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The report also points out
the need for changes in pub-|
lic attitudes toward the|
mentally ill, saying that in
many cases these erroneous
concepts and conflicting goals
have caused needless com:|
mitments, have resulted in|
worsening rather than im-
proving patients' mental
health, and have boosted|
coste tn the taxpayers with-|
out corresponding benefits. |

California’s basic dilem-
ma, the report says, is that|
under the present system the
courts and the hospitals are|
fotced to choose between two
objectives, individual health
and public safety. Or to put
it another way, between treat.|
ment and civil liberties, or|
between medical and legal
considerations, Regardless of|
which objective or approach|
is favored in a particular sit-|
uation, the result tends to be
that the patient is committed|
into Jong-term custodial can.|
treatment is negligible and
his chances for recovery and|
refurn to society are rather|
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HERE ARE some interest.
ing and thought-provoking|
excerpts from the Assembly|
coinmittee report, cited as|
babkground for its regom.|
me¢ndations:

Df the 16,322 admissions
to; California state hospitals
in+ 1955, 13,534 were invol-
untary, amounting to 83 per!
cent, Ten years later, in 1965,
there were 22,189 admissions,
of , which 13,612 were invol-
urgary, or 61 per cent, The
rate of admission per 100,000
population in 1955 was 130:
in 1965 it was 141, Last year,
there were more than 40,000
psychiatric patients in Cali-
fornia institutions, public and
private

There are no precise defi-
nitions, diagnoses or treat-
ments of mental illness—it's|
stl mostly trial aad edror|
or one more or less qualified
person’s opinion against an.|
other’s,
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/THERE ARE almost as|
many types and degrees of|
niental illness as there are|
of other illnesses: No com-|
petent doctor would pre-|
sdribe the same treatment
fér pneumonia as for heart
dfsease, yet most mental pa-
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hree Marine Reserve sec-
opd lieutenants from Tor.
rgnce were among the 564
ngw Marine Corps officers
ghaduated from the 41st Offi
cér- Candidate Course at the
lxnne Corps Schools, Quan.|
tito, Va. The new officers are
Jerome L. Lemberger, soh of |
. and Mrs, Jerome Lember-
gér, 4103 W, Artesia Blvd,,|
M. Flick, son of Mr.|

ahd Mrs, Robert J. Flick,
4710 Reese Road; and Robin
R. Bowen, son of Mr, and|
ws. Ross H, Bowen, 3650

Newton St.
} P

] |
{Engineman Fireman Mike

Leischner, USN, son of
rs. G. B. Thompson of 21111/
Dolores St., Is attending the
bgsic Engineman School .at
the Service School Command
val Training Center, Great

]
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