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Are Taxes |
On Homes
Too High?

I have owned and sold mil-
Hons of dollars worth of real
property in the last several
years.
more confused over the
white, red, and black invoice
called a tax bill which I re-
ceive around Nov. 2 of each
year. I have made an honest
effort to understand assessed
valuation, tax rates, and the
mechanics necessary to com-
pute a tax bill. I usually do
pretty well until I begin com.-!
paring it with other property
which is comparable. At this
point I give up for fear if 1
pursue it, I'll surely end up
in the bug house.

. .

WE CAN ALL appreciate
the complex job of the Coun-
ty Assessor and make allow-
ances for errors which are
sure to happen, but why so

Every day I become| §
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hope someone does before it's
too late. The power to tax is
the power to destroy.

Astronomy |

Class Set
At School !

many? Or are there really
so many? I couldn’t count
the times I have seen gross
inequities in the tax bill. I
recall one situation where we‘
sold a building for $23,500
and were lucky to get that;
the taxes were $645 per year. |

We recently sold a tract of |
new homes in North Torrance
for approximately $40,000.
We estimated the taxes high
at $800. The first tax bill
was $1,250— can you imag-
ine, over $100 per month for
taxes?

LIKE MOST PEOPLE, when
I received all those nice yel-
low envelopes this year, 1
didn't even bother to see
where my money was going.
It would put me in a bad
::lm ub!:“{ ::uldn't do any-
Al anyway,
ln‘!hlnk this is where the
trouble lies. The apathy to-
ward serious problems. Home
ownership is one of the most
important assets of our coun-
try. We had better protect it,
for if we don’t we are sure
to lose it. Property taxes are
dangerously high.
- . .

|able to augment classroom

Adults who enroll in an
evening class in astronomy,
to be offered during the
spring semester at Torrance
Evening High School, will be

experiences with direct obser-
vation of the skies.

Charles Pillet, instructor
for the class, said the class|
will spend some time around |
the newly installed telescope
at Torrance High. The class|
is designed for laymen, |

In addition to using the
telescope, students will hear|
speakers on meteorology, ge-|
ology, and astronomy, take!
field trips, and view slides
and films, |

The class, which began|
Monday, will meet each Mon- |
day and Wednesday from 7|
to 9:30 p.m. Sessions will be |
held at Torrance High School,
2200 W. Carson St.

YWCA Ski Club |
Slates Dance
'Friday Night

1 AM AMUSED when we|
occasionally hear from our
politicians regarding taxes.
The latest suggestion was to
put a 2 per cent ceiling on
property taxes, This would
not reduce taxes, but would
allow an increase when
needed. Let's talk about re-
ducing taxes, not putting a
ceiling on them,

Taxes are certainly neces-
sary; however I cannot help
thinking there must be a bet-
ter'way, The money .from
property taxes benefits every-
one in a community, not just
the property owners. I don't
have the answer but let's

The Torrance YWCA Ski
Club will sponsor a dance for
sixth, seventh, and eighth
graders Friday from 7 to 11
p.m. !

The dance will be held at|
the YWCA building, 2320 W |
Carson St.

Admission is 75 cents per
person,

DISEASES NOTED i

One case each of gonorrhea, |
scarlet fever, and tuberculo-
sis were reported in Torrance
for the week ending Jan. 15,
the Los Angeles County
Health Department has an-
nounced,

Mobil Qil to Consolidate
Western Producing Regionz-z=

Mobil Oil Company* today
it will idat

headquarters at Los Angeles,

its Los Angeles, Houston,
Midland, and Denver, Explor-
ation and Producing Divisions
into three new regions, with

and Denver,

The company's 28 explora- |
tion or producing district of-
|fices in the United States will
be 1i into six new

Class Set
In Public
Speaking

A class in public speaking
is being offered for adults by
the Torrance Evening High
School this spring, Raymond
Collins, principal, has an-
nounced.

The class, which began this
week, will meet from 7 to 9
pm, each Monday, Sessions
will be held in room 205 at
Torrance High School. ' /

Instructor Gary Mitchell
will emphasize the funda-
mentals of effective public
speaking, including develop-
ment of the voice, vocabu-
lary, diction and poise, and
organization and delivery of
material, 2

Students may register at
the first meeting tomorrow.

divisi wth headquarters at
Midland and Corpus Christi,
Texas; New Orleans and|
Shreveport, La.,; Oklahoma
City, Okla,, and Casper Wyo.‘

Each new division will be|
headed by a general munager |
who will be responsible for
both exploration and produc-|
ing, There will be no districts
within the divisions.

The announcement was
made locally by L. C. Ste-
vens, presently vice president
in charge of the Los Angeles
Exploration and Producing
Division, Stevens has been
named vice president of the
new West Coast Region at
Los Angeles,

The change will become ef-
fective April 1, according to
J. D, Moody, a Mobil execu-
tive vice president and head
of the company’s Exploration
and Producing Department,

Moody said the consolida-|
tion is being made to im-
prove Mobil's competitive po-|
sition for the future, |
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Compare before you

You'll find there’s No Comparison...

Check all the extra values you get at no extra cost at Scottsdale Town Houses
against comparably priced homes for sale now in the Harbor area.
¢ Country Club Living—a world of recreation facilities for the whole family to enjoy, including

Kiddie Parks, Olympic-sized. Swimming Pools, Littie League Ball Park, Pop Wamer Football
Field, Town Hall and Community Clubhouse and a trained recreation director.

¢ Maintenance-Free Living—forget all those lawn.care and exterior home maintenance chores.

We take care of them while you and your family are enjoying yourselves. A low monthly
maintenance fee takes care of all that.

* Distinctive Town Houses—your own private Town House selected from a wide variety of five
separate floor plans and 22 distinctively-styled contemporary exterior designs.

Before you buy, check all these values at Scottadale Town Houses. At $18,500 you'll
find there's simply no com,

Only 5% Down Moves You In

v~ 218,900

ST IESDALE

TR ROUSES

Scottsdale Town Houses are located on Avalon Boulevard between Carson and Sepuiveda,

one mile East of the Harbor Freeway. For further information call TE 4-6725. Open daily from
10 a.m. until 8 p.m.
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HERE'S A SAMPLE OF
“COMPARABLE™ BUYS
IN THIS AREA:

SEE WHAT WE MEAN?

buy...

“This reconstruction and|ings. Antique printing equip-

FOR A RESULT
GETTING

| CALL DA 5-6060
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