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Narcotics: Time to Act

R®v ALPHONZO BELL
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the Chicago Narcotics De-
partment commented, “To
sustain a $20 a day habit an
addict must steal property
worth three or four times|
that amount.” Commissioner
Murphy of the New York City
Police Department testified
that it has been estimated
“of the total amount of crime
committed in this city, one-
third is by narcotic addicts.”
« o

RED CHINA and the Unit-
ed State engage in 80 per
cent of the world use and
ecommerce in narcotics. In the
United States, New York has,
the greatest addiction prob-|
lem with more than 10000}
offenders. California and Illi-|
nois are tied for second place
In California the major traf-
fic is centered in Los Angeles
where some experts estimate|
that two-thirds of the users
in the State live. It has been|
for this reason that public of-
ficials in Southern California|
so often have spearheaded|
national campaigns to meet
the problem.

When John Storer, Chief
of the California State Bu-
reau of Narcotics Enforce-
ment, appeared before the
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A good business man or
lawyer will tell you to sign
no paper unless you read it
and know what's in it

He might tell you the story
of Mr. and Mrs. Gullible
They signed a “deposit re-
ceipt” and agreed to sell a
vacant lot for $10,000 to a
buyer who wanted to get
some people to put up an
apartment there

The deposit slip named no
buyer, called for a down pay-
ment to be deposited in an
unnamed escrow, and said
that the sale depended on the
buyer's getting a $75,000
bank loan to pay for an un-
described building. The Gul-|
libles left the terms in the|
“deposit receipt” for the pro-
moter to fill in, |

. . . |

DAYS PASSED. The pro-
moter had trouble getting
any bank excited about his
building. Meanwhile the lot
rose in value. The Gullibles
wanted to back out of the
deal, but the promoter sued
to prevent their withdrawal
He won in the trial court,
but the Gullibles appealed
and the court of appeal re-
versed the trial court, The|
Gullibles could back out, at
last, |

Why? The contract was too|
vague to enforce, the court
said, The terms of the loan
the kind of building, the
time and method of enforce-
ment were too uncertain. The
court refused to fill in all
the blanks needed to make
the contract stand up

The Gullibles had won, but
they could have spared them
selves trouble by getting a
sound contract before they
signed, They were lucky
They got out of a contract to
sell their lot below its mar-
ket value

Land sale contracts (often
involving much money) are
sometimes poorly drawn
written on forms not suited
to the transaction or with
blanks not filled in, or with
terms not made fully clear

Have a lawyer check out
any such agreement before
you sign it, There may be a
Jot of money involved and
the real estate agent usually
looks after the seller's inter
ests and owes to him first a
duty of trust, though some
times he represents a buyer
It depends upon who has
contracted for his services

SHIGLLOSIS HERE

I'wo cases of shigellosis
and one case each of mumps
and syphillis were reported
from the Torrance area for
the week ending Dec, 12
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