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A FIRST-HAND REPORT

Paris: No Longer the 'In' City
(Press-Herald staff writer 

Jerry Reynolds returned to 
his desk recently if ter a 30- 
day tour of prlclpal Euro­ 
pean cities. This is the fifth 
in a series of reports plan­ 
ned for Press-Herald read­ 
ers. Today's report con­ 
cerns the "new attitude" 
which pervades Paris.)

By JERRY REYNOLDS 
Press-Herald Staff Writer

It used to be the place to 
go, but even that glory has 
now faded. Still, few Ameri­ 
cans think of a trip to Europe 
without at least seeing it.

The city is Paris former 
jet set capital of the world, 
former haven of American 
tourists, and once THE CITY.

Paris is still Paris, but poli­ 
tics   mostly the interna­ 
tional kind   have cost Paris 
aome of her magic. Ameri­ 
cans still go there in great 
numbers, but they rush 
through the city in a few

hours or a few days, only to 
linger somewhere else on the 
continent.

I spent 48 hours in the 
French capital, and, unlike 
the other cities I visited, had 
no regrets about my depar­ 
ture. There are many places 
in Europe where that old fa­ 
miliar character, the "rich" 
American, is a special target, 
but in Paris he has become a 
plain sucker.

American money is wel­ 
come, but American tourists 
could stay home and few 
Parisians would care. A smile 
works miracles in many 
places in Europe, but in Paris 
it evokes only a sneer.

Still. Paris must be seen. 
To miss the quaint beauty nf 
this city, to miss the treas­ 
ures of the Louvre, to miss 
partaking of her night life is 
to miss an important aspect 
of modern Europe.

It is. I am sure, unfair to 
apply the general impression

to all of Paris and her peo­ 
ple. Here, I am concerned 
with the general impression
 and more important, with 
some of the reasons behind it. 

Today's Paris is a product 
of centuries of French his­ 
tory and politics. Her great 
treasures   masterpieces in 
the Louvre, great and small 
palaces, even the Eifel Tower
  are part of that history. 
They tell of a Paris that once 
was the center of the world.

And they tell of a Paris 
which has lost her great posi­ 
tion in the world of art and 
fashion and politics and his­ 
tory.

Her fall began after the 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870. 
but the darkest hours came 
in the Second World War. 
Barely a victor in 1945. she 
fell victim to a succession of 
governments and her power 
slipped still more.

Now, France has emerged 
as a stable nation under the 
leadership of General Charles

DeGaulle, the would-be king 
of a would-be world power. 
Americans and, incidentally, 
many Frenchmen view De- 
Gaulle as the cause of the 
new attitude.

But he is, I think, only the 
outward manifestation of the 
new national attitude. France 
resents her fall from power. 
She is trying to recover it and 
in the process, she has de­ 
veloped a contempt for Amer­ 
ican power, prestige, and 
might.

And the Parisians, who 
view themselves as more 
French than any other 
Frenchmen, reflect the 
French dream and attitudes 
with great vigor.

The result of this political 
process has been to effect a 
change   unseen, but felt   
throughout Paris.

The Paris of old is still 
there, but resentment has 
spilled into virtually every 
aspect of her life.

Waiters are slow. Taxi driv­

ers are silent until its time 
to pay the tab. Shopkeepers 
want only the money you can 
shell out as fast as you can 
shell it out.

Some of the scorn and ill 
treatment tourists bring on 
themselves. They forget they 
are guests. They complain 
when things aren't "like they 
are at home." (Of all the 
cities I visited, Paris offers 
the least cause for complaint 
about food, but it happens, 
believe it or not!)

But Paris and her people 
must assume most of the 
blame. In their drive to out­ 
do the rest of the world to 
recover past glories Paris­ 
ians have adopted those very 
attitudes they find so dis­ 
agreeable in Americans. And 
that has brought about a con­ 
tempt for Paris not only in 
American tourists, but in Ger­ 
man. Italian, and British tour­ 
ists which has contributed to 
her decline as the "in" city 
of the world.

ARTIST HONORED . . . Artist Bob Click (right) of 
Manhattan Beach was honored last week for his 
award winning entry in the 14th annual All-City Out­ 
door Art Festival. He is pictured accepting a medal 
from Jerome B. Seott, manager nf the Torrance 
branch of Home Savings and Loan Association, 
patron sponsor of the annual contest.

More People in Torrance
Read the Press-Herald Than

Any Other Newspaper!

summer cooler sale
free delivery... use your May Co charge-a-plate

Long's Scotch quart 6.99

regularly 8.69, on 8-year-old imported Scotch 
whisky, 86 proof, blended and bottled in 
Scotland. Case of 12 75.49

Ancient Age quart 5.99

regularly 6.29, a truly great 6-yeir-old Ken­ 
tucky bourbon whiskey, 86 proof, smooth and 
distinctive in flavor. Case of 12 64.69

Molev vodka quart 3.69
regularly 4.49, exclusively May Co vodka, 
charcoal filtered to insure smoothness and 
clarity. Case of 12 42.00

Old Kentucky Tavern
hall gallon 11.95

13.95 value, a mellow, 8-year-old Kentucky 
straight bourbon whiskey, 86 proof, with dis­ 
tinguished flavor. Save on a case of 6 64.53

Canadian Province
half gallon 9.88

11.23 value, this is a rare blend of the best 
Canadian whiskeys, 80 proof, with that su­ 
perb Canadian flavor. Case of 6 58.50

King's Cross gin quart 3.69 Gordon gin hail gallon 9.95
regularly 4.49, this May Co exclusive distilled 
London dry gin is made from a secret for­ 
mula. 80 proof. Save on a case of 12 42.00

John Begg Blue Cap
half gallon 12.98

14.98 value, an outstandingly fine 86 proof 
imported Scotch whisky that comes with its 
own pourer. Save on a case of 6 70.09

may co liquor 107-

A gin of world renown, noted for quality 
and flavor by gin connoisseurs, and distilled 
to a big 90 proof. Save on a case of 6 53.73

Jutland Beer s-pack 1.19
Imported Danish premium beer for those hot 
summer days, in convenient 11-oz. no-return 
bottles. Case of 24 bottles 4.49

I

may co south bay. hawthorne at artesia; 370-2511 - shop everyday, monday through Saturday 10:00 am. to 9:30 p.m.


