TR ASTW R ST

e

Sk 2

H
]

nucu V !965

PRESS-HERALD

State’s Dis aiﬁhtv Fund

Encounters Own Problems &

By VINCENT THOMAS

Assemblyman, 63th District

The stale’s general fund is
not alone in suffering from
major revenue problems. The
state disability fond, from
which benefits are payvable to
those of the 4.5 million work-
ers covered by the program,?

whe ineur off-the-job iliness
or injury, has an even worse;
c2se of dollar deficiency. Un-
less prompt legistative reme-
dies are guickly concocted,
u\tre damage to the system

Since the enacimoent of our |
California disability iusurance!
Jaw in 946, the svsiem ofi
benefits has been financed|
entirely by the revenues from/
2 one per cent payroll tax on’
employes. However, the cur-
rent revenues from thie
source have been supplement-|
ed. under a combination of!
staie and federal permissive)
law, by revenues from the!
employes’ tax previously paid
fnto the federal treasury, to
the not insignificant tume of
$70 million,

Of coures, revenyes from’
this one percent tax havel
heen rising over the years
since the program started, as
the number of coverad work-|

ers increased, and the aver!
age wage rose. But this in-
erease in income has mnot|
heen sufficient to offset the
frequent raises in the weekly:
benefit amount, or the sddi-!
tion of a limited daily hospi-|
tal benefil

. - -

AT PRESENT, the maxi-
mum weekly benefit is now
$30, sud the hospitai benefit.|
$12 per day for 2 limit of 20
days, As a result, the disabili-
ty fund is not only broke, but
has even been forced to bor!
row against future revenues
to pay current beneflits

As of Janmary 31, the dis-
shility fund sank to » low of
$25 million. Even with re
venues accruing for the last]
quarter of 1984, the total
avalladls would noi be:
enough o pay anticipaled
benefits for the first quarter
of 1963, so the disabdlity fund
borrowed 337 million, $5 mil-
%% from the Department of
Emplovment contingent fund,
and $32 million from the mo-;
tor vehicle fund, To indicate]
the size of the problem in |
voived, the total paid in bene-
fits during the calendar 1984
was almost $211 million.

Earlier in our current ses-’
slon an sdministrationback.
ed bill to do something aboul
the matter was introducsd in
the Assembly. The measure
would have raised the fax on!
empioyees to 1.1 per cent of
wages from 2 nine-month per-
fod starting April 1. and
would have raised the “base
for measuring the tax from
$5800 per year to 37500 on a.
permanent basis. The Repub-!
lican winority countered with
their own proposal, which’'
called for no tax increase, a
smaller raise in the base. and
for some limitations on bene-.
fits payable to temparary
and seasomal workers. How-
eover, the bill passed the As
sembly in its original form.!

o % :

IN THE SENATE, the As
sembly measure was referred;
to the Commiitee on Insur-|
ence and Fisancial JIostity.
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Sludents at Fern- hrm*}
wood and Armolg Elementary|
Schools will have the oppor- |
tunity this week tn delve into
the mysteries and miracles of |
m&cm\un ransmission.

Through the help

of two

speakers from Pacific Tele |
phone’s public relations de
partment, the studenis will
see how, on a long distance
call, their woice may tcavel
for miles through empty
$pace, »

The speskers will use s/
working scale model of 3
mierowave franumitter and
receiver o demonstrate how
volce, dale and felevision
transmission ave carried siny
uitanecusly ower a single ra-
dio besm

In addition, several inter|
asling experiments probe io-

fo the very nature of the
micTowave i
- Y !
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BETTER FOOD

HICKORY SMOKED
SHANK PORTION
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AVG. 24c LB.
ARMOUR'S WHOLE OR BUTT PORTION
STUFFED TURKEY - 3@ SMOKED HAM... 49‘
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PRUNES

12.0%
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SNOW-WHITE
HEADS ¢ COCK O THE WALK Bounnou
SUINS s 25 e 5 99
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BUCKEYE ALE. . cans
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CHAMPAGNE . . .
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BUTTERNUY

NABISCO

PRELL BANQUET CHICKEN, Whole /Fried ... GUEST RANCH Toilet Tissve .........._..

-4 Pak 33¢  LOWLIPURS bog Ca

OREQ CREME LQUID C&H Granulasted ......ousms GOODWIN'S AMMONIA Qr 29¢  MD TORET NisSuUE

SANDWICH SHAMPOO FELS S "m" L i GLORIETTA Tomato Juice ... B, 3ic LIBBY'S PUSPLE P
1101 39: Medium GHIRARDELL! Gy Lwr«d Cm.a,.a" : HAWANAN PUNCH, Frozen . 607, 5for §1  LIBBY'S TOMATO
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