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A REAL HARDTOP CONVERTIBLE
A 1957 Ford cor offering the advantages of both the hardtop and the convertible

ment of the closed car 40 years ago. To change the hardtop into a convertible,
driver simply presses a button and the all-steel top automatically slides into the trunk
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ise the top. The center
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Revolutionary Convertible

Developed By Ford Co.

. The first revolutionary new idea in automotive de-
¢ gign since the development of the closd car 40 years ago
was unveiled today by Ford Division of Ford Motor com-
pany. It is a hardtop model with a fully retractable

steel top which at the touch of ® is turned to the "ncce.amtj_v"

a button xllirlr-x :’""""”"";Y‘]Y|ank Automobile sHoiv Wnlnziposmon with the engine

into the ear’'s trunk, acéording| . % stopped.

to Vel Miletich, of Oscar Maples R Miletich said the retractable

Ford Agency, Torrance., Simple To Operate was “another example of the
The functional design of thnj Operation of the retractable is|type of advanced engineering,

first automatic all-weather car | deceptively simple. An instru- product improvement, and cus-

has resulted in a distinctive ap-|ment panel button is touched to
drearance previously unattained |raise or lower the steel top.
by any hardtop model. The new | Electric motors do the rest in a
@ar combines the advantages of | Mmatter of seconds. But years of
both a hardtop and a ronvnrt-!r"'-""“""h were required to per-
ible. {fect the design. In the testing
Publication today of pho'n-!p"”m'“mv the top mechanisms
graphs of ‘a finished model of |Nave been operated approxi-
the Ford Rletractable mn(lodimalﬂy 10,000 times, equivalent
nearly five years of secrecy, In|t0 30 years of normal service.
that time, Ford’s stylists and vn-l When the driver touches the
gineers perflected a design|top button, electric locks are
which has been a long g(,ughtll‘(‘l#;m(’d in the trunk lid and

s goal of the auto industry. The|rises up and back out of the

six passenger two door car is|way. Then locks are automatic-

scheduled for production start-|ally released in the top, which

ing in January, and it will be|sWings up, back and down into
sold by Ford dealers. 1t will be|the trunk.
the featured® car at the New/| The trunk lid closes and locks

Refinance
" Your Home
- Forthe Money Y ou Need

% Make your loan application

2 % Appraisal will be prompt

% Money paid on approval

% New loan can reduce payments
% Terms to suit your budget

A refinancing loan on your home is
- the. safe, easy way to get the money
you need without adding to your
monthly payments. Usually your
monthly payments on your new
loan are less than those presently
being made. Come in today for full

itself. In 40 'se(‘nnds. the car has

been converted from closed |

hicle. To change it back again,
the top button needs only. to be
moved in the opposite direction. |

For compléte safety, the
mechanism will operate only
when the ecar's transmission is
in neutral and the ignition key

can continue to expect from
Ford.” He cited the introduction
of the Thunderbird as a similar
advanocement.

Top-Secret

Only  twice during the long
development period has Ford of-
ficially acknowledged that the
retractable hardtop was being
developed. During 1953, the com-
pany showed the press a dream
car scale model of the design
idea. Three years later, during
Ford’s national press show last
September, a full scale proto-
type was shown to newspaper-
men in Detroit but the company
maintained the tight secrecy lid
which prevented photographs.

The revolutionary car bears
definite family resemblance to
Ford’s Fairlane and Fairlane
500 series sedans. However, it is
three inches longer over.all than
are Ford’'s Fairlanes. The extra
length provides rear deck space
for the car's flat, streamlined
roof which is literally swallowed
in the trunk.

To permit nesting a full
width, rigid steel top nearly 90
inches long into the trunk, the
designers moved the spare tire
under a floor plate in the rear
deck, and relocated the gas
trunk forward in the deck. Lug-

hardtop sedan to an open-air ve-i \

tomer benefits which the public |}

gage space is in the center area
of the -huge rear deck. |
One design features that
make the device workable is a
special linkage extending to the
front section of the roof. This
permits the forward ten inches
of the roof to swing back like a
flipper, shortening the  total
length to be stored in the deck.
Another innovation is the
counterbalancing that has been
built into the entire top mech-
anism. It works as easily as the
regular Ford’'s hood and deck
lid, which are spring balanced
for easy opening. Small frac.
tional horsepower motors that
drive the retractable top require
the same amount of current
needed to operate a conven-
tional canvas convertible top.

SHORT-CUT TO THE END
OF YOUR GIFT LIST

To quickly enjoy that grand.
and-glorious feeling of being

FEDERAL SAVINGS

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
of Son Pedve

LOMITA BRANCH

Prinepal Offrea in San Podve

DAvenport

2233 LOMITA BOULEVARD
6-6143

all -done with your Christmas
shopping, avail yourself of the
helpful suggestions in The Gift-
Spotter. This handily-arranged
selection of appropriate gifts
for everyone is featured in the
Torrance Press Classified. Let

it help you end your shopping

worries fast, See Page 51.

AND HERE'S ALL YOU PAY
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CHOOSE FROM —

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN TOWN
HUNDREDS OF ROLLS TO PICK FROM

DOWN

Up To 3 Years
To Pay

Complete

Thursday, December 6, 1956 TORRANCE PRESS

Installed

WE WILL TAKE YOUR OLD
‘RUG OR CARPET IN TRADE!

Here's What
You Get

Price Figured on
31 Sq. Yds. Avg.

VISCOSE
BROADLOOM
CARPETING

® TACKLESS
INSTALLATION

® HEAVY 40-OZ.
WAFFLE WEAVE
PADDING

WALL to WALL}|

PAY ONLY

$#00
2 A WEEK AT UNIVERSAL

IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS!

.

ighten
firing fasks

Ideal in kitchen, laundry, any work
center. Seat, 24" high. Tested to
support 1,000 pounds. Rounded
edges. Chromium. Upholstered
seat and back in red, yellow, blue,
green or black. ©

3945

BY COSCO

NO MONEY
DOWN

MODEL 8-w

COSCO Tray Cart: Top dou-
bles as serving tray! Chrom-
jum or black legs: COSCOAT

75 PE NS PS5 5 PE NG PE PG WS PE WS WS PE PSP PE VS PSP R PR PR P PEPE PR

woed grain finish, threes
colors.
$16.95

TR A A T 5 TR B R 3 A A R R

PAY ONLY
50c WEEK

|
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!

MODEL 4-MB
COSCO Step Stool:

its »
seat . . . it's a ladder, all in
ename! legs. Washable Dur-
an upholstery, four eolors.

 $13.95

New! Only folding
high chair that
converts to youth chair!

\

Folds TW"
Hatt

cosece
FOLDING HIGH CHAIR

Can’t fold with baby in it
Remove adjustable footrest and
stainless steel tray—it's a youth
chair! Chromium-plated tubular
steel frame; Duran upholstery in
choice of colors. Floor-protect
ing gliders.

‘18"

INSTANT

CREDIT

EASY

TERMS |

DOWN
TOWN
TORRANCE

NV

1317 SARTORI

OPEN MONDAY
FRIDAY NIGHTS

USE YOUR OUT OF TOWN CREDIT AT

VERSAL

_Ph. FA. 83073



