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By VINCENT THOMAS 
Assemblyman, 68th District

Forewarnings of important 
Issues which are certain to be 
on the agenda of our 1965 
general session come from 
many sources besides our in­ 
terim committee meetings. 
Frequently, members of both 
our houses are invited to 
speak to conventions of state­ 
wide organizations, and their 
remarks give indications of 
problems we will be called 
upon to tackle.

Ever since our budget ses­ 
sion last spring it has been 
obvious that overhaul of our 
antiquated, complex state- 
level tax structure should be 
Item No. 1 on our list when 
we convene in January. To 
investigate the many prob­ 
lems, and to develop some 
possible solutions, sizeable 
amounts were authorized for 
Studies by the Senate and 
Assembly Revenue and Taxa­ 
tion Committees.

Two leading legislators re­ 
cently took advantage of the 
forum offered them by the 
annual convention of the 
county assessors' association 
to review different problems 
in our tax muddle. It is cer­ 
tain that the two matters they 
discussed will be served to 
us, spiced with controversy, 
right after the first of the 
year.

THE FIRST legislator made 
abundantly clear, right fronr 
the start of his remarks, 
where he stands on property 
taxation. Referring to it as 
"that festering sore in our 
revenue structure." he advo­ 
cated reduction of this bur­ 
den on California citizens. 
He pointed out that property 
tax collections have increased 
150 per cent in the past 10 
years, while the assessed val­ 
uation of property has been 
raised only 83.7 per cent and 
per capita personal income 
has gone up 83.5 per cent.

The legislator severely crit­ 
icized waste and duplication 
in local government services. 
He declared that to improve 
the tax climate here in Cali­ 
fornia, it is necessary not 
only to eliminate defects in 
the property tax. but also to 
improve the structure of local 
government. He called atten^ 
tion to the fact that the state j 
now has 3,342 special dis­ 
tricts, and that In the last 1U 
years their general fund ex­ 
penditures have increased by 
an astounding 1,127 per cent.

He emphasized that there 
Is little public awareness of 
the existence of most special 
districts. In 1,223 districts, the 
county boards of supervisors 
serve as directors, and dis­ 
trict affairs are buried in 
their lengthy agendas. In 
many others, directors are 
appointed in various ways, 
so the public has little voice 
In their selection. In the re­ 
mainder, contested elections 
are very rare. Board meet- 
Ings are infrequently attend­ 
ed by the public, and seldom 
reported by the press.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS are
big business. They received 
more than $481 million in 
revenue, of which $181 mil­ 
lion was in property taxes 
and assessments. They spent 
$471 million, of which $174 
million was for capital out­ 
lay. They have outstanding 
bonds totaling $10 billion, of 
which $1.2 billion are general 
obligation bonds.

The second legislator told 
the convention that some ac­ 
tion must be taken to end as­ 
sessment practices which are 

i driving California land out of 
agricultural use. He reported 
that 150,000 acres are lost 
each year because farm lands 
are being assessed as poten­ 
tial commercial or residential 
properties. He said a deferred 
tax plan for farm lands, simi­ 
lar to that in a 1962 ballot 
proposition which did not 
pass, is being considered by 
many farm groups. Assessors 
should give this a lot of 
thought, he recommended
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PV Captain to 

Direct HO 1C
Capt. Robert J. Hanson, 

USN, will command the Naval 
ROTC at the University of 
Southern California. He suc­ 
ceeds Col. Joseph N. Renner, 
USMC.

Captain Hanson and his 
wife, Josephine, live at 30803 
Rue Valois on Palos Verdes 
PMinsula.
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VAN NESS AVENUE*Formerly Arlington) TORRANCE
TELEPHONE FA 8-8280 or SP 5-3129

Open Seven Days a Week to Shop and Save! "
WEEKDAYS—12 NOON Till 9 P.M. • SATURDAY—10 Till 6 • SUNDAY—12 Till 5
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Beautifully Tailored 
Corduroy Capris

C«rti-Bond Membership It fr«* if you qualify! .£,

OUR ENTIRE STOCK 
OF FINE MEN'S 
SUITS INCLUDED

THE PURCHASE OF
ONE SUIT AT OUR

USUAL LOW CERTI-BOND
PRICE ENTITLES YOU 

TO BUY ANOTHER SUIT
IN THE SAME PRICE 

CATEGORY AT '/, PRICE

One Suit

Suit For

Vi Price
Summer Sport 

Shirt Close-Out

• HAND TOWELS 73<

• BAGS $2.84 to $10.93

• COLUMBIA BAILS (DRILLED) . . $24.84

• AIRttYTE BOWLING SHOIS ............... $4.87

• 2 PC. GARCIA 2SM RODS .......................... $8 94

• TACKLE BOXES .............. .$1.37 !• $10.94

• FLOATING FISH KNIVES ...._..„___.„.. »4c

• GAftCIA 302 SPIN REELS ...._........_....$21.48

Regular $249 — Save $71

Admiral 15 Cu. 
Ft. Freezer

• HI-BASE 12 GA. MKS (DUCKS) .............. ......$2.99

• PETERS 12 GA. (CMUCKI«$).... ...................... $t.»f

• PEHRS BOX OF 20 30 06 (DIM) ................. $4.04

• HANOI* 12 OA. (TRAP)

• COLEMAN IP 2-BURNER STOVI .............. $11.97

• COIEMAN FOLDING OVEN ..__..__.. $7 39

• S-LB. DACRON SLEEPING BAG .......... $24 84

• COliMAN SPOILSMAN STOVE .................. $9.56

Boys' Gore 
Slip-On 
Loafers

Rtaulor $129—-Sov. $40

Emerson 
16" TV

Scalloped Edge 
Campus Boots

Men s Dagger 
Toe Oxfords


