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CONGRATULATIONS , . . Janet Rae Witherspoon
of Redondo Beach gets good wishes from her instruc-
tor, Hal Corbett, after solo flight Saturday during
the annual Airport Days at the Torrance Municipal
Airport. Miss Witherspoon, who had never been at
the controls of an aircraft before Saturday, learned
to fly in one day and soloed for a crowd of some
20,000 at the event.

AT AIRPORT DAYS

Redondo Girl
Solos in Day

“With God as my co-pilot.)ing is not for the very brave
all went well” explained or for just a select and talent-
Janet Rae Witherspoon Satur-|ed few, It's for everyone and
day after she set a national|it's easy and fun to learn.” |
aviation record. Many problems confronted |

Miss Witherspoon, an 18- Janet during her day-long fly-| |
year-old who had never been| ing lesson, Corbbet said. In|
at the controls of an airplane, the traffic pattern during the
lifted off the Torrance Munic-|day were 1,805 airplanes—|
ipal Airport for the first time|ranging from a 1966 Lear jet|
at 6:09 am, Saturday and 13/to a 1908 Curtis Pusher. Heli-
hours later completed an 18-|copters buzzed her and bi-
minute solo flight. |planes did aerobatics as sho

Actual {lymg time with her|flew, he explained, and hun-
instructor was 8 hours and 6 dreds of people were register-
minutes. Her instructor was|ing in a contest to determine|
Hal Corbett, chief pilot for when she would make her solo
Avion Air Flight School, who|flight.
has logged 11,000 hours of, DURING THE day, Janet
flight time and Corbett made 45 landings

“IN 18 YEARS of flight in-/at the airport before she lift-
struction, 1 have never known ed off the runway—at 6:59
a student who could stand up p.m. —for her solo flight. She
under the strain, the pressure.'landed the airplane safely at
and the fanfare which con-'landed the airplane 18 min-
fronted Janet,” Corbett said. utes alone at the controls
“She wanted to learn to fly. No other American girl has
and she was willing to do it ever been known to fly and
amidst a circus atmosphere|/land an airplane alone after
during open house at the sixth one day’s instruction, Corbett
busiest general aviation air-|said.
port in the nation.” Miss Witherspoon was

“She wanted to prove ahonored Saturday evening at
point,”” Corbett ndded X :'-\the Airport Days banquet.
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