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\ was enough live talent around
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N bats, swallows, mariachis and
'}°  Dbrick-layers, depending on the
* time of day. The swallows had

a nest in a chapel directly
adjacent to my room which
T am confident was being pre-
pared for my demise. During
the day the birds flew hap-
pily in and out, checking on
my condition.

The bats came in at night.
My genial host assured’ me
that they are gentle, loving
creatures, as misunderstood
as television critics and twice
as shy. I wasn't sleeping much
anyway so we became good
friends, the bats and I, con-
sidering we were so much
alike. “How's batman today?”
my Mexican friend would ask
every morning,

For several days the tele-
vision set stayed off. There
was enough activity on the
ceiling to keep me interested,
what with the bugs and all.
The first time I turned the
knob there was a kind of pop-
ping noise along the base-
board so I turned it right off
and hopped back into bed
with Montezuma. The next
4 time I tried it, a very large
b lady named Flora (or was it

fauna?) flew in from the oth-
er end of the hacienda to an-
nounce that I had blown out
the electirc oven and quite
' likely all the lights on the
north side of Lake Chapala
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