ANN
LANDERS ¢

Don’t Help Goof-Offs.

Dear Ann Landers: Our two teen-agers are in
high school. Both are excellent sfudents Almost
every evening at the dinner table, the children la-
ment the brutal competition for grades anl the un-
hearable pressures ta keep their averages up so
they can get inte the “hest” colleges. Now get this,
Ann: They say cheating is considered a way of life
by most students. Almost nobody thinks it is wrong.

My husband asked our teens if they cheated
and they both said “No.” We believe them because
they have demonstrated a high degree of integrity
since early childhood. Then the older one said he
has let friends copy off his paper during exams
and he has given his girl last year's hook reviews,
but he didn't consider this cheating. I was shocked
and my hushand hit the roof.

The discussion lasted over an hour with hoth
leens insisting they would be completely friendless
if they refused to help their pals.

At times their arguments sound logical but I
know they are wrong. Please discuss this subject
in your column. I'm sure it will be of interest to
students, parents and teachers-—WEE VOICE IN
THE WILDERNESS

Dear Voice: Real friends elevate our stand-
ards and help us to think well of ourselves. Your
children are sadly mistaken if they believe they
are benefitting their pals when they help them
cheat.

The person who is completely honest does
not encourage dishonesty in others. Your teens
are being unfair to the students who study and
work for grades when they hand over answers
to goof-offs who are looking for something for
nothing.
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Dear Ann Landers: Mother received a piece

~of fine China frcm a Triend who visits us every

“ year. The gift arrived last week, broken to smither-

eens. Mother wrote and thanked her, making no
mention” of the breakage.

My sister and I say mom should have told the
truth. Mom says she didn’t want to upset the woman
because it's “the thought that counts.” Do you feel,
as we do, that mom was dishonest?—E. AND G.

Dear E. and G.: When a gift arrives dam-
aged the sender should be notified at once. Us-
vally aifts are insured. The idea behind insur-
ance is to protect against loss or damage. Mom
was wrong—but not dishonest.
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CHRISTMAS GIF1S .

High School sophomore,
as “ditty bags,”

Local youths were among
the more than 100 high school
and college students—includ-
ing 18 teenagers from the
Nazareth Home orphange —
who gave up a day last week-
end and helped wrap Red
Cross Christmas gifts des-
tined for U. S. servicemen in
South Viet Nam,

They spent the entire after-
noon at the Los Angeles Red

1200 S. Vermont Ave, kick-
ing off a five-day effort to
wrap 42,000 gift items, pack
them into 6,000 nylon-mesh
“‘ditty bags,” and get them in
the mail.

Los Angeleu including its
branches, is one of the 3,000
Red Cross chapters across the
| nation participating in the
project to provide each serv-
icemm in South Vlet Nnm

. Some 42,000 Red Cross
ican servicemen in Vlet Nam are being wrapped
J.os Angelei. Among the 100 high schoo'
the gifts were (from left) Cathv Morrison

Narev, a freshman at Bishop Moitgomery High School; Don Cannovd, a Leuzinger

Cross Chapter Headauarters, -

and Jcanette Foy.freshman at Montgomery. The gifts, known
are packed with such items as a pen and pencil set, address book,
nail clipper, foot powder, playing cards, a paperhack bo:k, and a bilitold.

Youths Help Fill ‘Ditty Bags5

with a foot-square ditty bag
stuffed with “seven usefu]
items.”

Red Cross lists the items as
a pen and pencil set, address
book, nail clipper, foot pow-
der, playing cards, a paper-
back book, and a billfold,

More volunteers were in-
volved in the “wrap and
pack” project four more days
this week,

Twelve other Red Cross
chapters in Los Angeles and
Orange counties are involved
in similar wrapping parties to
wrap a total of 112,000 items
to fill a total of 16,000 ditty
bags,

The project, like all Red
Cross programs, is being fi-
nanced by funds raised
through the United Crusade,
the fund raising partnership
of the American Red Cross
and United Way.

20,000 Student Campus
Designed by Experts

Christmas gifts destined for Amer-
at the Red Cross Service Center in
and college students who helped to wrap
an Fl Camino College sopkomore; Marsha
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Male Drivers Deserve
An ‘Award of Valor’

Today, having narrowly es-
caped an untimely death at the
hands of a woman driver
equipped with a California State
Driver’s License—which she was
using as a license to kill-—I feel
disposed to create and present to
all American male drivers the
Count Marco Award for Valor in
the Face of the Enemy on the
Roads and Highways of the Na-
tion.

I have decided the medal will
be gold, depict a crumpled fend-

COUNT MARCO

|
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er m bas relief, and be hung on
a red and white ribbcn. The red
s'gnifies the male blood spilled
by these little femala assassins in
their big cars, and the white 1s
for the color a strong man’s hair
tuins after too long a tour of
combat at the wheel of his auto-
mobile. If he survives.

The writer of the letter below
gets not only the medal, but a
smashed-tail-light cluster as well,

b e | (a3

“Dear Count: Please do a col-
umn on women drivers. It has at
last gotten to the point where a
man fears to take his car out of
the garage. Here is a list of sins
I think are standard for the fair
sex on wheels:

“In many cases they drive cars
that are so much too big for them
that they can't see over the
wheel. All you see is a dashboard
with a pair of beady eyes peering
out over it.

“They sway from lane to lane,
seeing only the car directly in
front. If that.

“They keep one foot on the
brake at all times and occasion-
ally use the gas pedal.

“They fix their hair or adjust
their makeup while stopped for
red lights, a process which many
times prevents them from mov-
ing when the light turns green.

“They make right turns from
left hand lanes and vice versa.

Can you think of any others?”

Many, beginning with the
women who spend an eternity
at toll places looking for

change or bridge tickets that
could have been placed out in
advance.

The other day I suggested
wives give their husbands a
“funend” so they could relar
amid this in the bosom of their
families in the sort of comfort
a true beast deserves. Some of
you thought I was wrong: you
demanded equal time for
wives. Here's a sample:

“Fair is fair and fun is fun. So
while he is having his ‘funend’ in
the midst of his well-mannered
and un-neglected children, how
about her having a ‘weakend’ of
her own?

“She should spend the time at
the nearest motel full of conven-
tioneering civilized males who
will simply enjoy watchlng her
sheer beauty.

“Of course. if she looks like an
old hag by the time 5 p.m. on
Friday rolls around, she can go
to one of those health spas and
relax and become beautiful again
for only $100 a day.

“After all, he surely doesn't
want the neighbors to think he
married the girl to make her into
a workhorse for him, does he?”

Who cares what neighbors
think? It's only what the beast
thinks that is tmportant
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