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(Editor’s note: This is the first
articles on the Torrance Police department and how it ticks.)

By RALPH R. GOMPERTZ
Why does anyone want to be a cop?
“I thought is was an opportunity to help other
'por)pln,” Percy Bennett stated. Bennett, who became
a Torrance policeman in 1932, is now assistant chief.

Police Chief Willard Haslam elaborated further on this
{dea.

“The bhest officers see that police work is an opportunity
for public service, at the same time offering a certain amount
of security.”

Police work didn't always offer “a certain amount

.orurity” and there was a time when it was just a casual
rough-and-tough calling rather than the profession that it is

’nw.

“Pop” Haslam’s first encounter with the law came in
1922. He was plowing the field with a team of horses when
"a sheriff's deputy rode up.

“We need a reliable man to take care of the cattle rus-
tlers and horse rustlers ‘in these parts,” the deputy an-
nounced, “The work is under cover and there’s no need to
Pmake arrests. All I need is evidence. There's been a lot of
stealing and it's gotyus stumped because we don’'t know the
,,ountry here.¥

When “Pop” indicated he was thoroughly familiar with
these parts he was made a deputy.

The best part of the job was that he recovered some of
his own horses which had been stolen,

of

Cattle Rustlers

Haslam continued in this capacity for only two years,
“T couldn’t future in police work,” the chief
recalls with a chuckle.

»

see any

Doubling Up
Bennett's ‘initiation into police work occurred somewhat
gpdirectly. A builder and carpenter, he was asked in 1932
whether he would take care of the fire department in
Walteria.

He accepted the assignment., He soon discovered that
residents called up not only for fire protection but for police
protection as well.

Doubling as peliceman and fireman occasionally caused
a conflict of Interests ‘when there was a fire in one part

town and simultaneously a riot in the other part of town.

There was no problem, however, about ehanging uni-

orms since all he wore to identify himself as an officer of the
w and/or the fire department was a cap.

Today police work is a science and officers are trained
with the same thoroughness as other professions, About 40
men on the local force, for instance, are going to college.
They are being trained to specialize in various aspects of

police work.
‘)an was a one-man police department,
Officers handled every type of crime, following it up
: sersonally until it was solved.
Vice, But Not Organized

While Torrance has never had any organized vice, it
did see some pretty rough early days.

One of the. tough spots of the early thirties was the
Cow Shed, formerly located at Newton and Hawthorne in
Walteria.

Bennett recalls the place vividly. The rough element in
town -~ both men and women used to congregate there
elightly for anything that might develop.

The main attractions were drinking, fighting and knif-
qngq. One of the victims had his leg slashed open from ankle
o hip, requiring more than 100 stitches. Despite this, he
refused to prosecute his assailant. >

Bennett used to walk into the Cow Shed nightly swing-
Ing his billy elub. He took nine men to jail one night.

“They gave me a hard time,” he said, “but I was hard,

In the old days, Haslam and Bennett recall, every police-

"

too.

Police Chief Gerald Calder kept applying the heat and
the Cow Shed finally gave up the ghost.

Haslam and Bennett still speak of cases which led them
to many a rough haunt and low dive in search of their man.

“l1 was never worried about getting out alive--as long
as I had my six shooter,” Bennett explained significantly,

Despite this, he never shot to kill.

“The nearest I came,” he stated, “was when I shot the
tires off a man’s car whom we were chasing. I had all the
right in the world to shoot him-—but I couldn’t do it.”

A good policeman, Haslam and Bennett explained, is a
person who likes his work and is interested in human nature.

& He should be even-tempered and have a good perception. e
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LAW AND ORDER
Assistant Chief Percy Benettt (I) and Chief Willard ("Pop")
Haslam.—Press Photo
He must know how to handle a situation, show good judg-
ment, be able to act quickly and firmly.

Crime Here To Stay

“Crime,” Chief Haslam stated, seeing the problem
realistically, “hasn’t been eliminated in 6000 years. It will
never be eliminated.”

Haslam labeled money, the proverbial root of all evil, as

. the major motive for orime.

“The lure of easy money; trying to keep up with those
having more; carelessness and temptation—these lead to
orime,” he said,

Constantly exposed to the seamy side of life, policemen
look upon life philosophically.

“You take it as you find it,” Bennett says, “you go along
with it and accept it as you can. Ever so often someone
comes along who renews your falth in mankind.”

Law Not Heartless

People are ‘prono to think of Justice and the Law as cold,
Impersonal, heartless.

But when you ask a policeman how he feels about track-
ing down a criminal you change your mind.

“We are interested Iin prevention and correction, not
punishment,” Chief Haslam explained.

“You're mad when you chase a criminal and sorry for
him when you catch him,” Assistant Chief Bennett reflected.
“In most cases you turn right around and try to help him.”

(Next week: On the Prowl with a Prowl Car)

"}Vandals |

Supérvisofs -—
Salute City

A salute to the City of Tor- |

-
ln F’re rance for their selection as one!
of the eleven All-American|

Police jwere still seeking van-|Cities of the United States for
dals who started a blaze in the|the year 1956 was voiced in a
home of a Torrance High SChOO’fspm-i;ul resolution introduced
teacher while she was on vaca- Tuesday at the Los Angeles
[tion, County Board of Supervisors|

The fire occurred at the home | meeting by Supervisors Burton
of Miss Cathryn Chisholm, 2514 |w. Chace and Kenneth Hahn,

Sonoma st. Vandals apparently| whe resolution  called atten-

piled her clothes jn the bathtub|tisn to the fact that Torrance

| founded in 1911 by Jared Sidney
who had been Torrance, was incorporated as

A neighbor,

watching the house, said the! i ;

) a city first in 1921 with a popu-
door was locked but that VaN- | 1atioh 7Ty b 00
dals apparently broke in| L Jonraxieetelss I8

and today has a population over
82,000,

Presenting the resolution te
the Board of Supervisors, Chace

through the back door.
Miss Chigholm said that there
was considerable damage and|

that ! .
rllh:a. she lost all of her ward and Hahn pointed out that Tor-
rance is considered one of the
SERVICE CLUB best -balanced cities in the
8 United States with excellent
educational and recreational

TOURS WARDS

programs that 'have kept pace
“with their unprecedented pop-
ulation growth,”

Approximately 40 Torrance| ~ -
Kiwanians toured two children’s | for Children in the Harbor area
wards of the Harbor General |conducted the ' tour. About 25
hospital after their meeting |children are in each ward, who
Monday night, January 14, [receive lots of TLC (tender lov-
Mrs. Rita Smith, Gardena, ing care) from the 60 Volunteer

vice-president of the Volunteers|for Children workers.

Mattress
Company
proudly
announces

. STAR FURNITURE CO.

is the latest local retailer to
feature the superb line of

Sealy Sleep Equipment

o |

——

o T

A\ NATURAL REST 4

¥

SOLD YEAR AFTER YEAR

FOR $5 950

ONCE AGAIN DRASTICALLY

REDUCED
TO

‘ 995

¥ WE CARRY OUR
OWN CONTRACTS

'STAR FURNITURE

2173 Torrance Blvd. Downtowh Torrance

YOU DEAL ONLY WITH THE OWNERS
Frank Higgins - Steve Schmidt - Ken Belles

Co.
FA. 8-1247

EASY TERMS
EASY CREDIT

.| doctors,
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AND COURAGE

CITY CRMIMEP ‘Cunningham
DURING '56 Will Head
Crime in Torrance for IQSGJRC Drive

amounted to the following, ac-

cording to police records:
Homicide-+-2;
Rape—17;
Robbery-*+31;
Aggravated assault
Burglary-—406;
Grand theft—462;
Auto theft--146;
Check offenses—209;
Sex offenses-—13;
Kidnaping—2;

Cross fund campaign, in which
Torrance and four surrounding|
communities will take part, will
{be led by Jack Cunningham of
|Shell Chemical Corps.

20!

ham to the regional campaign'’s
top volunteer position, was
Narcotics—10: n)ade 10(‘]‘:1_\' by John W. Luh-
For the pleasure of com.|ring (-han'n];m of the l,f\s A_”'
mitting misdemeanors, (‘i!izr‘nsl‘fw“‘s R‘:‘d Cross chapter's 1957
paid to total of $151,317 in court|¢ampaign for, funds.
fines. High optimism based on
‘r‘nllm.\'iaxlic volunteer Jleaders
P I‘ S .Ff |and the performance of the Red
o 'Ce +a Cross, service program during
the past year marked Cun-

|cepted the appointment.

“In view of the major role
Red Cross has now assumed in

ment now totals a personnel of
72, including the chief and as-
gistant chief; captain of detec-
tives and four officers; lieu-|the Hungarian Relief -project,
tenant of the juvenile division|together with the Malibu fire
land five officers; 16 in the|emergency and
[traffic division; seven clerical|program being

carried on by

{employees; and the remainder|the Los Angeles Chapter, I am |

[in the uniform division. fsuw‘ that Harbor area residents
will respond with the enthu:
siasm needed to put us over the
top of our goal,” asserted the

new chairman.

Attorney Is
Hospital Drive
Chairman

Donald J. Hitecheock, Torrance
attorney, was named chairman
of the professional gifts com-
mittee for the Little Company
of Mary Hospitat campaign.

Hitchcock and his committée |
membership will undertake so-
licitation of attorneys, account-:
ants, architects, engineers, and
other professional individuals|
and firms with the exception of
who already have
pledged $150,000 toward the
$776,000 campaign goal.

Subcommittees will be formed
for each category of profession-
al solicitation. He personally
will head the group seeking sup-
port from attorneys. Gerald L.
Revell is the industry commit-|hyur Sims, a graduate student at
tee chairman. Ohio university, working . to-

While industrial and - profes-|\ward his Master of Science de-

cal Corps. for the past 20 years,
Cunningham lives at 2915 Via
La Selva;, Palos Verdes, with
his wife,Isabel, and their four
children: Stephen, 11; Bonnie,
9; Shielia, 6; angd John, 5.

Torrance Press
Included in :
University Study

[requested to participate in a
statewide survey regarding the
coverage given city and county
government in California
weekly newspapers.
Conducting the survey is Wil-

smna] .sohcnat.inn groups are oree He is specializing in com-
increasing their ’a(‘nvmos.' lho)\m”n“y journalism,
campaign executive committee|

is undertaking first solicitation
of advance gifts from individ-

scheduled to be presented be-|thing's in the Want Ad sunper-
fore February 1. market. Dial FA 8.2345 today.

The appointment of Cunning-

The Torrance Police depart-|ningham’s comments as he ac-|

WHY PEOPLE BUY through
uals capable of giving substan-|Classified Ads! They're quick; |
tially to the voluntary institu-|simple and easy to read. No|
tion. Reports on these gifts are|hunting all over town. Every-|

The Harbor region’s 1957 Red | lywood

|
|
|
|
|

rehabilitation |

Associated with Shell Chemi- |

The Torrance Press has been

To West Point

jAndress, 16123 South Denver
|ave., Gardena; and Robert Hol-
[lis Strauss, Jr., 936 Calle Mira-
{mar, Redondo Beach.

Monte Bern Whitson, 5324 W.
117th st., Inglewood, was named
as first alternate.

King Announces
3 Appointments

Congressman Cecil R. King

announced the appointment
three 17th Distriet young men|
to West  Point Military|
academy and one alternate.
They are James Joseph Mul-
len, Jr, 112 Via Alameda, Hol-|
Riviera; James Gillis!

SPECIAL PRICES

For Your

FREEZER

U.S.D.A. GRADED
Choice BEEF

Full Side . . . . 45}
Hind Quarter... 52}
Fore Quarters .. 39
VEAL

Hind Quarter

LAMB

Whole or Half

f| &
. Pssssst . . . turn to the Classi-

fied ads and see if it isn't a fact
there aye all sorts of big values
from A to Z. Yes, there might
even be a zither. P.S.—If you
have a zither to sell, place an
ad of your own! Dial FA 8-2345.

the

NO GIMMICKS — NO EXTRA CHARGES
AN HONEST VALUE

A 12-LB. TURKEY, $1.00 - With Side of Beef Order
ONE-HALF TURKEY, $1.00 - With Quarter of Beef

Freezer Orders Cut, Wrapped a‘nd Frozen Free
Call FR. 9-4333

395

Free Local Delivery

39; §

Lamb Shoulder

GROUND
CHUCK
3 Lbs. $1.00

ROAST
Graded Choice

715 N. PACIFIC COAST HWY. -- REDONDO

Across from the Home Bank

FOR PEOPLE WHO DEMAND BETTER QUALITY

NEW SPORTS CARS

Payments as low as $43 per mo.
With Normal Down Payment

i TR B I
USED SPORTS CARS OF ALL MAKES
— Large Stock —

T-BIRDS — VOLKSWAGEN
MG — AUISTIN-HEALEY — TRIUMPH — PORCHE
JAGUAR — MERCEDES BENZ 300 SL
ALFA ROMEQ ~ KARMANN GHIA

GOOD SERVICF DEPT.

OFFERING YOU PERSONAL SERVICE

Sfon By For Tea
And Look-Around

DRIVE A
SPORTS CA
TODAY

§‘\

NEWCASTLE
SPORTS CAR CENTRE, LTD.

700 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY (101
HERMOSA BEACH
FR 6-3474

4 Miles South of L.A. International Airport

FOR THE BUDGET BUYER

$25.00 CASH

With Secured Credit

YOU CAN OWN AND
DRIVE A SPORTS CAR
New or Used

] FRANCHISED DEALER FOR .ALL BRITISH MOTOR CORP. MOTOR CARS



