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Lincoln Medical History

Nearly 100 years alfter his
death  Abraham Liscoln s
making an unexpected con-
wn o society, He is
ng medical soience learn
2 aboul an inherited con-
tion knewn as the Marfan
syndrome, which Lincola is
believed to have had

Making a feil study of our
Laliess piesident and hus re-
lation fo the set of symptoms

i

characterized by & tali, ianky !

FERRUARY 17, 1948

{isemeatin the skin, long faciallskeieta! asymmetries. T He height, Many of the

features resulting in a high- hande, ang particularly the dent'y paternal

Presi. faom Samuel Lineoln, who ar-

“The heredity of the world's
anceslors as rived

’ n in America in 1637 and grest men her long bees "
\Arched palate, and protrud. iong, spidery, and often well as his descendanis and was the founder of the lsource of fascination ‘ “
ing ears. While they may be “doubls . jninted” fingers, individuals in other lineg de- dent's line in this country, or; & # oy
jstrong and agile (2s was the provide other indices. The seended from 5 common ag- from his wife Marthe, whoge OTVES BY: Netwrts, g
Tatlepiitiar, Abe Lincoln) Marfan syndiome generally cestor show similsr fraits.  maiden name may have been though it can never fully ex. g
* T d they are prome to dislocations’ includes some eve invoive| Three of Lincol.'s four sons Lyford or Lewis. His present plain theiy achievements < Be. o
P - ) and herniss ment. in very severe cases, resembled theiv father, andinvesti aiion into the lineageing abmormally tall, skinn ,
Dld‘f Help Patlents O a" Normal persons have an paitentg may have weskness 3l fhree died af early ages of Sam‘u:l's cousing may ;ﬁm-‘anfl Su;cir!dymmii! have ‘}x s
» L4 ATm  span  approximately in the man ariery leading of what may heve been heart vide the answer, {fluenced 2 sensitive, intelli.
even wiore vigiant shont the lieved to be caused by 3 dem. jequal to their height, and the from the heart or assoeisted disfanction. One of the doys! He is also studying 2 branchgent backwoods youth ta try &
imedicai aspects of hiz work, inznt gene, which meang that distance from the publc bone heart dighinction had a cieft palate lmcoln‘n"of Lincolns who came from harder and schieve more p
since the Marlan syndroine is e condition can appear inlo the scies of the feet and: Dr. Schwarts has  shown'eidest son, Hobert, who did|Nerwick, England, consider-than other bovs. It might aiss ;
a difficult condition 1o diag- a child if one parent carries:the 19p 5! the bead is aiso that Lineoln had many Mar. not resemble the President,ably after Samuel Lincoln.'have contributed fo the deep
nose. As a result of bis re- the gene, wherea. a recessive approximately equal. ifan traits, including overiy had eye trouble, and Rob In addition, he is tsying to compassion and understand. i
port, the syndrome is now be. gene cannot affect a child un-| gn lang arms and legs, leanness. ‘ert’s son, Abraham, who fa. iearn more sbout personality ing of other people for which l‘
ing recognized more {re-less both paremts carry it IN TRE ADULY Marfan|iypical facial and hand char. vored his grandisther, died traits which may be ssgocis-|Lincoln is o well kﬂfmlj“ ’
quently, Individuals with the Mar the arm gpan s iypically acteristics, and eye di at aiso of possible heart ted with the Marfan gyn-| Asg a result of his reses
il fan syndrome generally have three inches gréater than the lies Very recently he has se. g netion, drome. “Nany ease reports Ty, Schwarty believes thae
IT WAS FIRST describediong extremities, narrow ibeight, the lower part of the toblished that Lincoln s am BRENTLY Dr. Schwartz suggest superior intelligence the Marfan svndrome may he 154
m 1898 b 8 French physi-shoulders, thin or sunken body i longer than the up-ispan was from three 1o six.is trying fo determine wheth- and other #pecial talents,” he more common that was erig- LA
ciam. A, B. Marfan it Jg be-chests, Joose joints little fat'per part, aad there ave otheriinches grester than Miser the Marfan gene came says. (inally thought, s

build, eye involvement amd
i mevers cases beari {rou.
bie, is the sparetime activity
of a Usiversity of Southern
Californiz physicias, Dr.
Harold Schwartz, of Hunting-
{on Park

While other lincoin buffs
tollect such Lincolnisna as
Sooks and photogravhs. Dr,
Schwartz  collects Lincoln's
relations. *Kin of Lincoln can
be found 28l ever America”™
be sazs. 'When he finds them.

b potr BRI race om Fan
coin’s medical {amily free.
¥ .

IN WORK published ia the
Jeurnal of the American Med.
ical Association and since ex-
panded, Dr Schwartz, in in-
structor in medicine at the

USC Schoo! of Medisi e, pre-.

sents exiensive evidence that
our 165 President had the
Marfan svodrame.

He has traced the Marfan
gene back through Lincoin's
paternsi line to the {irst geo-
eration of Lincolns in this
countsy, around 1620 just 10
Vears afler the Piigrims land-
ed

The findings have been
found useful by both histor
fans and medical authorities.
Several bhistoricai  puviica-
1 have requested permis-
=328 Yo reproduce the Lincoin
medical gencological chart
whith Dr. Schwartz has de
veloped, And the British Med.
jcal Jourmal commented
* «« the investivation . . . |
throwe fresh light om 2 con-
dition about which little is
known, and we await further

ate with interest™

THE RESEARCH has a
furtBer value 1o medical sci-
ence. Smce humans repro-
duce af a considerably slower
Tate than fruit flies or gul-
Pea pigs, carefullv-decument-
&4 studies following genetic
traits through 2 dozem or
more gemerafions are rare
When availabje, they
considerably o our
ledge. Today, more and more

on is being paid to
¢ aboormajities, and
geaciies has aiso comg to the
ivrefront with basic findings
on DNA and RNA. Thus
Lincoln and his kin may help
answer questions pot only
about the Marfan syndrome.
but about the behavior of
Egenes
Six years ago,

fore he

began his Lincoln study, Dr.:

Schwartz was not especially
concerned cither the
history or the Marfan syn-

wila

drome — even though be bad '

studiad at the University of
IMinois in Champaign-1 riana,
prime Lincolp couatry, After
receiving his MDD, from Il
Bois in 1930, the ‘ormer New
Yorker tpok his internship
2t Los An s County Gen-
eral Haospi where be diag-
nosed his first case of (Re
Marfan syndrome. But %is .

terest as he entered practice
cenlered ¢n beart and lung
disorders. :

In his spare time. Dr.
Schwartz like to read blogra-
Phy, and he bad 51 com-
pleted Card Sa great
work on Lincoln in 1959
when 2 seven-year-oid hoy
Was brought to his office He
diagnosed the boy ag having
the Marfan syndrome
$Ow .

1,

A FEW MONTHS later, D
Schwartz leammed that one
of the boy's close relatives
kad the same surnaroe as the
President and immediately
wondered o Lincoln  could
have had the same condition

As the buy, He followed his
hanch and determined 1hat
the Doy was a distanl rela-

tive of the President.

The USC physician’s  life
hasn't been the same since

In search of historical
terial, he has traveleg fr
028l to coast
incTeasingly serious abhout
mvestigations, he had to hack
Brouind bumself i

A lie became

sty

genelics snd genevlogy aa
eanrmous task Lincoln Jiter
ature ig second voliime
oniy 1 writings on Jesus
Ch ihe {ield is crowd
& 2 aurihoritics who e
quick to point out Ny un
1 bt claims  about
their he

Dr. Sebwartz  had 1o be
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