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Flower Styling
in Arrangements

A good idea at any time of |
the year, flower arrangements |
to freshen up the home are|
especially practical .now ‘

with an inexpensive source of | }

cut flowers right in Your own
garden!

What's more, these arrange-| %
ments can be prettier and last|
longer than any you've done| #

before, if you make use of a
few simple tricks. ‘
CUTTING FLOWERS
Cut off tips or stems at an
angle, using a very sharp
knife. (No scissors, please.)|
Dull instruments crush stems, |
making it hard for them to|

absorb water.

It’s a good idea to scrape|
woody or heavy stems at the|
base with a sharp- khife to|
allow greater intake of water.
Thick stems can be spilt up-
ward from the base:for an|
inch or so. Just be sure that |
the split or scraped ends are
not exposed to the air in fin-|
ished arrangement. ‘

Camouflage branch cuts by |
rubbing a piece of the clipped
branch over the cut surface,

Jark “dye” will disquise the|
cut beautifully. | 4
Some garden flowers —< zin-| §

nias, dahlias, and hydrangeas,
for example — wilt quickly
onless you sear their stems
right after cutting. Use the
hot flame of a candle or
plunge stem tip8 into boiling
water for 30 seconds. If you
use the second method, tissue
paper must be wrapped
around the leaves and flowers
to protect them from the
steam.

WATER TEMPERATURE

Right after cutting put
flowers in warm water, not
cool or cold (its absorbed
more quickly). For better-
looking, longer-lived arrange-
ments, “condition” flowers by
placing them in deep, warm
water in a cool place for sev-
eral hours (even overnight)
before you use them. When
you water your cut flowers,
always use tepid water.

ARRANGING AIDS

In place of chicken wire,
mesh and other ‘“underpin-
nings,” many florists are
using foam plugs which not
only hold hard-and soft-stem-
med flowers in place at any
angle, but double as non-gpill-
able water holders. The pro-
duct, called Oasis, is sold at
Lgarden, florists’ and variety
stores in the form of three-
inch diameter plugs which |
can be cut or molded to fit|
any container including |
baskets, platters, 'pedestals
and anything else a searclf|
of attie or imagination re-|
veals,

When using this produét,
remember that it is not a sub- |
stitute for water; you still|
must regularly replace 1hn1
moisture lost by evaporation
or consumed by the flowers,
If the flowers in arrangement |
are unusually soft or weak-
stemmed, make an opening
in the foam with a pencil or |
a toothpick ‘before inserting |
the stems. Neither hard nor |
soft stems need to be pinned |
in place, however., |

Another highly useful tool
Is a rubber bottle with a
spray cap. With this, you can
freshen an arrangment with
a fine mist of water, keeping
it attractive longer. |

SUMMER ARRANGING |

Many will no doubt he sug-|
gested to you by the flower:
in your garden and the size
and shape of the containers |
you've collected. To start your |
imagination_working, the|
Smithers-Oagis Company,|
makers of Oasis foam, has|
these suggestions: ‘
FLOWER FIRECRACKER

To celebrate bholidays in
style, make this festive cen-
terpiece. Using two empty
tin cang of the same diame-
ter — place one on top of the’
other and cement together.
Cover both ecans with a sheet
of red paper and {ill the top
one with one or two satur-
ated Oasis flower holders. In-
sert red zinnias or geraniumsm’
in Oasis, adding ivy or geran-|
jfum leaves. One or two large
red candles complete the pic
ture. |
STRAWBERRY BASKETS

A row of thése little bas-
kets make a charming deco-
ration for a luncheon or party. |
Save the splint wood baskets|
in which strawberries are!
packed. Line basket with foll, |
On this foundation place a|
saturated Oasis flower holder, |
Arrange pink or red short-|
stemmed miniature roses in
the Oasis. For the final touch,
add fresh strawberries to the
basket, making stems by jin-
serting pipe cleaners in the
berries.

BREAD BASKET BOUQUET
A breadbasket of any
shape makes an unusual flow-
er container for a family sup-
per or any informal occasion.,
Place a saturated Oasis flow.
er holder in an empty shal-
low tin cah or plastic holder
(or line with foil as vou did

the strawberry basket).

»

SWIM STAR Philip Houser, 13, of 3206 An-
tonip St., Torrance, waits for the starting sig-
nal from his fathér, Roy Houser, while work-

ing out at the South Bay Swim Club in prep-
aration for the coming Olympic Games,
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;Many Uses For

Pineapple Guava 1is not
fonly good enough to eat, it’s
{good enough to look at. So
[whether you acquire a taste
(for the tangy tropical fruit or
[not, it comes highly recom-
mended as a garden shrub.
The gray-green

eating it too.

The California Association
of Nurserymen ranks Pine-
apple Guava right alongside
the Pomegranate as a shrub
to be grown as much for its
ornament as for its edible
fruit. Unlike Pomegranate,
however, the Pineapple Gu-

‘|ava ripens table ,quality fruit

even in the cooler, coastal

§ (areas of the north, thus mak-
| [ing it the.more versatile of
(|the two shrubs. In addition,

it is evergréen and one of the
hardiest sub-tropicals.

If looks alone were consid-
ered, Pineapple Guava would
stand up like this: Clean,
fresh-looking foliage, green on
the topside and silvery un-
derneath. Early summer
blooms an inch in diameter
with succulent, waxy white
petals shaded purple and a
cluster of red stamens. Me-
dium height, easily kept to

annual pruning.

foliage and|
waxy white blooms with their|
prominent red stamens are al-| €M 4 !
together satisfactory by them-|While fruit color is green, not|
selves. Harvesting the fruit l:
like having your cake and .
: (want to be technically cor-|
{rect, but any C.A N: nursery-

ten feet or under with a light{a.m. to the music of Vi and

Guavas |

For those who appreciate
a tropical treat, the fruit may |
be eaten out of hand or used
in preserves.

Pineapple Guava is not to|
be confused with true Guavas|
which it resembles in the|
shape‘of the fruit only. Fruit|
flavor is sharper and slighlly%
reminiscent of Pineapple,|

red or yellow like that of true |
Guavas. Call it a Feijoa if you |

man will know the “Guava"|
you mean if you use the com-]
mon name. ;

In garden use, Pineapple|
Guava makes an excellent in-
formal screen as well as a
gpecimen shrub. Good rich
soil and plenty of water dur-
ing the summer months are
the only cultural needs; and
in return, you'll be richly re-
warded. ’

GAY NINTIES SHOW

Another presentation of the
Gay Nninties will take place
at the Torrance Moose Hall
1744 West Carson Torrance,
Saturday, August 26, at 8 p.m. |

The talent is donated by
the mgmbers of the Loyal Or-
der of the Moose 785 and the
Women of the Moose Tor-
rance Chapter 44,

Dancing will follow till 1

the 3 J's.

SWIM EXPERT Calra Jensen, 16, will demonstrate speed and
synchronized swimming August 5 and & at the grand opening
and open house of the South Bay Swim Club, 2429 W. Lomita
Bivd., Lomita. She is the daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Carl Jensen,
who operate the swim school. The grand oﬁen?ng will mark com-
pletion of a big new. AAU pool, 42 feet by 75 feet. The swim
club now is the largest in the South Bay area.

Free Gifts For
(xlendale Fed

An exciting array of indoor-outdoor gifts (pictured above) to add enjoy-
ment and beauty to your home can be yours free from Glendale Federal.
Just open a savings aceount, .. transfer your account...add to your
account. .. then seleet your summertime gift from our lobby display in one
of four savings categories —$250, $500, $1,000, $1,500 or more.
Sorry, but only one gift to a customer..’. act now, for complete selec-

tion of gifts, as supplies are limited.

While you're enjoying the gift of your choice, your savings will be
benefiting from our higher earnings of 414%, Build a happy, secure future
at Glendale Federal, where savings accounts are insured to $10,000 by a

permanant agency of the United States Government.
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FREE PERMANENT FLOWER GIFTS FOR ALL...

Just come in and say hello at any Glendale Federal
Savings office and receive your free gift.

IF YOU PREFER
GET DOUBLE
BLUE CHIP STAMPS
525 Blue Chip stamps free

ou open or add
$250-$499 to a savings

when

account.

vers From
SavINgs

DEL AMO OFFHCE

3832 Sepulveda Boulevard, FRontier 8-8351

cas e,
-
.

1050 Blue Chip stamps

account.

free when you open or add
$500 or more to a savings

Slvi@as Accounts Insured to $10,000 o
A $350 Million Savings Institution
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current annuval rate
Earnings Paid 4 Times A Year

Offices in ARCADIA, 100 South First Avenue « DEL AMO, 3832 Sepulveda Blvd. « EL MONTE, 112 West Valley Bivd. « FULLERTON,
320 North Harbor Bivd. « GLENDALE, 401 North Brand Bivd. « MONTROSE, 2350 Honolulu Avenue « PACIFIC PALISADES, 15215
Sunset Blvd. « SAN PEDRO, 566 Wdst Ninth St, « STUDIO CITY, 12191 Ventura Blvd. « WESTWOOD VILLAGE, 1090 Westwood Bivd.




