searching 
for a new site was due to a 
false belief that the Torrance 
School District was going to 
supply facilities.

Mexican-American Council 
representative Carlos Men- 
dez said that a mother in the 
Pueblo program had inform­ 
ed him that a representative 
of the schools had offered a 
building for the area several 
weeks ago.

However, Dr. Walter Buett- 
genbach reported that "the 
school district couldn't give a 
unit to the project because 
portable units are very much 
in demand." He said he had 
not given any commitment to 
the project and had not previ­ 
ously been contacteo.

Mendez, when told of the 
school district's position, said 
he "didn't think that the 
church would postpone opera­ 
tion*." He also said that he 
would probably ask for a 
throe week extension for use

at the church until a new 
site and building was found.

However, St. Joseph Mis­ 
sion Father de Lacerno said 
he had received orders from 
the Archdiocese that the cen­ 
ter would have to leave the 
church grounds.

"The site can only be used 
for worship," he explained.

Mendez' three - week delay 
in finding a new site may 
turn into several months if 
Economic Youth Opportunity 
Agency planner Ted Bart- 

  lett's estimate is correct.
Bartlett said that the nor­ 

mal time for construction is 
four to six weeks after a site 
is secured "if they are lucky" 
using pre-fabricated build­ 
ings.

In the Del Amo project's 
case, a meeting Tuesday with 
residents of the area was the 
first attempt by the Mexican- 
American Council to find a 
site on the boulevard by

(See PUEBLO, Page A-2)

he ordinance be put off until 
such time as the Charter Re­
view Committee has finished thought the council wanted.
its study. The mayor's ordi- 
ance grew out of a report by 
City Manager Edward Ferraro
suggesting that department talk honestly to them!"
heads be hired and fired by 

jg the city manager and not

"Nobody was there except 
myself and the members of 
the committee and one news- 

MILLER PROPOSED that paper. I don't want to go back
walking on broken glass on 
what I said, but I honestly

when they set up the commis­ 
sion, that they should be out­ 
siders and that we should

IN OTHER ACTION, t h e
under civil service. jcouncil passed an ordinance 

Mayor isen objected to'for a tax levy for the 1967- 
Miller's recommendation on'68 year which reduces prop- 
grounds that the Charter Re- erty taxes by 10 cents. 
view Committee is only sup ! Total valuation for the city 
posed to review the charter  ihas been set at $388,733.750, 
not ordinances governing civiljwhich is a 22 per cent in­

crease over the 1966-67 sched-
"They (tne Review Commit- 1 ule.

into the matter. This is not a 
civil service matter. We have

Hit-Run
Charges 
Jail Man

A charge of felony hit and 
run driving has been issued 
against Kenneth Ray Rulo, 23. 
of 229 N. Irena St., Redondo 
Beach, who allegedly was in­ 
volved in an accident Sunday 
in which 13-year-old Larry 
Jacobs was seriously injured.

Rulo was arrested Monday 
by detectives as he was leav­ 
ing his home in Redondo 
Beach.

Investigators found the 
1967 model pick-up truck seen 
by witnesses driving away 
from the accident at 17209 
Crenshaw Blvd.

THE TRUCK allegedly hit 
a parked car belonging to 
Robert Whistler, 17217 Cren­ 
shaw Blvd., as it was traveling 
south about 8:25 p.m. Sunday. 
The parked car was forced 
over the curb and struck 
Jacobs while he was riding 
a bicycle.

Jacobs, 17033 Delia Ave. 
was later taken to Garden* 
Memorial Hospital suffering 
from three fractures in his 
right leg. a fractured skull, 
and scalp wounds. He was re­ 
ported in fair condition Tues-

(See HIT-RUN, Page A-2)

Even though a tax cut is 
being put into effect, the city 
stands to gain an estimated

lhad a civil service ordinance (See COUNCIL, Page A-2)

Torrance Man Jailed in East - - -
A Torranre man has been jailed in Water- 

town, Conn., on robbery and aggravated assault 
charges in ronnertion with a robbery in which 
one man was killed and a police officer wounded. 
Thomas C. Dyer, 20, of 1316 W. 221 »t St., was ar­ 
rested Monday. Dyer, a traveling companion, 
Timothy Williams, 21, of Signal Hill, and a Con­ 
necticut teenager were cornered in a motorcycle 
shop Monday, authorities reported. Williams was 
killed when he darted from the shop after a four- 
hour battle with police. The police officer, shot in 
the stomach, was reported in good condition. 
Dyer is being he-Id in lii-u of S 1:1,000 hail. A fourth 
man, wanted in connection with the incident, 
surrendered to Watcrliiwn polite Monday night, 
it was reported.

Murder Trial Delayed
Trial of Ralph P. Rodriquei on charges that 

hr beat and killed slock car racing champion Kar- 
lina Lee Robinson in a parking lot here on May 
4 has been continued to Oct. 2:!. Long Beach Su­ 
perior Court Judge Donald Dunbar rescheduled 
the case when the Los Angeles County coroner 
 listed as M key witness in the rase was unable 
to attend. Rodriquez is charged with attacking 
the wealthy sportswoman with a tire iron follow­ 
ing a traffic argument. The suspect's attorney, 
Wesley Ruiiell, has said Rodriquez acted in self. 
defense.

Infant Girl Dies---
Meningitis has been blamed in the death of 

Pamela Darlene Rixera, four-month-old daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rogelio Riven, of 2168 W. £(5lh 
St. The girl died at Harbor General Hospital about 
4 p.m. Tuesday, authorities said. The girl had 
been taken by Her mother to a doctor earlier in 
the day and ua> hospitaliied about 2 p.m.


