
Text of the Ferraro-Johnson Letters
(Following if the text of the city manager's 

letter informing his assistant, Orin P. Johnson, of 

his dismissal. A copy of the letter was made avail­ 
able to the Press-Herald by Mr. Johnson)

Dear Mr. Johnson:
As a result of the informa­ 

tion we exchanged on Janu­ 
ary 20, 1986, it is profession­ 
ally necessary for me to Im­ 
mediately terminate your em­ 
ployment with the City of 
Torrance.

1 Your confirmations of con­ 
sidering yourself as a possi 
ble councilmanic candidate at 
the forthcoming April 1966 
municipal election is a seri­ 
ous, professional, ethical 
breach of the administrative

which is required and expect 
ed of appointed public serv­ 
ants. Traditionally, our form
of local government 
mands a complete and
tinct separation of profes­ 
sional administrative public 
employes from legislative 
representatives elected by, 
and responsible to, the elec­ 
torate. To seriously enter­ 
tain, such as you have the 
possibility of changing your 
status from a non-partisan 
appointed administrative pub­ 
lic employe to that of an 
elected political representa­ 
tive will cast grave doubts 
in the public's eye concern­ 
ing the degree of political Im­ 
partiality perspective which 
our system requires.

You are well aware that in 
the Mayor-Council-City Man­ 
ager form of government the 
City Manager Is completely 
responsible for the perform­ 
ance of all administrative 
functions. Accordingly, Asst. 
City Managers and Adminis­ 
trative Assistants are defined 
by the Civil Service ordi­ 
nance not to be a part of the

that an unidentified persoms 
is investigating or keeking 
the feasibility of soliciting 
campaign funds for your po 
tential City Council candi 
dacy.

In your present, day to day 
capacity, your are a direct 
agent of the City Manager 
The office of the City Man 
ager is responsible for the 
processing of numerous items 
of municipal affairs request­ 
ed by private individuals

(The tert of Orin P. Johnson's reply to the city 

manager following notice of his dismissal Thursday 

afternoon as assistant city manager. Mr. Johnson 

madf a copy of his reply available to the Press- 
Herald)

classified service. The reason I Cl 'y Manager woul< 
for this is that the extreme ! take   dmllar coun 
sensitivity of our responsibil- li°n lhere is n° doubt in my

dacy are unidentified, it be­ 
comes, in my opinion, a ser 
lous breach of professional 
public service principles to 
allow campaign funds to be 
solicited while you occupy 
the position of Asst. City 
Manager.

Even the mere suggestion 
that funds are being solicited 
for an Asst. City Manager to 
be a candidate for a City 
Council position would per­ 
haps imply a loss of respect 
for our profession and jeop­ 
ardize the current City Coun­ 
cil's respect and confidence 
for the non-partisan nature 
of our job.

The nature of your post 
tion as Asst. City Manager 
provides numerous public ac­ 
cesses for various outside 
persons interested in the mu­ 
nicipal programs. This, cou­ 
pled along with those un­ 
identified persons with whom 
you have discussed the possi­ 
bility of a Council candidacy, 
materially raises questions 
regarding the propriety of 
my office. For example, if a 

I City Manager would under- 
s* of ac

ities require that we enforce 
ordinances and administer 
programs in a manner which 
does not reflect political in­ 
fluences.

While you have not made 
a final personal decision is to 
whether or not you will be­ 
come a candidate in the 
forthcoming municipal elec­ 
tion, conversely, to my know­ 
ledge, or based upon our con­ 
versation, you have done 
nothing in recent weeks to 
discourage those persons who 
have expressed interest in 
sponsoring you as a potential 
candidate. While I have deep 
respect for the frankness of 
your answers, I cannot, in ail 

dgood conscience, allow you 
to continue employment as 
an Asst. City Manager in con­ 
sideration of your admittance

Subdivisions 
Approved

Two area subdivisions have 
been approved by the Region­ 
al Planning Commission.

Prairie Subdivides, Inc., 
17422 S. Prairie Ave., will 
subdivide six acres into 59 
single family lots. The acre­ 
age is located south of 213th 
Street and east of Dominguez 
Channel in the Carson zoned 

 district.
Ninety^flve acres, located 

north of Palos Verd** Drive 
South and west of Palos Ver- 
des Drive East, in the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula zoned dis­ 
trict will be subdivided into 
240 single family lots by the 
Great Western Land Co. of 
Fullerton.

mind that a Council, any City 
Council, would terminate his 
employment immediate­ 
ly. Conversely, a professional 
City Manager who is political­ 
ly inspired should terminate 
his employment with the gov­ 
ernmental agency before he 
semi   public indicates his 
"political" availability as i 
councilmanlc candidate 
Therefore, an Asst. City Man­ 
ager, who is solely responsi­ 
ble to the City Miniger 
should conduct himself with 
the same degree of profes­ 
sionalism.

In summary, my most Im­ 
mediate concern is your 
frank admittance of outside 
activities that are in process 
regarding the soliciting of 
political campaign funds for 
your possible candidacy. Fur 
ther, your failure to kdvise 
me of your Interest as a pos 
slble political candidate has 
resulted In an unwarranted 
delay by this office in deter­ 
mining your political Inter­ 
est. It would have been my 
assumption, that you would 
have taken a leave of ab­ 
sence of your present em­ 
ployment if you had serious 
considerations of being a pos­ 
sible political candidate.

Therefore, In consideration 
of our discutiion regarding 
your potential candidacy as a 
City Councilman, 1 exercise 
the only alternative that is 
available to me under the 
ctrcumstinces to terminate 
your employment with the 
City of Torrince effective 
January 20, 1968.

Very truly yours, 
EDWARD J. FERRARO

ORIN P. JOHNSON 
Protests Ouster

NewDGS 
To Appear 
Tomorrow

The world's largest com 
mercial jetliner, the Super 
81 DC-8, will make its first 
public appearance tomorrow 
when it rolls off an assembly 
line atDouglas Aircraft Co 's 
Long Beach facility.

Measuring 187.4 feet from 
nose to tall, the new jetliner 
is 37 feet longer than DC-8 
jets now flying. It will carry 
up to 2S1 pissengers. 62 
more than any previous 
model of the DC-8.

The Super 81. powered by 
four Pratt and Whitney Air­ 
craft turbofan engines mount­ 
ed on the wings, will make 
its maiden flight in March.

Douglas Aircraft Co, Inc., 
has received orders for 23 of 
the Super 61 jetliners to 
date.

Youth Corps

Schools 
Curtail 
Program
Curtailment of the Neigh­ 

borhood Youth Corps Work 
Training Program was an­ 
nounced this week by the 
Torrance Unified School Dli- 
trict.

Criteria for student partici­ 
pation set up by the United 
States Department of Labor 
has cut down the number of 
students who are eligible for 
the program, district officials 
said.

Under original government 
requirements, allowance was 
made for the higher cost of 
living in Los Angeles County 
which permitted 31 partici­ 
pating school districts In Los 
Angeles County to use stand­ 
ards which followed recom­ 
mendations of the Welfare 
Department of the Office of 
the Governor of California.

According to the new crl> 
teria established by the De 
partment of Lib or, local 
school districts are required 
to use the same economic cri­ 
teria which apply In all sec­ 
tions of the United States. 
The new criteria has been 
applied to new applicants as 
of Dec. 9 and will apply to 
persons already employed

___City Manage^__ Mglnntng Feb. 1

Dear Mr. Ferraro:
This will acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter dated 
this date in which you dis­ 
charged me without notice on 
the grounds that I might POS­ 
SIBLY be an candidate for
the City Council at the next you know
election in April. 1 believe 
we discussed very thoroughly 
the reasons why a group of 
unnamed citizens had asked 
whether or not I would con­ 
sider the piecing of my name 
on the ballot.

You will recall when, In 
October, you offered me the 
alternative of taking a down­ 
grade in position or leaving 
the City's employment. The 
deadline for my downgrade 
or termination was January 
1, 1988. The correspondence 
you processed to Council re­ 
questing the elimination of 
the Assistant City Manager's 
position which I held was not 
acceptable to the City Coun 
ell. When they did not con 
cur in your plan, you were 
overtly dissatisfied. After 
some delay, the request to 
eliminate my position was 
reprocessed to Council.

Council established March 
1 as the date in which my 
downgrade or termination 
would become effective. At 
no time his anyone ever sug 
gested that the quality, quan 
tity, or professionalism of my 
work has been anything but 
the highest. I failed to see 
then, nor do I see now, any 
reason why 1 was being down­ 
graded or requested to term­ 
inate. On the contrary, all of 
the people with whom I have 
worked during my past four 
years with the City of Tor- 
ranee as Assistant City Man­ 
ager have stated their over­ 
whelming approval of my ef­ 
forts.

People in professional man­ 
agement will agree with me 
that money Invested in high­ 
ly experienced and produc 
tive executives Is substantial 
md when one terminates, 
that money and valuable ex 
perience has been lost to the 
employer. Over the years 1 
have had the good fortune of 
saving Torrance many thou­ 
sands of dollars of the peo 
pie's tax money through the 
exercise of good Judgment 
and professional conduct.

The negotiation for the 
existing library contract that 
the City of Torrance now en­ 
joys with the County of Los 
Angeles has saved the tax 
payers approximately $300, 
000 a year over the course ol 
this five year contract. The 
City Council, at that time 
singularly credited me with 
the successful consummation 
of that contract And this Is 
only one of the many assign 
ments 1 have performed in

Students Cited 
As Outstanding

Two local residents, Jimet 
D. Brecht and Melody Eisen 
betas, were among 13 stu­ 
dents at Los Angeles Trade- 
Technical College to receive 
academic achievement 
awards.

Brecht, in aircraft student, 
and Miss Elsenbelss, a cos­ 
metology student, received 
semi-annual awards of a 
plaque as being the most out 
standing student of their de 
partments.

COUNT MARCO

Lore /s Not for the Birds
MtfN DIEU! I have upset 

someone. And a parakeet 
lover at that. She writes: "I 
with to protest your column 
In which you ridiculed wom­ 
en for expending love on 
parakeets and suggested they 
expend It on a man.

"The cruelty and vitupera­ 
tion expressed in that column 
were monstrous, and the in­ 
formation erroneous, though 
I consider such expressed 
cruelty quite an Indication of 
your psychological make-up."

My facts are never errone­ 
ous, and undoubtedly the 
writer is referring to the 
maximum number of words 
a parakeet may utter after 
years of encouragement, 
which are about 600. All I 
said was that if half tl.at en­ 
couragement was applied to 
husbands, fewer women 
would be forced to end their 
days husbandless and trying 
to teach a bird to converse 
for company.

But on to the complaint: 
"It seems to me that whtn 
a man has gone so fur that 
he must ridicule women be­ 
cause they dare to love one 
of God's creatures rather 
than pine for a man, then It 
is time to call a halt to such 
cruelty."

Look who's talking about 
cruelty. The majority of di­ 
vorces are now granted to 
women who created the ex­ 
pression "mental cruelty."

"A number of well-moti­ 
vated women were hurt deep­ 
ly and held up to ridicule by 
their friends."

Let me say here and now 
it was not my Intent to ridi­ 
cule, btt to extend my sym­ 
pathy to such poor creatures 
as the one I saw climbing 
the lonely hill to her house 
carrying two quarts of beer 
and a box of parakeet seed 
under her arm.

She continues: "It has long 
been my belief that your

columns recommend too 
much immorality, such as 
justifying mistresses The 
only reason that 1 have not 
protested before Is that too 
many women assured me 
that they were simply amused 
at such frothing at the mouth 
and didn't want me to spoil 
the joke. If you wish to re- 
diem yourself, apologize in 
print for your ridicule of 
women who love parakeets. 
 S.B."

My columns have never ad­ 
vocated Immorality. I main­ 
tain that if more women fol­ 
lowed my advice they would 
not be forced through loneli­ 
ness, to Indulge In Immoral 
conduct.

Again I say I have nothing 
against parakeets. But ask 
any woman who owns one 
who gave up a man In ex­ 
change and she'll tell you: 
"I'd rather have hit head on 
the pillow next to me than 
bird droppings at the bottom 
of a cage."

the best interest of the City 
It, therefore, appears to me 
that your plan to eliminate 
my position and force me 
into a decision of either 
downgrade or termination 
has been for reasons only
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Ann Savs

Bedside Pills Can 

Lead to Mistakes

In view of whit I consider 
a very rash action on your 
part to discharge me without 
notice and prior to the March 
1 date, which had already 
been established by City 
Council, 1 can only draw one 
conclusion. You have carried 
out a personal vendetta in 
making your decision to 
downgrade or terminate me 
in the first place. You have 
furthered this cause by accel

the City prior to a time al 
ready determined. In my 
opinion, you have ignored the 
directive of Council and 
have used my "possible" can 
dldacy as a means to accom 
plish your purpose. I intend 
to appeal your decision to 
the City Council and call for 
reinstatement to my position 
Until such time as the City 
Council's March 1 deadline 
has been met. Again, I (ail to 
ste how the Chief Admin
Utrau. Officer of"theTuyi»r X" cS "
can completely ignore Coun 
cil's directive when the onl 
excuse for doing this is the 
remote possibility that a 
citizen might run for public 
office thereby exercising his 
inalienable right under our 
democratic form of govern 
ment.

I reiterate that the date for 
my termination has alresdy 
been set by the true govern 
Ing body of this City. I fee 
that I am entitled to plan for 
my future and the well-being 
of my family by trying to 
pick up the broken pieces o 
my life and professional ca 
reer. We must face the facts 
After March 1, a mere two 
months away, by your direc 
ttve, I would have been term 
Inated anyway. Should 1 have 
simply accepted this termlna 
tion and passed into oblivion 
in so far as public service Is 
concerned? I do not believe 
so. I like Torrance and the 
people in It and want to con 
tlnue to serve It the best way

ORIN P. JOHNSON 
Assistant City Manager

I can.

'66 Tabs

Renew Now; 
Form Later 
Line Wffl
Business Is slow at the Tor 

ranee branch of the Depart 
ment of Motor Vehicles, ac 
cording to Manager Charle 
Crelghton.

"Now is a good time for a 
person to renew his vehicle 
registration with minimum 
waiting," Crelghton said. "Af 
ter another week, tht lines 
will grow longer as we near 
the end of the renewal peri 
od."

The deadline for vehicle 
registration renewal Is Feb 
4. Penalties will be added to 
renewal bills submitted after 
that date.

Creighton reminded area 
vehicle owners that ihe (oca! 
office will be open until noon 

next Saturday. Week 
day office hours are from 8 
to S daily, he said.

The office Is located it 
1907 Border Ave.

United Bank 
Announces 
New Merger

Shareholders of V n 11   d 
California Bank In a special 
meeting Monday approved 
-he merger Into United Cali­ 
fornia Bank of the Feather 
River National Bank of Oro- 
vtlle, Calif.

All necessary approvals 
hive been obtained from 
state and federal banking au 
thoritles, as well at from 
Feather River National Bank 
shareholders, and it In expect- 
ed that the merger will be 
consummated following cer­ 
tain additional corporate 
steps.

The terms of the merger 
tor an exchange of ;aock on 
he basis of ,88 of a rhare of 

United California Bank stock 
for each share of Feather 
River Bank stock.

Dear Ann Landers: The arguments and our rex life (tell the women when 1 invite 

is excellent. During the lastlthem to my house to please
man whose wife died after 
'.aklng an overdose of sleep­ 
ing pills may not have been 
lying to his children when he 
old them, "Mommy made a

several months Craig has 
shocked me with his remarks 
in mixed company about our 
intimate relations. His slyly

leave their husbands and 
kids at home?   OUTNUM­ 
BERED

mistake and took the wrongiworded "jokes" suggest that! Dew Out: Most husbands 

11 am an inadequate bed part- couldn't be dragged to amedicine.' 
Two years ago 1 went intoiner

a deep depression when we 
lost our only son. Our physi

Can it be that when men 
reach their middle 40s they

dan prescribed sleeping tab- fee' the need to appear more
lets along with tranquilizing 
Dills. The night of the funeral 
I took two sleeping tablets 
and left the bottle on my bed
side table. I was awakened at '' totally satisfied at home

4 p.m. the next afternoon by 
my panic-stricken husband 
and a concerned physician.

During the night I hid tak­ 
en four sleeping pills al­ 
though I had no recollection 
of doing so. 1 could have 
taken the whole bottle and 
died.

The physician told us thit 
medicine should never be

should always be placed in 
the medicine cabinet so one 
must get out of bed ind walk

LUCKY TO BE ALIVE

Dear Larky: Thank you 
for the life-saver. And 
while we are en the sub­ 
ject, I'd like to add this: 
Partly-used bottle! of med­ 
icine should be stored In a 
locked cabinet to eliminate 
the danger of gelting the 
*reng HCdlclne during the 
might

Dean Ann Landers: My 
husband and I have been 
happily married for over 20 
years. Craig Is a fine person 
and he is kind and generous 
by nature. We have very few

active sexually than their 
Is this part of thewives?

male ego. 
I know very well that Craig

and I cannot figure out why 
he tries to make it appear 
otherwise. Please enlighten 
me.   PUZZLEMENT

Dear Puzzled: The reason 
for Cralg's behavior Is any­ 
body's guess, and your 
guess Is probably right on 
target. But whatever the 
reason, he Is guilty of gross 
bad taste. I can't Imagine a 
topic less suitable for small 
talk than this one. Tell him 
te stay off the subject un­ 
less he wants to be thought 
ef as a boorish clattertrap.

Dear Ann Landers. I mar­ 
ried Into a family that just 
loves to give showers for en­ 
gaged girls, new brides, new 
babl»s, anniversaries, birth­ 
days, and anything they can 
dream up.

Many of the women bring 
their husbands along, and 
even their children. They say, 
"I couldn't get a sitter," or 
"my husband decided to come 
and see if he could get up a 
pinochle game."

I always end up feeding 
eight or ten more people 
than I had planned on and, 
of course, I run short of ._ .. _.. 
food. Would It be all right to Mr. Pruett

woman's shower with a 20 
mule team. Since you mar­ 
ried Into a family where 
the husbands enjoy going 
why not count on It and let 
the men have their pin­ 
ochle game?

Ann Linden will b« (lid to h«l!> 
mi with your problem! g*n4 U«> 
t her In car« of thin ntwlptpcr. 
irlo»lnii   (limped, lelf-iddruuil

C !»««. Punllihn-i Ntiwipittr

Documentary 
On Viet Nam 
Set Tonight

"Vlet Nam Profile," an 80- 
minute motion picture, will 
be presented at the Harbor 
Church, 1032 W. Pacific 
Coast Hwy., tonight at 7. ac­ 
cording to the Rev. Robert 
Pruett.

The color film depicts the 
people of the war torn coun­ 
try and takes the viewer Into 
scenes of actual combat. The 
missionaries and Vietnamese 
Christians are documented In 
their labors for Christ.

An invitation to gee the 
film, which was produced by 
Dr. Bob Pierce for World 
Vision, Inc., has been extend­ 
ed to all area residents by
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