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Solons Eye Overhaul of Water Agencies
By VINCENT THOMAS the indication nf water

Assemblyman, (8th Dlitrlct
California hat admittedly 

made more progress thin any

rights.
In 1965, th« Commliiion 

on California Stite Govern-
other state in the develop, ment Organtiatlon and Econ-
ment of a broad-Ring*, long 
range program for the con 
servation and better distribu­ 
tion of its water. But those 
concerned with water plan 
ning, either legislatively or 
administratively, know that 
there is still conllderibl* 
room for improvement both 
with respect to organitttton 
and to re-alignment of func­ 
tions.

The varioui itate duties 
connection with water man­ 
agement are now divided be­ 
tween for different unltl: the 
Department of Wnter Re­ 
sources, the State Witer Com­ 
mission, the State Water 
Quality Control Board, and 
the State Water Rights Board. 
Ih addition, there are nine re­ 
gional Water Pollution Con­ 
trol Boards which together 
cover the whole state

T1IK PRIMARY respinsi 
bilities of the department are 
water planning, and the ac­ 
tual construction Of water 
projects. Thoae of the Witer 
Commission include policy 
recommendation to the De­ 
partment, approval of Depart­ 
ment public rules, review of 
certain executive tctl, alloca­ 
tion of certain funds, and co­ 
ordination of local ictton on 
requests for federal fundi,

The functions of the Water 
Quality Contfol Bo«rd have 
been legtiUtively chanted 
several timti in recent yean 
Originally concerned mostly 
with pollution, the Botrd'i 
primary duty now li the d»< 
velopment of statewide wat«r 
pollution control policy In CO 1 
operation with the regional 
boards, and IIso the formula 
tion of statewide water qual­ 
ity control policy.

THE WATER Rights Board 
has two principal responsi 
bilities. first is the appropria 
tion of unappropriated watet 
to private parties and govern 
ment units through a permi 
•nd license procedure. The 
second is to provide assist 
ance to courts and pirtlei t

omy — the "Little Hoover 
Commission" — released a 
report on "plural bodies"

Fruit 
Drinks

within the spriwling State 
Resourcei Agency. It recom­ 
mended Uut the functioni of 
the Water Quality Board in 
setting water quality stand­ 
ards be transferred to the 
Water Commission, and that 
the latter body be given some

place its purely advisory 
talks. It wai tin recom­ 
mended that w»ter quality 
standards M'ou'.d be devel­ 
oped by the Wster Resources 
Department, on both a state­ 
wide and regional basis. The 
administrative duties to re-

regional boards would be 
practically stripped of power. 

THE CHAIRMAN Of the 
Assembly Interim Committee 
on Water his just released I 
report written by the stiff of 
his group which recommends 
a radically different rpproach

from that of the Hoover Com- 
minion. This report— not of­ 
ficial as yet -— suggeiti thit 
the Water Quality Control 
Board and the Witer Rights 
Board be combined In a new 
five-member State Water Re­ 
sources Control Board to

handle both their duties, is 
well is Stfety of Dams and 
Wltermaster Services now In 
the Department. A new Wa­ 
ter Quility Advisory Com­ 
mittee, representing all 
groups concerned, would ad- 
vlie the new Board on sttnd-

ardi. The Regional Pollution 
Control Boirds would be re­ 
tained. 

The Interim Committee on 
Water is scheduling Novem­ 
ber hearings on these recom­ 
mendations of its staff. A 
draft bill has been prepared.

Vew Purchasing 
7,hief Appointed

Art Buescher, former au- 
io-visual technician for the 
ollege, hai been named as 
H Camlno College's new. pur- 
'hasing supervisbr by the

Board Of Trustees.
Buescher, who hai worked 

:ix years in the maintenance 
ind operations division of the 
college, tepliceft Clyde Urn
bert, who recently trim- 
'erred to another district
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