
HAMPTON
PLAYERS IN

J=IFTH YEAR
The Hampton Players, who 

derive their name from the 
strolling players who frequent­ 
ed the Hampton Court palace 
during Shakespeare's day, have

m produced a total of 16 plays 
since their first production, 
"The Silver Cord," in 1951. At 
that time a group of Hollywood

Riviera residents organized the 
group and appointed Boh Farns- 
worth director. Last y«*ar they 
adopted a rotating director poli­ 
cy, Von Hershey, Torrance high 
school instructor, just finished 
directing "Seasons in the Sun."

B<*it Character 
Carl Rodgers, who starred in 

"Seasons," won the best char­ 
acter actor award in the 1955

pacific Coast one-act tourna­ 
ment for his role in "Day Be­ 
fore Yesterday." It was then 
presented before a Hotel del 
Coronado audience,' Coronado, 
California. Others from the Hol­ 
lywood Riviera district in the 
play were Mickey Hauser, Bruce 
and Miriam Wilson. Rodgers 
and Mrs. Dorothy Tunis, secre­ 
tary of the group, co-starred 

(Continued on Page 11)

Manhattan 
Players In 
New 'Home'

After ten years of Little 
Theatre production in the beach 
city area, the Manhattan Play­ 
ers are at last in a playhouse 
of their own which opened with 
"Picnic" in May of this year. 
It has been named "The El 
Camino Real Playhouse", 526 S. 
Irena, Redondo Beach. No con­ 
tributions were made to finance 
Hie project. Proceeds from past 
productions had been set aside 
for that purpose.

The unique theatre was at 
one time a pottery factory 
which the Players renovated, 
and rendered it serviceable and 
practical for a cummunity thea­ 
tre. It seats approximately 100.

According to June Roisman, 
talented actress and director 
with the group for many years, 
the aim,is to have a playhouse 
which is as comfortable as pos­ 
sible, with the best, lighting and 
sound equipment available. 
With each succeeding produc­ 
tion additions are made to pro­ 
vide a professional but intimate 
athmosphore for theatregoers 
in the area.

'Come Back Little, Sheba'
Mr.s. Roisman and Ed Siani, 

(Continued on Page 11)

YOUR BEST VALUE IN

REDWOOD
FENING

FENCE SPECIALS
OCTA6ON or

DIAMOND
DESIGN

REDWOOD
FENCING

6 FOOT HIGH
-FOOT 
SOLID 
BOARD

$1.35 ft.

REDWOOD $1Erunning ft

CHOICE OF SEVERAL DESIGNS

CLEAR REDWOOD BOARDS   PRE-CUT 
OTHER SIZES AT COMPARABLE PRICES
FENCE INSTALLED 40c PER RUNNING FOOT

OR  DO IT YOURSELF 
POSTS SET IN CONCRETE 20c PER RUNNING FOOT

MILL AND 
LUMBER CO. 

14119 S. WfSTERN AYE. DA. f-6303
300 Feet North of Rotecran* Open Every Day Incl. Sunday

D. N. HEGG

NEW CAR DIRECTORY
OLDSMOBiLE - CADILLAC 

G.M.C. TRUCKS

CECIL L THOMAS & SONS
TErmlnal 3-5291   PACIFIC at FOURTH. SAN PEDRO

DODGE - PLYMOUTH FRontier 2-2122
SALES & SERVICE

WALTER G. LINCH
312 PACIFIC COAST HWY. - 31? S. CATALINA, Redonrfo Beach

STUDEBAKER ORegon 8-4005
Denier Authorized by Studebftker Corporation 

to Service the ToTunce Are*

FRANK H. AFTON CO.
240 N. MARKET. INGLEWOOD

INGLEWOOD NASH
4351 W. CENTURY BLVD.

(Ju«t E«tt o* Cur tin*)

OS. 7-8253 OR. 8-3186

DESOTO - PLYMOUTH - VOLVO

WHITTLESEY MOTORS
FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE 

ON ALL CHRYSLER PRODUCTS

OPEN EVENINGS 1600 CABRILLO FA. 8-6161

TORRANCE BUYER'S GUIDE

BILL BAILEY'S SHELL SERVICE

EXPERT LUBRICATION
Complete ulne Of

ACCESSORIES   TIRES   BATTERIES 
Electric Polishing - Complete Brake and Motor

Tune-Up Service 

1695 W. PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY at WESTIRN AVI.

DAvtnport 6-9702 Harbor City, Calif
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^_

Lomita Insurance Agency
No Moriey Down   Auto Insurant* -- Pay Monthly 

JACK PETTIT   FRED KORCHEN8KY
"All Kinds of Insurance" 

REAL ESTATE   NOTARY

2231 Lomita Blvd. DA. 6-0090- DA. 6-OS18

OIL Ph. DA. 6-9961 
PETE CHAVES

Union Oil Dealer - Open 24 Hours
Night Lubrication   Free Pick.up and Delivery

Fireston* Tires and Batteries

INarbonnt) & Pacific Coast Highway /Lomita

TOP HAT CLEAKERS
1651 LOMITA BLVD.

WE OPERATE OUT OWN PLANT 

Opsn I A.M. to 6 P.M.   Closed Sunday

PV PLAYERS 
ARE OLDEST 
GROUP HERE

The PaJos' Verdea Community 
theatre organization is the old­ 
est of the little theatre groups 
in the area.

In 1934 Mrs. Ripley Dorr 
started the original players but 
it wasn't until 1943 that they 
established a "theatre" alop 
Walt Reese's Drug store in the 
PV Plaza. It amounted to one 
large room with a seating ca­ 
pacity of 70.

Alethea Brown, well-known 
local theatre personality who 
will direct the next Player pro­ 
duction, was one of the original 
directors when the Players per­ 
formed in the Plaza. Today, 

(Continued on Pag« 11)

DAv«nport 6-2252 Harbor City, Calif.

ChapelActors 
Busy During 
Third Year

Three yeears ago, Steve Sand 
and Don Gish, members at that 
time of the Manhattan Players, 
acquired a double garage at 
1613 Gould ave. in Manhattan 
Beach and organized the Chapel 
Theatre with an intimate seat­ 
ing capacity of 50.

BEST ACTRESS
In the first, year of its exist­ 

ence they entered the Pacific 
Coast tournament and won sec­ 
ond prize for the Welsh play, 
"A Husband for Breakfast." 
Gert Beard, who has been active 
in many Little Theatre circles, 
in recent years, won best ac­ 
tress and best character actress 
for her performance.

With an original rewrite of 
the Chinese story, "Betray No 
Trust," the Players again came 
in second in the Coast Tourna­ 
ment last. year. It. had been 
adapted by Lavada Weir, drama 

(Continued on Page 10)
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Lure 
Actors and Playgoers Alike

(Editor's note: This is the second o f a series of articles dealing with cultural 
activities in Torrance.)

ON STAGE, EVERYBODY
A change of coitume, an empty water glass, a dusty powder 

puff, some costume jewelry. The scene now shifts from a dis­ 

heveled make-up table to the backstage wings wher« someono 

is waiting her "hour upon tohe stage." Press Photo.

By DURFEE PARKINS
Line, please . . . How many flats will we 

need? . . . You're on in five minutes . . . 
What about the teasers and tormentors? . . . 
Make it a down stage right . . . You weren't 
on cue . . . curtain . . .

Any of these terms sound familiar? 
If you are a theatre goer they should, if you 
are an actor they'd better, but If your mind 
draws a blank, it's not too late to become en­ 
lightened.

The cure is easy, painless and most en­ 
joyable. It's as simple as this attend or, if 
you are so Inclined, participate in, the Little 
Theatre productions currently being staged 
in the area.

Non-Profit Theatres
Today, hundreds of Little Theatres exist 

all over the United States strictly on a non­ 
profit basis to afford theatre-minded persons., 
.an opportunity to work together. The work 
is rewarding, stimulating and an interesting 
cultural outlet. The time element involved 
is only a minor consideration to those who 
love the theatre, recognize the need for a 
high level of dramatic entertainment, and 
want to take an active part in the cultural 
growth of the community.

In the Torrance area the desire for such 
cultural activity can not only be explained 
by the number of people, who belong to the 
five little theatre groups In the vicinity, but 
by the large audiences that these produc­ 
tion* attract. The Accent theatre In Tor­ 
rance I* the only local group, but whereas 
It draws members and audiences from the 
outlying beach communities, by the same 
token the Hampton, Chapel, Manhattan, and 
Palos Verdes player* attract Torrance the­ 
atre goers and actor*.

The Little Theatre movement as we know 
it today grew out of the enthusiasm follow­

ing World War I when labor began to 
shorten its hours and people had more leis­ 
ure time. They welcomed the chance to ex­ 
press themselves and gradually were able to 
guide these pent up emotions into cultural 
and artistic channels.  

During the 1920's the Little Theatre be­ 
came a creative laboratory for entertainment 
on all levels. They were well established be­ 
fore the motion picture industry introduced 
its first "talkie" in 1928. Even the schools 
began to regard acting as a profession rather 
than an itinerant pastime.

Invasion of Mars
Orson Wells' Mercury theatre was an 

outgrowth of the Federal Theatre established 
during the Depression and was an example 
of the realistic and imaginative nature of 
acting then and now. His radio show "In­ 
vasion Frpm Mars" was so realistic that 
many people committed suicide,*moved, or 
prepared themselves for the worst.

Despite the fact that little theatre or­ 
ganizations are continually confronted wih 
technical and financial problems either they 
don't have a proper place to rehearse, or the 
budget is too small they are able to give 
amateur productions which not only compare 
favorably with professional shows but, in 
some instances, surpass anything done pro­ 
fessionally. Due to the limited facilities, ac­ 
tors and directors alike must necessarily give 
vent to imagination and creativity. In other 
words, their limitations are their assets. 

Habit Forming
For those of you who have never at­ 

tended a community theatre production, 
check the page for information about current 
and future plays in the area. You won't re­ 
gret it. In fact, it might become a habit. 

(Next week: What does Torrance hmve to 
offer musically?)

Accent Theatre Does Just That
Accent Theatre, an unusually ambitious group since its 

inception last year, exists for the promotion of theatre and 
theatre arts in Torrance. The name Accent, broken down into 
its component parts provides the key to its existence Cul­ 
tural Civic Enterprises Needing Theatre. In other words- Ac­ 
cent on theatre!

Original Thirteen
Thirteen local residents gathered at the home of Mr. and 

Mrs. W. C. Boswell in February, 1955. to establish a civic 
theatre that would not only serve its own cause of bringing 
theatre to Torrance hut lend a hand whrrrvrr needed. The

Casting Dates
.The time is now. That need 

for self expression need no 
longer be suppressed. Little 
theatre groups in the area 
always welcome newcomers 
to try out and read for their 
productions.

"THE BAD SEED", Thurs­ 
day, December 27, Chapel 
Theatre, 1613 Gould ave., 
Manhattan Beach, 8 p.m.

"THE HEIRFJSS,' Decem-

High 
p.m.,

ber 4, 5, 6. Torrance 
school, room 101, 7:30 

Accent Theatre.
"^OLID GOLD CADILAC,"

November 19, 20. and 21, El 
Camino Real Playhouse, 526 
Ire-na, Redondo Reach, 8 p.m. 

Manhattan Flayers.
"HARVEY," December 5, 12. 

Eagles hall, 128 S. Catalina, Re­ 
dondo Beach, 8 p.m., Hampton 
Players.

original thirteen Included Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Heinlein, Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Harcstad. Dr. and Mrs. M. A. Bauman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Norris, Miss Betty Kissler, Mrs. Lou Dyer, Jack Hudson, 
and the Boswells. Before a constitution and by-laws were 
adopted, almost eighty persons from Torrance and the South 
Bay area were members. Numerous others became patrons.

First effort of Accent was the presentation of "Night of 
January 16th," a courtroom melodrama, at (he Y\V('A, directed 
by »IacU Hudson. Many Torrancp citizens served on the jjlay 
"Jury" from the audience. One nUrht of the performance was 
donated as n benefit to the Youth Coordinating Council's teen 
town building fund. A one-act mental health play for the 
senior Council was offered at the name time.

Next on Ihe schedule was "The Fourposter." with Von 
Hershey as director, at the Torrance Woman's club. Jack 
Hudson directed Accent's entry in the Pacific Coast One-Act 
Play tournament, "The Parade at the Devil's Bridge." and di­ 
rected the Woman's Club's annual one.-act play. Mrs. Boswell 
acted as co-director, and last spring directed the Woman's Club 
one-act which placed third-in the federation competition. For 
two years s'he has been drama chairman for that organization 
and will again direct this coming spring. 

 Rose Tattoo*
"The Ro*e Tattoo" was the third major production in 

October, 'ftft, under 4he direction of Miss Noralee Benedict, for- 
(Continued on Page It)

NEW SUPER SPEED GAS
BURNER GIVES WORLD'S

FASTEST COOKING!

MENU VARIETY IS SO EASY with a new 
Gas range rotary barbecue?

Naturally iC$ tmokeless 1
Ever served shishkabob* ? Or barbe­ 
cued rolled roaat of beef ? Or barbe­ 
cued chicken ? They're an cany an broil­ 
ing Meakft or chop* whrn you bave a 
new Gaff range with a rotary barbecue 
in the broiler compartment. Junt. an 

loo ! For smoke and spatter

disappear in the clean blue Ga« flamr. 
Another feature, of the new Gan 

range* that make* cooking easier in Top 
Burner Temperature. Control. With it 
you can make any pot or pan auto­ 
matic. Visit any Ga* appliance dealer 
or your Ga» Company » nhowroomn 
»oon. See all ibaf* new about the new 
automatic Go range*.

This new Gas ring* burner cooks 
faster than any burner using any 
other practical fuel-and does it 
under all conditions cooking all 
kinds of food. See it at your 
neighborhood Gas range dealer.

LOOK FOR THESE NEW FEATURES. 
TOO: Needle pilots, periscope 
ovens, top burner timers, auto­ 
matic roasting thermometers and 
many others.

SEE THESE MODERN AUTOMATIC 
GAS RANGES: Caloric, Florence, 
Gaffers & Slitter, Hirdwick, 
Magic Chef, O'Keefe & Mirritt, 
Roper, Wedgewood, Western-Holly.

Curtain Calls
The play is definitely t h e 

thing as far as Little Thea­ 
tre entertainment i s con­ 
cerned this month. Make up 
a party, invite your friends 
and take your pick of any or 
all of the following: (Curtain 
time 8:30 p.m.)

Accent Theatre : "THE 
WOMEN," directed by Stan 
Johnson, Lomita. Continued 
November 23. and 24. Torr- 
«nc<e High school auditorium. 
Tliis light hut sophisticated 
comedy was made into the 
current movie. "The Opposite 
Sex." For ticket reservations 
all FA. 8-5585 or FA. S 7625. 

Pal o« Verdes Player*: 
"GOODBYE, MY FANCY," 
directed hy Ken Sutton, Gar- 
dena, November 29, 30 and 
December 1 at Dapple-gray 
School auditorium, Palos Ver­

des Drive N. near Rollinf 
Hills road. All students, this 
includes night school, loo. 
with student body cards will 
be admitted for half price 
on opening night, November 
29. For ticket reservation! 
call FR. 5-1134.

Manhattan Players: "BUS 
S T O P." directed by Robert 

Conner. Continued November 
22. 23, 24, 29. 30 and Decem­ 
ber 1, at El Camino Real 
Playhouse. 526 S. Irena, Re­ 
dondo Beach. For ticket res­ 
ervations call FR. 4-1690. 
Chapel Players: "DARK OP 

THE MOON," wierd fantasy di­ 
rected by Don Gish. Contin­ 
ued November 23, 24, 25, 30, 

December 1, 2, 7. 8. 9. at Chapel 
Theatre, 1613 Gould ave., Man­ 
hattan Beach. For ticket reser­ 
vations call FR. 2-8290.

f OUTHIftN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY

nl ;ives YOU such modern automatic appliances

Now! 
Golden-brown pancakes

in 2 minutes- 
when you cook electrically!

TODAY NOTHING COOKS FASTER than a modern 
electric range. From a cold itart with a cold pan, 
your pancakes are golden-brown in 2 minutes. Hot 
soup takes 68 seconds. Bacon and eggs 5Vi minutes. 
Fry, bake, broil or roast electricity does it better.

THERE'S MORE: your kitchen is cooler. And 
cleaner. Pots and pans keep that mirror-bright 
shine. Kitchen walls look fresh and new much 
longer.

AFTER WARRANTY on your range expires, Edison 
services it jrtf—charges only for parts, if needed.

IF YOU'RE STILL COOKING the old way, you 
haven't seen the new electric ranges at your appli­ 
ance dealer's. See them  and see how easy modern 
cooking can be.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMPANY

LIVE lETTEH-jtlECTKICmY!


