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EDITORIAL

Candidates Should Campaign 
For Election on Real Issues

Most important topic of conversation 
in the city of Torrance these days is 
"What's new in the election?"

With the balloting for municipal 
offices and assorted other issues less 
than two weeks away, and with the 
campaign waxing hotter and hotter, 
the Torrance Press feels that it is time 
for a little discussion aimed at blowing 
away some of the smoke of battle.

Several candidates have been tagged 
with "Bircher" labels, some have been 
classified as "ultra-conservative" or "ul­ 
tra-liberal/' as "far right" or "far left," 
as "anti-this" and "anti-that." 

GOSSIP
After a thorough investigation of the 

stands of the majority .of candidates we 
have found that most of these labels can 
be traced to pure election time gossip.

In fact, the quality of most of the 
front running candidates for office is

extremely high compared with candi­ 
dates in other elections.

The voters of Torrance should be 
very pleased to know that so many out­ 
standing citizens are ready to devote 
time and energy to the sometimes de­ 
manding task of serving their com­ 
munity.

These ranks of public spirited men 
and women, willing to give up their 
own time to take these sometimes un­ 
popular chores for the sake of the com­ 
munity in which they live, are one of 
the basic resources of any city.

All political office seekers should 
be encouraged to express their opinions 
oh the real issues, such as recreational 
activities, development of the auditori­ 
um and civic center, street improve­ 
ments, and the elimination of sumps 
and derricks, instead of basing their 
campaigns on personalities and gossip 
about their opponents.

Council Candidate Scorer 
Lack of Cily Planning

"A bad plan could be 
worse than no plan at all," 
city council candidate Ken 
Miller said this week.

"The people of Torrance 
want a master plan for the 
orderly growth of this city, 
and I wholeheartedly agree. 
I disagree with some of the 
"seven-day experts" heard 
recently who want a master 
plan good or bad simply 
for the sake of having one," MT ' '

filter declared.
s "My experience as a mem­ 

ber of the Torrance Plan­ 
ning Commission has shown 
to me that patchwork pro­ 
posal, inexpertly drawn and 
not carefully thought out 
would hurt, not. help, the 
people of this community," 
he said.

Miller said, "As a member 
of the council, I would pro­ 
pose and push for a survey 
of Torrance by, recognized 
experts or a firm with bark- 
ground in planning. One the 
other hand," he said, "I 
would oppose a headlong 
rush into any incomplete, 
poorly-drawn so-called mas­
ter plan. 

"In order for any such
plan to be of value today 
and in the future it must be 
the rtsult of a study of all 
available data, an under­ 
standing of what the objec­ 
tives of the people of this
city, and 
ground in 
ning.

a broad 
municipal

back- 
plan-

"The person,*! who formu­ 
late the original proposal 
must be objective and un­ 
fettered by local bias. This 
should be modified by the 
city council after public 
hearings so that it will fit 
the city of Torrance as near 
perfectly at possible," Miller 
said.

"A master plan that can't 
stand the test of time is not 
a good one, and will not. 
nerve our needs. To adopt a 
poor plan, one which is rigid, 
inflexible and not in step 
with the goals of the citi­ 
zens of this city would be 
ridiculous," Miller declared.

He said there are many 
firms which have broad 
background in municipal 
planning and might be re­ 
tained as counsel by the 
city.

"Any of these haye put 
together thousands of statis-
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'Open Office' Is 
Advocated by 
Clerk Candidate

A pledge that, when elect­ 
ed, he will maintain an 
"open office" was made this 
week by Vernon Coil, can­ 
didate for the post of Tor- 
jance City Clerk in the April 
10 election.

Coil said that his first offi­ 
cial act would be to estab­ 
lish firmer relations with the 
community's press and esta­ 
blishing the practice of see­ 
ing that the public was in­ 
formed of activities within 
the clerk's office.

Coil took issue with past 
practice of conducting the 
business of the office behind

KEN MILLER
. . . Need for Planning

tics which are invaluable 
in predicting trends which 
will affect Torrance proper­ 
ty 10 and 20 years from 
now. "*A master plan which 
doesn't look at least this far 
ahead Is not a good one," 
the council candidate said. 

"Balanced planning, a 
master plan, a balanced 
community all of these 
make fine slogans. But, T 
have worked with planning 
and know by experience 
that Torrance needs more 
than a slogan. It's a little 
like a recipe for a new dish 
for the family. Even if it 
has an exotic name, It is not 
going to make them happy 
if the proper ingredients 
aren't put In," Miller con­ 
cluded.

"closed doors." 
Most of the business of

the department, he said, has 
been handled by deputies 
and other city employees be­ 
hind the veil of "city busi­ 
ness."

"I feel that my basic re­ 
sponsibility is to the voters 
of Torrance. As an elected 
city official, not responsible 
to a higher authority other 
than the citizens of this city 
I would cut away this 'veil 
of secrecy' and do my utmost 
to see that every resident of 
Torrance is informed on 
every issue brought before
me.

"My stand 
has alarmed

on this Issue 
many candi­

dates for the post" Coil said 
"It Is my belief that openly 
transacted business in an 
elected position is a 'must' If 
we are to preserve the 
American tradition of hones 
ty and integrity in public 
office."

You Can Count on Us, 
Quality Costs No More at Sears

Offices and Plant: 
S2M W. Sepulveda Blvd. 

Torrance, California 
DA J-1511

Sufetcrlltfton Hate* 
(Payable in advance) 

Carrier Delivery ., ?5c Ptr month 
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All   -.'jbmltted at owner'* 
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I Heard Him 
DID YOU?

Sears New Contemporary Hearing Aid Glasses 
Could Be the Answer to Your Hearing Problem
At conventional and comfortable at your own 
glftMtft. Yow can bear what "he said" with the in- 
eon0pic«o*a aad ityMah Contemporary Hearing 
Aid Glasses.

Seam, Roebuck and Co., 
Store Ad<ir«M, City and State
I would like more information on the Contemporary Hear­ 
ing Aid Glesaea.
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Record-Breaking Increase 
In Business Trends Seen

Southern California's busi-jas large as usually occurs
ness activity experienced an­ 
other record-breaking per- 
brmance in February to re­ 
gister the largest year-to- 
ear gain since August, 1959 

H. P. Atherton. Jr., manager 
of Security First National 
Bank's Torrance branch, re­ 
ported today.

The bank's business index
or February stood at 242.3
preliminary) to record an

11.8 per cent increase over
the same year-ago period.
January's index reading was
238.0.

According to Atherton, 
he economy's vigorous ad­ 

vance was in contrast to the 
ull in activity which fre­ 

quently characterizes this 
time of year.

Twelve of the index's 14 
seasonally adjusted compon- 
mts, led by department 

store sales, each of the bank 
debit series, industrial pow­ 
er sales and motion picture 
imployment, advanced from 
January to February, Secur­ 
ity pointed dut.

The two components fail­ 
ing to increase were petro­ 
leum production and real 
estate sales. The latter's de­ 
cline may reflect February's 
unusually heavy rainfall.

The Southland's employ­ 
ment dropped during Feb­ 
ruary, in contrast to a gcn- 
iral increase throughout the

in the month.
A year-to-year comparison 

is more favorable, Security 
said, showing an increase in 
Southern California employ­ 
ment of approximately 105,- 
000.

The unemployment force 
in the Los Angeles-Long 
Beach area during February 
was down from the previous 
month but showed a 24.800 
or 11.r> per cent decrea.se 
from the February, 1061 
total.

Total construction activity 
in the 14 southernmost coun­ 
ties of the state was at a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate equal to'$3,427.000.000. 
This was 20 per cent, below 
the exceptionally high Jan­ 
uary level and five per cent 
above February of last year.

The January to February 
decline was attributed to a 
falling-off in the fields of 
residential and engineering 
construction, Security Bank 
noted.

Letters
(Ed note: Below are 

two excerpts from a let­ 
ter written to Mr. and 
Mrs. Willys Blount by 
their daughter, Mary Mar­ 
garet, 20, a student at the 
University of Redlands. 
Now in her European 
semester at the college, 
she writes one of her first 
letters home relating one 
young American's im­ 
pression of life away from 
the U.S.)
"Prague is a tourist city, 

the showplace of the Com­ 
munist cities, but it's not 
that great. The city has an 
unloved look. It is not well 
kept. Pieces of plaster fall 
and no one bothers to pick 
them up. Dr. Hone said the 
same piece of roofing was 
coming off the building next 
to us when he was there in 
December. It looks like no- 
one cares.

"The trip was quite a so­ 
bering and emotional ex­ 
perience for all of us. I 
only wish every American 
could see how people live 
under a totalitarian govern­ 
ment. After a few days I 
am in no position to make 
any expert opinions, but I 
do feel that if every Amer- 
icati could see, he might re­ 
alize what he has. We be­ 
come so complacent, accept­ 
ing the freedom we do have. 
I know I would never want 
to live like those people do. 
I say, "better dead than red.'"'

Public Office Is Public
Challenge, Says Candidate

"I'm glad T went behind 
the iron curtain, but I never 
want to go back never. I 
thank God I live in a free 
state. I don't want to sound 
corny or juvenile, but T mean 
that. We all received some 
very deep impressions on 
the worth and abilities of 
the individual and on values. 
What is it that obsesses men 
to make them act as they 
do sometimes not only in 
the USSR, but free countries 
as well? Freedom is a pre-| 
cious gift. Give thanks we 
have as much as we do."

FRED SPANGLER
. . . Challenge

Sheriff Files 
For Reelection

Los Angeles County She­ 
riff Pete Pitchess last week 
filed for re-election to the 
top job in America's largest 
Sheriff's department.

Sheriff Pitchess, who has 
won a national reputation 
for vigorous, inventive 
crime-fighting, has pledged 
a continuing attack on law­ 
lessness:

"There can be only one is­ 
sue in this campaign   ef­ 
ficient, hard-hitting, profes­ 
sional law enforcement   
the foundation of good gov­ 
ernment. Government pro­ 
tects its people from ene­
mies 
Law

within and 
enforcement

without, 
agencies

Fred Spangler, candidatt 
for City Treasurer of Tor­ 
rance, stated yesterday that: %

"The image of a politician 
is often misunderstood. Some 
people believe that he is a 
man concerned only with the 
next election, and not with 
the next generation. This is 
not the type of public offi­ 
cial I want to be. My idea 
of a man who represents the 
people includes a deep in­ 
terest in their welfare and 
in sound government.

"I am convinced that the 
only way a community can 
insure the election of this 
type of official, and safe­ 
guard its democracy, is by 
maintaining a spirited, de­ 
voted and experienced citi­ 
zenry.

"One of the most impor­ 
tant responsibilities of the 
next city treasurer of Tor­ 
rance must be financing of 
new parks and playgrounds 
in every part of Torrance. 
No longer should our chil­ 
dren have to play in the 
city's streets, and mothers 
be in constant fear for their 
safety. This program should 
include youth centers and 
an auditorium. In a commu­ 
nity in which one third of 
the population is under 
eighteen years of age, one 
should not discount the long 
term effect such a program 
will have on the ever-pres­ 
ent problem of juvenile de­ 
linquency.

"If elected I will certainly 
try to help Torrance achieve 
the type of program this 
fine city deserves."

protect citizens from inter­ 
nal lawlessness, just as mili­

tary forces protect dtlseni 
fjrom external aggression."

Warn Veterans to Note Beneficiary

nation. The 
Long Beach

Los 
area

Angeles- 
reported

an increase in jobs of about 
5,300, but the gain was not

are neglecting to keep up to 
date their listing of a bepe- 
ficiary for their GI insur­ 
ance policy proceeds. Mort

Thousands of veterans 
proceeds may not be paid] 
to the individual nor in the 
manner the veteran would! 
wish.

LOOK HOW LITTLE 
IT COSTS by 
DOMELINER

UNION 
PACIFIC

Webster, manager of VA's| The VA must pay the pro- 
Region- oeeds of the insurance policy 

I to the beneficiary designat­ 
ed by the veteran himself. 

Changes In family status 
cause designations made

Southern
al Office, said today.

Because of this failure to 
keep the VA informed of 
changes necessary to relect 
the births, marriages, deaths 
or divorces that occur over
the years, their insurance

COACH
mony with the veteran's pre- ONE WAY
years ago to be out of bar-

sent wishes.

CHICAGO 
$673»

ROUND TRIP

NAME.
ADDRESS. 
CITY

PHONE NUMBER.

  Shop at Sears and Save  
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Yowr Money Back

SEARS-Torrance

SALT LAKE CITY 
$23"COACH

ONE WAY

$4270 

ROUND TRIP

DENVER
$4150

ROUND TRIP

KANSAS CITY 
$5345COACH 

ONE WAY

$96" < 

ROUND TRIP

ST. LOUIS
COACH 

ONE WAY

ROUND TRIP 
$109^0

Chicken Dinner?
There are certain things you want to be able to count before
they hatch. For instance, your savings. You want to know
they're safe. You want to know their growth is
sure. And when you collect your funds, you
want to get exactly what you ordered  with no
delays, no disappointments. When it comes to
your nest egg, you want one thing: a_ bank.

Bank of America
NATIONAL TMI»r MP tAVIHOi MSOOUnOH* MIMIC* lOtfUL DEPOSIT INSVIUNCC COftPOMTlON

2100 HAWTHORNE BLVD. 
Phone FR 1-6521

REGULAR SAVINGS ACCOUNTS EARN 3'/2 % DAILY INTEREST- AND ALL DEPOSITS 
MADE BY THE 10TH OF THE MONTH EARN FROM THE 1ST. ALSO, ASK ABOUT OUR 
NEW SPECIAL TWELVE-MONTH SAVINGS PLAN THAT PAYS 4% PER ANNUM.

........... fares shown from Los Angeles ............

SAVE EVEN MORE WITH 
UNION PACIFIC FAMILY FARES

__   HUSBAND AND WIFI FOR
  FAMILY WITH YOUNGSTERS

leaving Monday thru Thursday  returning any day

Cxamp/«t MODERN COACH TPAVtL 
LOS ANGELES TO CHICAGO

Hwiband

Child 11-11 yr*. .. 

ChIM 1.11 yrs. .. 

Child vnd«r I yrs. .*.** 

ROUND TRIP ONI WAY

. $115.15 ...... $67.3?

.. 67.40......... 33.7P

.. 67.4O......... 33.70

.. 33.7O ........ 16. $
FRII ........ FRII

    all fares plus tax and small reserved seat charge     < 

P.S. Family Fares also apply to Pullman travel I

UNION PACIFIC
CITY DF LOS ANGELES "."THE CHALLENGER"  "CITY OF SLIM*

Passenger Information end Reservations! 
fan Pedrot 805 South Pacific Ave., Phone TErmlnal 2-7531

Los Angeles: 6th and Ollvt Streets 
Phon* NEwmark 94310 or MAdljon 9-1311


