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SACRAMENTO REPORT

Virtue Is Non-Partisan, And So Is Vice, He Says

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL |
Assemblyman, 46th District

In accordance with the
State Constitution, there are|
40 State Senators and 80|
members of the Assembly,|
often referred to as Assem-
blymen, although one mem-
ber of the Assembly is al
lady, Mrs. Pauline L. Davis.

At the beginning of 1965,
there were 16 senators who
listed their occupstion as
“attorney.” One senator,
Stanley Arnold, became a

E‘]udge by appointment, leav-
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ing 15 who are still in the
Senate.

For some strange reason,
California is the only state
where lawyers usually give
their occupation as “attor-
ney,” which is an incom-
plete designation of occupa-
tion, because the word “at
torney” standing by itself
means an agent. For exam--
ple, attorney-in-fact is a fan-

cy term for an agent. If a
child 12 years of age is sent
by his father to buy a news-
paper, that child is his fa-
ther's agent and also his at-
torney-in-fact, without the
benefit of any legal train-
ing.

Of the 15 lawyers still in
the Senate, one was a Super-
jor Court judge before he
was elected to the Senate.
He has told me frequently
that he has often regretted
giving up his handsome sal-
ary as a Superior Court
judge to be paid $500 per
month as a state senator.
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in his Assembly district by
not advertising the fact that
he is a lawyer. He may be
correct. ‘

At least one Republican
lawyer who is a candidate
for the California Legisla-
ture this year has arranged
to have his occupation on
the ballot shown as some-
thing else. The reason is
that he has been a register-
ed lobbyist for some large
and powerful Texas corpor-
ations.

Now I am a Republican,
but that does not mean that
I am under any moral or
legal duty to defend and
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In the Assembly, at least
31 of the 80 members give
their occupation as “attor-
ney,” “attorney-at-law,” or
“lawyer,” with the designa-
tion “attorney” far out in
front. Actually, there are
32 but the 32nd lawyer tells
me that he gets more votes

protect all Republicans no
matter what they co. Re-
publicans seem to break
some of the Ten Command-
ments the same as Demo-
crats and those who regis-
ter as “decline to state.”
Virtue is non-partisan and
so is vice.

This report on the pre-
ponderance of lawyers in
the California Legislature is
timely because the Assem-
bly Constitutional Amend-
ment, which passed from
the Assembly to the Senate
with only one dissenting
vote, and contains provis-
ions for two regular sessions
and a pay raise for all leg-
islators also contains pro-|
visions to protect the pub-|
lic against lawyers in the|
Legislature havmg what is
politely callod ‘a conflict of|
interest.” This was written|
into the proposed amend-
ment to our State Constitu-

tion by lawyers in the As-|
sembly, not by those of us

who are not lawyers.
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Here is one example of|

a conflict of interest: A law-

yer who is a member of the

Legislature at the same time
can legally accept fees from

powerful

corporations for

giving them legal advice
and at the same time vote
for or against bills, in com-
mittees and on the floor of
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ter of the situation.
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Samuel L. Clemens, who|
wrote under the pen name|

record of haptism but his|

four Texas corporations cer-

tainly are aces in any game.|
According to Mark Twain, “"”‘

lorganization
Journalism| py.q, place awards were
Junior Col |garnered by Al Jacobs, who
|was honored for a photog-

|vention of the
Association of

| this makes him an ethical| Five individual first-place| |raphy series entitled ““Wa-

of Mark Twain, in his book, )| man. |awards, three second-place|tusi Dancer,” Kent Davis, fea-
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“The ethical man is a of a survey of the Califor-|sweepstakes plaque w ere| Buckingham, magazire lay-

Christian holding four|
aces.”

For the benefit of those
whose card games have
been confined to such in-
nocent pastimes as “Au-
thors” and “Old Maid,” 1
must explain that in a draw-
poker game, a man who
holds four aces can well af-
ford to be both a Christian
and ethical because \ullu
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nia Legislature and reports|brought back to El Camino lout, and Bill Packer, on-the-
that “there are too many |spot rewriting,

attorneys.” The report goes| tive Counsel of the State of  Second: place awards were
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that these are written for| Do not misunderstand me.| \Vllllam Polick.

them, as they are for the| I like lawyers. Many of my| A certificate of honorable
rest of us, by the splendid| best friends are lawyers, mention in editorial writing

California lawyers in the| but like death and taxation, Iua: awarded to Susan Ander-
office of the Honorable| enough is enough, I am glad\son editor-in-chief of the col-
George H ‘\lurph\ Legisla- to ropnrt lenp ‘newspaper.
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