‘Fire Chief Admits DeArmitt Never Told
tion

Campaign Stickers Might Be Vio
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COUNCIL CANDIDATE DAVID FIGUEREDO
M «“Sian Remelmeyer said they wouldn’t be that small . , .*

Censors Periling
Freedom of Press

What great peril faces Torrance and the nation In
the current censorship attempt by illegal vigilante
groups and well-meaning publie officials?

What is the motive behind the ecensors who are
torpedoing legislatures and the Congress for laws to
govern what you may read?

The greatest danger facing a free people is abridge-
ment of their right to know, to be informed, to be en
tertained. Sinister forces afoot, periling freedom
throughout the land. The Press will bring you a re-
port on these in next Thursday’s edition.
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tary school. In this way, more
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Sen. Richard Richards takes special note of a rul-
ing ending the countless shady deals pulled by insurance

cording to a to
Board of Education
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Atforney Charges Prejudice,
Bias; Other City Employees
Used Markers With Impunity

Case in Hands of Civil Service
Board; Ruling to Be Given June |

The Ciy
ubmission

il Service Commission Friday night took under
of Fireman Richard l. DeArmitt,
charged with taking an active part in campaigns for the
April City Council election.
The council chambers,
|stuffed to overflowing by the|
[eity’'s Civil Service vmpln.\'—i
heard DeArmitt's
Joseph Taback,
testimony from

the case

attor-|
draw
witness

|ees,
| ney,
(this
es

That for years it has been|
| customary for city employees
[to plaster their ears with
icampaizn stickers for their|
|choice of candidates.

| That other employees have
affixed a greater number of
stickers to their cars than
did DeArmitt,

That DeArmitt’s truek,
londed with stickers, at no
time was parked on city
property, as were other ve-
|hicles, similarly decorated,
and belonging to firemen. |

That although DeArmitt is and parked them in city lots.
facing charges for having| C(atterlin stipulated that
[roughly a dozen stickers on|the weight of the testimony
|his truek, another firemen|would be cumulative, and
had covered his vehicle with|onlvy three witnesses were
100 stickers and parked It on|heard,
city property d,nring the pre-| . prosecutor
vious eity election. lattorneys’ opinions in related

That although the fire cases and said the issue only
chief and other superior of-|is: Did DeArmitt wilfully vio
|ficers saw the fireman’s|late the city charter and
truck many times in Ihr’.\'t;l'ﬂ law?

[month preceding the election,| Tahack read a U.S. court
at no time was he repriman(l-:,-”]m” that indicated De
led nor told to remove the|Armitt's case falls far short
campaign material. The|of “aetive participation” as
charges were brought after giated in Civil Service law.
|the election was over. | He directed the board’s at
| Taback introduced evidence tention again to the evidence
to show that DeArmitt was|of bias and prejudice anc
heing singled out for pmxm'n-imll:-d for consideration
[tion and showed conspicuoug|DeArmitt's selfless devotion
evidence of design in the r(‘-ltn community and charity
|lationship of the charges to|projects in addition to his
[the fireman’s union office and|record on the fire depart-
an apparent lack of cordial-|ment.
ity between him and Chief J.| Dave Figueredo, one of the
fecandidates whose name dec
{orated the fireman’s truck,
he had asked the city
if city officials
object to campaign
on employees vehic-

e

RICHARD DeARMITT

cited some

f.l_ Benner.
| Taback introduced into evi-|Or<
dence a double pm'fm'mnnm"““"l
report, one by the chief attorney
evaluating DeArmitt as|would
“standard” and a simultan i"""‘k"""'
eous report by other fire de-|
partment officers with “above |
tandard” as the consensus.|
Several other instances of|
friction were presented to the
| board,

“No,” he quoted Stanley
Remelmeyer. “I don’t think
they’d be that small.,”

The Civil Service Commis

Portions of the charges in-
volving a political - campaign
letter written by DeArmitt’s

The decision can be review
led by the City Council. If

: [DeArmitt is found guilty, any
wife, Loradelle, were droppedim‘n“”\, can be modified (les-

:‘;n:;:‘: ;j“vcn’:";:":ne ::’ l";‘r'"\‘enml) by the council.
: e s e Robert K. Dower,
outset of the hearing. : leity attorney, assisted the
Taback indicated this was poapd with judicial ruling
, pool, as was the re-,nq moderated the hearing.
mainder of the indi(-lnwnl.l Taback indicated an ad-
since the city caused the fire-{yorge ruling will force the
man to spend time and Mon-|sage into court, since review
ey unnecessarily preparing|py the City Council exhausts
defense of an unconstitution-|administrative remedies.

of |

" |dents.

fon will give its decision July |
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(ity Loses T TIR T
Land Fight TR W
‘Wilh Lomifa

Torrance has lost out, for
(the time being, on its annexa-|
[tion of the uninhabited Cren-{

shaw-l.omita area.
|

AR

Judge Eugene Fav ruled in
{Inglewood Superior Court
{that the city should have al
{lowed 10 days for supplemen-|
tal data to be filed. He held|
(that an objection rejected by
| Torrance should have been
lincluded which would con-
[stitute more than 50% oppo-
|sition to the annexation.
| Torrance now will have to
[wait a vear before annexa-
{tion could be effected.

‘ Robert K. Dower, assistant

8 _:’.
JIM BECKER

to have Jim
this -important
Koger said.

Area
Harbor area Com-|Becker take
post again,

leading the success-|Harbor

“He and thousands of vol
unteers did an outstanding
job last year for 170 Com
‘ fmunity Chest-supported agen-

¢cles

of
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Torrance Low
in Traffic
Falalifies

May
Safety

of Traf-
magazine, publish-
Safety
Torrance as
lowest traffie
the nation for
100,000 population.

The edition

f1c

led by the National

Cotincil, shows
the fou

fatalities

th in

in
cities of
Santa Ana is in third posi-
tion, and Santa Monica and
Burbank follow in 79th and
118th place.

There are 1
ing in this

35 cities report-
category.

From 55 cities in the 100.-
| 000-t0-200,000 category, Glen-
dale ranks 17 and Pasadena
{8th place

[.t. Donald E.
{Torrance Police Traffic Di-
vigion said Torrance’'s posi-
tion outstanding, due to
the. congested area which
his division works. He said
the division has accomplished
this by selective enforcement
and accurate and thorough
laccident investigation in
v\\hu'h causes are determined.

Nash of the

1S

Selective enforcement is
[mainly derived from accident
linvestigation reports which
|show the time, location, and
r(‘(lll.\’f“ of accidents

1 Enforcement then is ap-
plied to these locations and
violations causing accidents.

Steel Factory
Lays Off 125
for Two Weeks

T he open-hearth depart-

ment of Columbia-Geneva di-
vigion of U.S. Steel will close
todayv
The unit will reopen Sun-
day, June 5. The holiday will
involve' about 125 men.
is a result of a
decreased demand for steel
products, company manage-
ment said. No other depart-
ments will be affected.

for two weeks.

The action

The division employs about
680 persons in Tor'rance.

companies under protection of the assigned-risk plan, |

Read it on Page B-2. [al charge. The answer was to
Thousands of drivers foreced into this plan are be that Civil Service law does

breathing easily again, now that they can be soakﬂ”"m apply to families of em-

only 16% above regular insurance prices. The Press de-“”"“’"“-

voted three editions to fighting this evil recently. Taback wove a convineing
" ‘ ) P ease of bias and prejudice and
Elsewhere in today’s edition:

(assitied 1Sports .., A | vas prepared to present 40

Fintettateinent . i _Bior '.10 witnesses who put eam-

s b o W pood paign stickers on their ears

L LR
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It appeared that, should the
ease go tb court, it would
be kicked back to the com-
misgion for a rehearing. The
commission is only a quasi-
judicial body, and its rules of
evidence permitted much
hearsay that never would be
permitted in court.

Imade to cover cost of mater-

Pool to Open

| Some 7500 students have
|according to Trudy Aldershof,
|
fdoing work in exploratory or
The eighth-grade prngramsf“] 1959
| Becker again will take over
last vear by about
|weeks, from June 20, in all|vear, Glenn Koger, Harbor
an-| )
enough demand. {of the Southern California pifts Dusiness. and firms em
[rance, Gardena, Harbor City,| Enrollrhent Velunthes
S h l H Bend, Rolling I*.sl;nlv.\‘.lm(\‘_b
{ “We are fortunate in the tCand. b PES | AD]
day at six Torrance schoal|
ment \ :
|
Parkway, Riviera, and Wood
|School grounds will reopen
The Parkway grounds will

city attorney, represented
Sign to Attend
;>|u11041 for summer school
classes in Torrance schools,
director, . <
These include some 7()00,J|m B“ker Agaln Will Head
lin high schools. The hlgh-]
school figures include 147.’)‘Har| rArea (hes' (a paign
ladvanced courses
;\:l.(l‘w:ﬁ:,:l(f;l l“:hz‘;:{: students, munity Chest campaign,J t m|
| Lak i ], |
500 stu-/as chairman of the 1960 ap
{peal hoping to surpass the
that help. thousands of
[buildings. Heigh-school class-|area  board chairman, vear.
| o i for i & 0 resterdayv $o " “ )
¢ will be offered in all sub-|nounced yesterday. Campalgn divisions include
D ; i:.:::“(,:\‘,f ‘(‘:11”‘,‘:“‘:‘: ”“: ”p‘i,‘]\lni\ ing fewer than 150 per
N | . iy
Play Programs : City,|
F |Laomita; Rolting Hifs Feo» leaders is under wav and will
T e e Q L . .
Walteria, San Pedro, an d; Becker-is a member of the
After-school and Saturday| _
playgrounds, according to the|
' Programs ceased at the|
Schools with the e nd of play
at 3 pm
for the summer on June 27,
ag will playgrounds at 18
{not have a summer program
|because of the school’'s proxi-

[ Torrance in the action.
(elementary students and 250
| A
eighth-graders who will be
, After
High-|
[school enrollment is up from
('lasses will be held for six|record $108933 raised last
[ Harbor Area residents every
ote . . i< Yocker. Torr: b anager S
jects for which there is| Becker, Torrance manager| ...idential areas. advanece
Tor i :
SONs.:
i Verdes |
erdes KEstates, Portugese| .
«—nd at lx rdes Estates, Portugese) . in e through the sum-
: Hills
| Wilmington. |board of directors, Torrance
Iplay programs ended yester-
Torrance Recreation Depart-|
Anza, Flavian, Hamilton,
All but the Parkway
other schools.
| mity to the beach.

Craft W;rkshop
Scheduled for
Youth Leaders

A craft workshop for lead-
ers of youth groups is sched-
uled Friday under auspices
of the Torrgnce Recreation
Department.

The session i scheduled for
(9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Arts
and Crafts Center, 22730 Lu-
pine Drive.
| Center director Erika Muhl
|said the course is designed for
|leaders of groups of youngs-
'ters from 8 through 12 years
old and iz being offered as
a community service.

A charge of 50 eentn is

|
|
)
|

ials.

Memorial Day

The municipal plunge will|
be open Memorial Day from |
noon until 4 p.m.

NEW OFFICERS—New officers were elected
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president; and Dave Hawkins, sophomore

TESTIMONY—Battalion Chief Ralph Lucas corroborates
Chief Benner's testimony that Fireman Dic kDeArmitt never
was warned about campaign stickers during month before last

city election, In rear a;;'Jonph Tabak, defense attorney,
DeArmitt, and Barbara Jackson, court reporter. Tabak showed

Parks will be open Memor-
fal Dayv, but school play-

this week at South High School. Seated are

Bill Shaw, Boys' League president; Steve Of- jated Student

it has been practice for employees to express. political opinion.

grounds will be closed. to, senior president; Susie  Schenk, ' junior

French, president of sc

president. Standing are Robbie Hole, Assoe-

Body trnidonf, and Sandl

ool Girls' Leagua




