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SHOTGUN DEATH-—Det. Sgt. D. 5. Hamilton examines body
of Elmer Ellis Newton, 40, a Hawthorne furniture worker, who
apparently killed himself with. a 12 gauge shotqun, which he
set off with his foot. Shot went into his heart. The car with the
body was found by Reiko Katzuki of 21027 Madrona, Tuesday
night. It had been parked near Benstead Plunge parking lot for
at least a day.
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Ming Toy, a 6-manths-old Siamese cat, is vapidly gaining fame as the |

Willie Sutton of the animal underworld,
Like the famed bank rvobber, Ming Toy just won't stay in prison.
The fabulous feline is the pet of the Denver Robbins family of 3518 Madison

ct.,, Walteria, It combines uncanny craftiness with brate strength,

The Siamese escape artist achieved fame Sunday morning when it broke
out of a wire mesh cage and was able to worm its way out from a padlocked

CatShowsEscape Artist Talents

the wire mesh

he was kept, since its owners

A little investigation showed that the had torn
which all the

exiled him to the gavage at night after he made too much noise inside the house.

cat open

covered sides of cage in which

After escaping from the cage, Ming Toy climbed to the top of the garage

door, which was padlocked from the outside. pulling away the hinges,
managed it

Chris put him back in and a moment later Ming Toy escaped again, re-

3y al

he to open just wide enough to squeeze through.

peating the successful process.

com- | Sehool District Tuesday,

garage door.
The fete was pbserved by Chris Landis, 10, of 3522 Madison
got up early to deliver his Torrance Press newspaper route.
Chris saw Ming Toy squeeze out of the top of the overhead
and that made him curious.

% N, REDONDO

% TORRANCE
* CARSON

AVALON

*
* LOMITA  VILLAGE

1406 CRAVENS AVE,—FA 8-2345

Its that the which they o
Humane Society three weeks ago as a pet for t

Judy, 11, is strong enough to move a

owners say cat,
ct,, when he
ox

garage door,

him in a stronger cage and are waiting to see if he

btained from the South Bay
heir children, Jackie, 10, and

s-pound weight harnessed to him.
Now they've given the feline Houdini a new world to conquer. They put
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Car Plun

Increase
In Major
Felonies

{  Felony arrests in Torrance al-|
[mw;(v doubled during the first
[five months of 1958, while major |
[erimes increased 22.3 per cent.

| In a report, Police Chief Percy
}Hmm(-tl announced that burglar-

t |ies and robberies showed an up-

| swing this yvear, but that misde-
meanor crimes were below last |
year,
Jennett, whose department
| was described as deriously under- |
manned Jast week by a spokes |
man for city employes group,
{gaid that the increased
| were dite to more overtime work.

arrests

“The men are working hardel
and put in more overtime., Most
of the felony arrests are made
by the detective bureau which
putg in longer hours and works
more days,” the chief said,

? Stake-onts

! He sald that during the last
three weeks in May, he had men
on extensive stake-outs all over |
the city in order to apprehend u‘;
| gang of burglars. {
|  Bennett attributed the increase
in burglaries and robberies to
the economic downturn “at least

{ partially.” '
{  While felonies. were up
| year, misdemeanor crimes
la 19.6 per cent dip from last year.

The chief explained that last
| year's high rate in petty thefts
stemmed from a heavy series of
hubecap and auto accessory pil-
{ ferings, which led to a crack-
{down on that type of crime.

Beach Patrol
[ In order to cut down on petty |
[ thefts, the ' department will |
| shortly inaugurate a beach pa-|
{trol in the afternoons and eve-
nings to protect parked vehicles
| from thieves, Benentt said,

In figures, the report listed 877 |
felony offenses and 183 ll-lun\"
arrests this yesr, compared with Torrance’s “Little Red School-|

this |

took

BEAUTIES AND

about four times as large as it

p has been for the past three years.
misde 5

717 felony offenses and 92 felony . 4 |
arrests last vear, during the Jan house” is going to get bigger
uary to May period,

Migdemeanor offenses dropped

from 1080 to x“:," “I'H_(‘ The “Little Red Schoolhouse’
mesnor arrests increased from is, of course, the program at Wal- |
706 to 716. teria School under which ele-|
| 2 RN mentary youngsters from three|
315 m wo Bond different grades (1:2-3 and 4-5-6) |

(] [} lare placed in the same clasgroom |
for teaching, instead of the tra-|
Issue for SChOOI ditional single grade classes,
[ Since studies of this program

B 0' . D' d have indicated its value, the mul- |
ul Ing lscusse | ti-grade classes will be added
| this fall at Seaside, Steele, and
[ A $15,000,000 bond issue for! Wood Schools. Kach school will
[ new school construction was dis-| have two classes of first, second,
{cussed by the Board of |",dm'n-F;m(| third graders. Steele School
|tion of the Torrance Unified|will have two classes of fourth,
{fifth and sixth graders, but Sea-
| Dr. J. H. Hull, superintend-|gide and Wood Schools will only
ent, said that construction of|have one. There also will be reg-
[ buildings during the next seven|ular single-grade classrooms as
| years will require nppmxhn;\tol_\':usnul, gince the program is en-

| $12,500,000. | tirely voluntary.

,'”"" bond issue, slated tenta-| g,djes were made, comparing
| tively for election in fall, “",'”Mit.ho academic and personal de-
‘rfrnvi(ln funds for West ”'gh;\r‘lnmnf‘nt of children in the
School as well as several ele-|,., )1 orade classrooms and those
mentary schools. [in traditional single-grade rooms.

Clinton B. Cooke was elected |

| : L am .y | Findings Indicated that in most
| president of the board, and Wal- | o0 "“the muiti-grade youngs-

ter Garrabrant, vice WNMN""MM did better than their gingle-

| i1z ) d :
“:'H'Ih‘;wTv(l":'L’;:‘-t“luiwi:::h:w; }\‘v"‘q‘ | grade contemporaries in reading,
| ’ Y ‘elecied 1 » Was | arithmetic, language, and in emo-

officlally seated at the meeting.| i, .1 growth and behaviour.
ad l Some 300 of the 750 children at

-

f Urge Flag Display

Postpone Action
'On Tract Plan byt Aglelors Ao SECT
| residents were requested

| A tentative subdivision map|to fly the American Flag on
[for 428 homes was shelved by |July 4 and other patriotic holi-|
the City Council Tuesday mmlldmx in a motion made by the|
a zone chahge hearing has been ! city council, |
| held. The city fathers algo went on |
The tract is located between {record as backing the Elks pro-|
Henrietta st,, and the west city |gram seeking mandatory 30-vear
{ Himits and from Torrance to Del | prison s=entences for convicted |
{ Amo Blvds, |dope peddlers,

e

BEARD~—Admiring “whiskers
grown by Jack Phillips, general chairman of
Ranchero Days, are these candidates for Rodeo
queen: Kathi Kirks, 17; Gloria Dutton, 18; Willie
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Two Falls
On Rocks

A young Torrance mother
plunged to her death Tuesday
when her car roared
off a 200-foot cliff at Bluff Cave,
Palos Verdes.

Mrs. Antoinette Myrtle Hew-
itt, 29, of 4214 W. 172nd st,, was
out of the car approxi-

mately 125 feet from the top of

{the embankment in the 900 block

{ Sald

of Paseo del Mar.

Her sedan dropped to another
Jedge about 75 feet farther down.
Await Autopsy
Sgt. J.~ E, Dollarheid
Mrs, Hewitt's ' body

Police

h
that

{was found on a pile of rocks.

fawaiting

|
|
|

|

hig department is
an autopsy report to
determine if the woman had
been ill at the time the car sud-
denly left the road at a mild

He said

| curve and plunged over the cliff.

| a

Swindells, 2
the title, who will reign over rodeo July 26 and
27, will be decided today. ;
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For Three Other Elementary Schools |

Walteria School were enrolled in;were happy with the multi-grade
the nine multi-grade classes last :u-l;n-m.
and vounger chil
Studies ordered by the Board|dren the rooms seemed to
Educatilon indicated that|learn better. Older children
to think the|helped the younger children with
plan works well. f!hun' work and both groups
The children learn faster and | ®eemed to benefit. Teachers re
both { ported that the set-up was more
They and challenging to

the multi-grade

Joth older
in
of

seems

academical
indicated | Interesting
teach.

develop better,

and socially.,
that they liked
clagges as well or better than Since the plan was started at
the traditional arrangement, | Walteria Scnool in 1955, many

All of the teachers involved |Visiting educators from various
believed the plan was beneficial, | parts ol California and even
both to learning and better|States as far away as Texas have
teaching. | vigited the Several

When queried, 85 per cent of |School districts have since adop
the parents indicated that they |teéd the plan.

classrooms.

Ex-Con Steals éa»r’t(; Brmg
Pal Home from San Quentin

William Ray Loudermilk, 33, 21324 Harvard blvd,,
will be arvaigned Monday on charges that he stole an auto-
mobile in which he picked up a pal from San Quentin Peni-
tentiary.

of

The defendant appeared before Municipal Judge Donald
Armstrong Tuesday to plead guilty to grand theft anto and bad
check charges, but was told to enter his plea after he has
talked to the public defender.

Torrance Det. Sgt. Mickey Fischer and Myles Hamilton
said that Loudermilk was paroled from a robbery charge three
months ago. \

They sald he passed four checks without an account and
admitted the burglary of Television Service, 1811 Torrance
blvd,, where five checks were stolen,

Police said that Loudermilk stole an auto in Wilmington
June 20 and drove it to San Quentin, where he picked up a
friend who was being released.

He was arvested in San Pedro Friday night on warrants
charging him with anto theft and passing worthless chaaks for
between $250 and $300.

«

| Trask

time
edge

was the third
over the

He said it
had gone
vicinity.
Witnesses
witnesses were fishing
on the below the sharp
embankment and suddenly saw
the car hurtling down. One of
them told police he had heard
the sound of a car horn as the
vehicle catapulted down.
It took Jan Sultan of
ave., Plava del Rey, 10
minuteg to climb the cliff and
report the accident to police.
Mrs. Hewitt, wife of James

car

in that

Three

rocks

8707

| T. Hewitt, is the mother of two

daughters, aged 8 and 9. Neither
of the youngsters was with her
at the time, although police at
first believed they might have
been.

Rodeo Queen to
Be Named Today
For Ranchero Days

Torrance's i.odeo Queen will
be selected todayv at P.m. at
the Torrance Police Station, it
was announced today.

The winner will reign
Torrance’'s Giant R.C.A. Rodeo
echeduled as a highlight of the
'nd Annual Ranchero Days, July
23:27. The Rodeo sponsored by
‘orrance Mounted Police and
Torrance . Lion's Club is

July 26 and 27

9

over

the 'l

'”\1'
slated for 2 p.m,,
at the Civic Center.

Judges will be Sam VanWag-
ner, president of the Torrance
L.iong Club; Chief of Police Percy
(. Bennett; and Police Lt. D. C,
 Cook

Entrants must be a Torrance
resident, between the ages of 15
and 22, and will be judged on
beauty of face and figure, per-
| sonality, and ability to ride a
{ horse. Girls should appear at
the Jjudging in western outfits
or jeans (to ride a horse!) over
a hathing suit or shorts.

The winner will receive a
Western OQutfit donated by
King's Western Shop in Manhat
tan Beach.

Burélars Break
Into Churches

| Burglars broke  into two
{churches this week, stealing eash
| and radio equipment.

The cash, §17, was taken from
the Lutheran Church of the Res-
urrection, 330 Palos Verdes bivd.

| after the thieves broke out
window pane and entered
office, police said.

Four crystal sets were stolen
from the Sundav School. room
of the Narbonne Baptist Church,
24780 Narbhomme ave.,, Lomita,

| deputy sheriffs said.
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