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"Borderline Refarded’ Pose
}(hallenge fo Area Mothers

| BY RONNIE SAUNDERS
! Editor’'s Note: The follow-
1mg story was told te this
wrnmrlvr by a Torrance
[mnlhm who prefers to have

{her identity undisclosed. The
‘fmts are true; but the
[names hav been changed.

Less than a year ago, Mrs.

| Barker had a problem.
| 10-year-old daughter, Lori,
| was facing the struggles of|
{a “borderline mentally re
iludmi child and Mrs.

| ker was struggling along|

| with her on hér own-—seem
\mgl\ with no place to turn|
[ for advice.

She knew Lori was bright|
enough to be sent to sc hoo!
and she Kknew there was
even hope that some day

Had te Tie Shoelaces

But she didn't know how
te help Lori accept her lim-
itations. She looked like
any other 10-yeéar-old-—but
she couldn't do the things|
they did. Even tying shoe-|
laces wage difficult. It was
frustrating keeping up with
them - and it was hard for
them to understand why
Lori seemed different.

Mrs
all she could abhout the
unique situation of the so
called “educable
retarded,” but she was sty
mied. There just wasn't
much information available.
Ordinary pediatriciang and
social workers knew little
more than she did.

One day the conscientious
mother heard a name drop-
ped — the name of some-
body who might help.: He
was a doctor in another city
who was connected with an
association that was interes-
ted in problems of children
like Lori. Mrs. Barker wrote
to him — and the fruits of
the correspondence changed
her life.

Found Link to Others

She learned of the exist-

of the National Associtaion
for Retarded Children. Six
months ago she joined the
local group, the Southwest
Agsn, for Retarded Children
Inc.

By meeting other parents
in the group and by #eading |«

Hex |

Bar- |

she might be able to marry.|

Barker tried to lmrnl

mentally |

énce in this area of a branch|

[the special child-rearing ma-
terials available thréugh
the group, she has found a
tie with persons in similar
circumstances and has been
able to enrich heér own ex-
perience by sharing theirs,
that seemed

commonplace
after talking to a dozen
|other parents who have
[faced the same difficulties—
land coped with them.

Mg, Barker told her story
to The Press and asked that
|it be pass ui along in n\'{*ier
[that other parents with sime
lilar problems who have
[thought that they were
alone might learn of the ex-
listence of the Southwest

Assn.

Problems
lunique seem

Building Fund

Projects accomplished by
l\\( associtaion to date in-

Jude a program of recrea-
Imn and physical educ alion
{in l.eerox Park sel up in
conjunction with eoun ty
[parks department, formation
of Boy Scout and Girl Scoeut
|troops, and establishment of
friendship groups for those
lwho have completéd train-
ing.

rom funds donated by
member parents and friends,
the group is slowly raising
a building fund in the hope
that there will eventually be
a place where parents and
childven can come for help.

Maximum facilities are
lneeded for an information
;(onle‘r where parents can
come when they have been
told by their doctor that they
have a retarded child.

Day care is needed for
families with a single par-
ent, or a mother who is il
or must work. Recretaional
facilities niear home are des-
perately needed, especially
in th summer months, to al-
levitae loneliness.

i Pre-School Needs

| Pre-school classes are
needed so that training may
begin at the earliest pr\qa\h\e
moment.

A non-profit, sheltered
workshop is sought to re-
lieve the financial burden
and provide occupation for
[ratarded adults. K inally, it
is hoped that dormatories
.an be built to house those

children who otherwise
[would have to be sent away
vhnm home and family for
| care.

Facilities planned and be-
[ing w orked for by the South-
| west Assn, will some day of-

New Officers

Head Square fer doctors and teac hers first
| hand opportunity to incredse

Dance (IUb :Hu‘*n working knowledge of
[the retarded. Nurses, social

[ workers, psychologists an(:
|other professionals in ol
mmmulnm will be aﬁm'dt_d
a place to conduct their
work under high standards,
he concluded.

Persons interested in se-
curing additional mforma-
tion have been invited “t
address inquiries to: Al
Schild, president, Southwest
Assn. for Retarded Children
| ync., P.O. Box 494, Torrance.
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At a recent general meet-
ing, new officers were elect-
ed to head the Avalon Mix-
ers Square Dance Club for|
the next six months., They
are George and LaVerne Har-
vey, president; George and
Jeannie Mabee, vice presi-
dent and refreshment chair-
man; Don and Alice Haller-
berg, recording secretary;
Pete nad Tess Christie,|
treasurer; Brayon and Nay-|
dene Shortell, membership
chairman; Zeb and Iris Wil
liams, sheriff; George and
Fran Allison, SCA and pub-|
licity chairman. Scotty and|
Pat Guzowski will continue
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