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In observing National Newspaper Week ;n 1966. 
the readers of newspapers should be reassured by at 
least one substantial gain in thp never-ending fight for 
freedom of the press. That milestone is the passage 
by Congress and the signing by the President of the 
federal open records law. This culminates a 12-year 
campaign by the press under the leadership of that 
great friend of freedom. Congressman John E. Moss 
of Sacramento.

Henceforth the burden of defending secrecy will 
be (>n those \vho would withhold information. Hereto­ 
fore the reporter nan had to justify his right to access

This action once more reflect' the eloquent lang 
uage of California's open meeting law, the Ralph M. 
Brown Act: "The people of this state do not yield their 
sovereignty to the agencies which serve them. The 
people, in delegating authority, do not give their public 
servants the right to decide what is good for the people 
to know and what is not good for them to know. The 
people insist on remaining informed so that they may 
retain control over the instruments they have created."

On the other side of the year's ledger is the Shep­ 
pard case in which the United States Supreme Court 
reversed a 1954 Cleveland murder conviction "since 
the state trial judge did not fulfill his duty to protect | ______________
Sheppard from the inherently prejudicial publicity """—————————
which saturated the community and to control disrup- DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORTS 
live influences in the courtroom ..."  _  -        _^ __

We now find press freedom in a head-to-head con­ 
frontation with the right to fair trial.

There are those who would minimize this conflict. 
but it is real and it i; dangerous. In this very decision 
the Supreme Court cited this languange:

"The principle that Justice cannot sur\iv« behind 
walls of silence has long been reflected in the Anglo- 
American distrust for secret trials' ... A responsible- 
press has always been regarded as the handmaiden of
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could mean a $1,000 fine or The difference now is that In the meantime it is good ed by a stone wall they have bridges and tunnels to com- the ensuing proprty col- 
one year in jail or both. we have laws with more an- to have this firsthand re- not been able to surmount mute cars from 7:30 to 10 lapse would make B29 look 

Additional offenses could guish built in. P°rt that the program was  the^motor yeMcle is _the a.m. each day." like a boom. Public transit 

mean tougher penalties. So There is a theory in the " """ 
would selling the drug. That District Attorney's office 
would be a felony, and it that, while many things con- 
could result, even for a tributed to Los Angeles' 
first offender, in a prison riotless 1966 summer, the

Among the many ballot measures to be submitted term running to five years, cool Head program was a
to California voters next month, nonn is more virtuous And let nobody suppose major factor,
sounding, nor probably more dangerous than Proposi- he can get around this new with top athletes and out-
tion 16, the so-called CLEAN initiative which would law through the assistance standing entertainers mak-

headliiies, or by the fruitless exploitation of informa­ 
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We who exercise the Freedom of the Press in thc 
name of the public must be ever wonhy of the trust 
imposed upon us.
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prosecutors into bringing proceedings against films,
books, magazines (and newspapers) which arc not ob- do best  politicking. The elections are almost at hand, high schoo-Up the Down the new school, the fact they ery." 
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evils in censorship which would have a wide-ranging 
affect on our personal freedoms. It .should be defeated. Mellinltoff
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