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Sike caiies— Kids Rough i’ With YMCA at Sierras
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NO LONGER
MIGHTY

I only spoke to him once. A brief meeting at the Coli-
seum last year when the Dodgers hosted the Yankees in"
an exhibition game. Up until that time the name of .\lll'k(-_vj
Mantle was to me what it was to millions of fans around

the counti

Mickey didn’t play that day, He was hurt and Casey de-
cided not to waste him in a game of this nature.

However, Mantle and the Los Angeles sports writers
got a few minutes together and by the end of the press con-
ference most every scrihe felt that they had just finished
talking to an ex-great of the game of baseball, For you see
Mickéy was more interested in telling us about his newly
acquired bowling lanes than chatting about the game that
bought fame to him. o )

We all felt that this was a business and financial type |
of interview rather than one concerned with the national

pastime

This episode I recall now because of the recent publicity|
about Mickey Mantle, The reported incident that had young-|
sters swinging at him and Mickey taking a poke at one of |
them. Never had I ever seen, heard or read of a big-league
ballplayer getting involved with youngsters in this way.

Pressure No Excuse

Perhaps Mickey’s batting average and the way the
Yankees were going put too much pressure on him and
forced him to explode. Whatever the reason its a damm
poor one for youngsters who are the very core of baseball.

It doesn’t take too much to establish one’s self as a hero
to kids. A well-hit homer, a good pitching chore, a daring
catch, or maybe just being an all-around player will get you |
admiration from the nation’s youngsters. They are follow-[
ers and believers of what ever they see in their baseball |
hero. Kids are baseball whatever way you approach the| ; : gt L . . . . R
game. ; : ' iy T Ny AR o v Ve gHRIS W[\_/AL sondof Henry M. Iwai, 24813 rainstorm, and (3) celebrated his eighth birth-
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dll\l\'l;& to thf, best interests of (h('t game, If l.Wn-key is find- RIL 5 — : SO : T outing. Despite his size, Chris is a mighty reach the summit but he climbed as high as
ing his outside activities too difficult and his baseball for-| COMING OF ITHE SPORTING SEASON is merge. Leo rates this spot as the prime sportsman, On recent week-ends he (1) out- any adult member of the local "Y" out-
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I don’t think anyone will miss him. Certainly not the|
Yankees. And perhaps the youngsters can find a hero more |

representative of the game than a hot-head who had to take | @ “ @&
"his anger at the expense of the younger set. A t A t Y
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