
FOR
S6.730.283 FOR SCHOOLS

* N ftEDONDO

if TORRANCE
The largett Circulating N*u>«nap*r between lot Angeltt and Long Peach

TORRANCE PRESS
1406 CRAVENS AVE. - FA. 8-2345

VOL. VII Page 25 I fij 2 THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 1956   TORRANCE CALIFORNIA NO. 10

Aroused Parents Ask 
School Board Not to 
Transfer Children

A room-full of parents, aroused because their children 
are being" shifted from oije school to another, asked for 
redress of their grievances before the Board of Education

LYNNE LEHR 
. . . quite a record

She's First 
To Sign Up 
In Contest

First, entrant In the 1956 Miss 
Torrance contest is a pretty po­ 
lice department employe, it. was 
announced today by James Van 
Dyck, directo;- of the sponsor­ 
ing Torrance Area Youth 
Bands.

She'i shapely Lynn Lehr. 20, 
who works as a record rlerk at 
the Los AngHes Police Depart­ 
ment 77th St. division. 

A The brown-haired miss measj 
ures 3624-38.

Lynn* is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike Lehr of Tor­ 
rance and attended El Camino 
College. She's interested In 
swimming, modeling and dog 
training.

No novice at beauty jjag- 
eanta, Lynne placed second In 
the went National Pres* Pho­ 
tographer*' assn. competition 
*t Denver.

Van Dyck said a score or 
more of girls are expected to 
sign up for the July 27 charm 
competition. Prospective en­ 
trants may contact him by tele­ 
phoning FAirfax 85273.

The contest is open to any 
(Turn to Page 7) i

RABIES 
CLINICS 
PLANNED

City Manager George Stev- 
ens has been authorized by the 
council to contact: the Southern 
California Veterinary Medical 
association in order to set up 
rllnic* for 'vaccinating dog» 
against rabies during the first 
four weeks of the licensing per­ 
iod starting July 1.

According to a law passed In 
Torrance as well as in Lo» An­ 
geles county during the last 
year, all dogs must be vaccin­ 
ated against rabies or show evl 
dence that they have been vac­ 
cinated.

BULLETIN: Peanut* Hie 
cat met with a cat-awtrophy. 
Mayor Albert l.sen has used 
fhe bmt effort* of his office 
to reunite Peanut* and her 
owner, Mr. Gienn .Smith. The 
Mayor urgently solicit* tihe 
t»flp of the community. 
George Orozler, of the SP(!A, 
has also placed his service* at 
the Mayor's disnmal.

' The clinics will probably be 
set up in conjunction with the 
South Bay Humane society 
which does the .licensing. Vol­ 
unteers to help with the clinics 
will orobably be sought among 
P-TA* and other local organiza­ 
tions.

Cost of the shots 1« expected 
to amount to $1.50.

The council also discussed re­ 
negotiating ' the contract with 
the South Bay Humane society 
for the coming year.

A complication arose when 
Mayor Albert Isen referred to 
a case involving Mrs. Glenn 
Smith and her cat.

Kitty
Mrs. Smith informed the 

(Turn tin Page 7)

Tuesday night.
There were two groups of 

parents with Similar problems 
Each presented the board with 
petitions.

A number of Torrance 
Heights parents complained be. 
cause about 75 children are be 
ing transferred to the Meadow 
park school.

They expressed great; dis 
satisfaction with the fact that 
t'he children would have to 
cross dangerous Hawthorne 
ave. They also disliked the lo­ 
cation and construction of the 
school.

The other group of parents 
represented 20 Perry pupils 
who have been transferred to 
the El Nido school. These par­ 
ents also complained about the 
fact fhat the students would 
have to cross a dangerous in 
tersection on Hawthorne and 
that they would be going to a 
Jess desirable school, as far as 
buildings and facilities are 
concerned.

School officials Indicated that 
the 75 Madrona children were 
assigned to Meadow park be* 
cause of additional facilities at 
that school which would other­ 
wise remain unoccupied.

Increased cost In transporta 
tion kept, school officials from 
assigning children from other 
areas to the Meadow park 
school instead. The change, 
they said, was only temporary 
until the new school north of 
Lomita blvd. on the east aide of 
Hawthorne is built.

Regarding the 20 Parry 
youngsters, school officials said 
that it was necessary to fill up 
the classrooms at El Nido and 
to relieve the load at Perry.

Both groups of parents will 
meet with school officials to­ 
night and tomorrow In order 
to try to arrive at a satisfac­ 
tory solution.

Plans Made 
To Promote 
Local Stores

There are many types of ad­ 
vertising available hut Torrance 
merchants will have to choose 
the medium that they consider 
best, and then hit hard in order 
to promote the downtown shop­ 
ping area.

So stated Joe Elsaman, of 
Elsaman - Johns Advertising 
agency, In laying out an adver­ 
tising promotion campaign 
based on a $24.000 annual bud­ 
get raised by the merchants for 
that, purpose. He addressed mer­ 
chants at. Tuesday's Chamber 
of Commerce breakfast. '

"The important thing Is to 
(Turn to Page 7)

City, Schools 
Study Budgets

There's one thing: the city of Torrance and the Tor- 
ranee Unified School District have in common growing 
pains. Both, too, have arrived at identical conclusions_ 
they need more money and the only way to get it is

through taxes.
The city of Torrance is think- 

ing in terms of a balanced 
budget of $2,720.000 (the budg­ 
et for the current period wag 
$2,151,327). The Torrance Uni-

Annual Press 
Photo Contest 
Starts Soon

n£ r 
the

PUN FOK infc r-AMILY
A paracU, dramatics, a picnic supper and games will highlight the "Family Night" 
to be held at McMaster park in North Torrance June 28 from 6-9 p.m. Calling at­ 
tention to the event are (l-r) Bill Cunerty, 10, Maureen Bereskin, 10, and Frank 
Husson. Press Photo.

Elaborate Plans Made for 
Dedicating Civic Center

One of the most spectacular celebrations ever held anywhere dedicating a new 
civic center will be held in Torrance August 11 and 12.

Elaborate plans* are being made now for the official opening of Torrance's new 
city ,hall, police station, and swimming; pool which are rapidly nearinjr completion at Torranoe boulevard between

annual Tor­ 
rance Press photo contest 
which will start in 22 days.

This year there will be 
two divisions instead of one.

This will enable amateurs 
as well as semi-professionals 
to compete on their own 
level.

A total of $140 of prizes will 
be given away, with first, sec­ 
ond and third place winners t6 
receive prizes in each division.

All individuals who submit 
photographs which are smaller 
than 8x10 will he classified as 
amateurs, AH individuals who 
submit 8x10 photos or mounted 
photos will be considered in the 
semi-professional category 
(glossy SxlO's are preferable 
to mounted photos).

Again sponsoring the contest 
this year will be the Torrance 
Press; A-l Photo Service, 1318 
Sartori; and Photo Arts Studio, 
1311 Post.

Prizes in the amateur division 
will be as follows: First, $25 
cash; second, $15 (in merchan­ 
dise photo supplies): third. $10 
(in merchandise photo sup­ 
plies).

Prizes In the semi-profes­ 
sional division will be as fol­ 
lows: First. $40 cash; second. 
$30 (photo supplies); third, $20 
(photo supplies).

The contest will start July 12 
and end August 16. winners to 
be announced August 23.

Each week a finalist will be 
chosen in each category, win- 
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Maple a,nd Madrona.

The day will also honor Na­ 
tional Guard Day and Gover­ 
nor's Day.

A committee appointed by 
Mayor Albert I sen is now work­ 
ing out the program for the 
two-day celebration which will 
include a parade, rodeo, barbe­ 
cue, water festival, and tour of 
the civic center.

The celebration will atiart lit 
10:30 Saturday morning with a 
parade down Tormnce boule­ 
vard from Sartori to the civic 
center site. Parade coordinator 
IA Sgt. D. C. Cook, of the Tor- 
ranee Police Department and 
Mounted Police.

Parade awards will be pre 
sen ted when the unite arrive at 
the civic center.

A luncheon honoring numer­ 
ous dignitaries will be held fol­ 
lowing the parade.

Barbecue will be nerved from 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m., with tickets 
being sold by the Civitan club. 
"Pic-nak" table* will be net up 
in the vicinity of the civic 
center.

Dedication ceremonies have 
been scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
and Invitations have been sent 
to both the governor and lieu­ 
tenant governor of the state to 
attend.

The rodeo, sponsored by the

Torrance Mounted Police and 
Uom club, will start at 2:30 
p-.m. Tickets are now being 
sold by the two groups- 

The civic center buildings will

IT'S AS 
EASY AS 
FA. 8-2345

If you want to know the truth 
. . . this Is It: Classified results 
in th* Torrance Press are ter­ 
rific!

Don't take our word for it  . . 
just listen to what, Mrs. John 
Wall of 22015 Howard street, 
Torrance, has to say:

"Gosh, we had TERRIFIC re­ 
sults . . . the phone rang ALL 
day long for three days!"

Mrs. Wall ran the following 
pd:

-wftll car­ 
pel. R«rhair^ Hl,<*po*«l. patio. $9O 
month. I>ays. FA 8-5300 

FA 8-7434 *ft»r 7 ».m.

Whether you wish to buy, sell, 
trade, or hire, give us a Jingle. 
It's Inexpensive, it's quick, it's 
simple, It's FA. 8-2345.

be open for Inspection from 
3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.,.to be fol­ 
lowed by an open-air dance 
which will he free 10 the public.

Sunday's schedule calls for 
the presentation and unveiling 
of « war memorial plaque do­ 
nated by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. The ceremonies will 
be. conducted by the Torrance 
post of the American Legion.

The water festival will be 
held from 1:30 until 2:30 p.m.. 
to be. followed by the rodeo aind 
open house.

The opening parade Saturday 
will feature equestrian units 
from all over, floats from civic 
groups and service organiza­ 
tions, and National fluard units 
in full combat regalia.

Following the parade and bar­ 
becue, the guardsmen will leave 
for Camp Roberts and Hunter 
Ligget, according to their com­ 
mander, Capt. Douglas J. Hor- 
la,nder, commander of the local 
company E (bridge) which is 
part of the 132nd Armored En­ 
gineer battalion of the Cali­ 
fornia Fortieth Armored Divi­ 
sion.

fied School District is content 
plating a $6.730,263 budget. 
(The current budget is $5.637,, 
998).

si on, the council appeared to 
agree on a 8.8 c*nts tax hik* 
per $100 of assessed valua­ 
tion. Thai would brln* the 
total municipal levy (includ* 
Inp bonds) up to $1.222 as op­ 
posed to Its present $1.184. 
(Including various c o 11 n fry 
taxes, the total amount* to 
$4.0972.)
The necessity of providing 

increased services to the con­ 
stantly growing population as 
well as the need of hiring more 
personnel and offering a 7H- 
per cent wape increase for city 
employes was given as the rea­ 
son for increasing the. tax rat*.

The tentative budget is du«

June 26.
A majority of the council 

seemed to favor allocating 
$13,000 to the Chamber of Com­ 
merce, the same figure as was 
allocated last year. Council­ 
man Willys Blount favored 
$25,000, as requested by th« 
Chamber.

School Override Tax
Members of the Board of Ed­ 

ucation, desperate for funds 
with which to solve the mush­ 
rooming problems of school 
growth, discussed the possibil­ 
ity of asking the voters to ap­ 
prove, an override tax in addi­ 
tion to going on the. State aid 
program in the October special 
election.

The State aid program would 
not affect the present tax rate 
since it does not permit the 
school district to raise taxes for 
the State program above the 

(Turn to Pa*?*" 1)

PRESS WINS NATIONAL 
NEWSPAPER HONORS

The Torrance Press gained national recognition this 
week when it emerged with two first place awards and 
one honorable mention in th'e 1956 Best Newspaper Con­ 
test sponsored nationally by the Accredited Home News­ 
papers of America, Inc. * 

The Torranc^ Press competed Cecil R, King, and Mayor Albert
with other newspapers in the 
30,000 circulation bracket.    

The first place citation for 
special editions was given the 
Torrance Press for its April 26 
Progress Edition hailing the 
forty-fifth anniversary of Tor- 
ranee. (  

The edition features stories 
of the growth and development 
of Torrance. The front pa.ge 
carried a pictorial "T" contain­ 
ing pictures of various major 
industries flankecl by congratu­ 
latory letters from Vice-Presi- 
dent. Richard Nixon, Governor 
Goodwin Knight, Congressman

Ise.n.
The Torrance Press also re­ 

ceived the first place citation 
for colored printing (advertis­ 
ing.)

"The competition utM» ao 
ke<»n and close," official* 
stated, "that the judge* have 
recommended honorable men­ 
tion citations be. awarded in 
mw-eral contest*. In addition 
to the citation to the winning 
newspaper!"
Ralph R. Gompertz, managing 

editor of the Torrance Press, 
received honorable mention In

Polio Victim Receives 
High School Diploma

Friday, June'15, was an extra-special graduation day in Torrance. Frederick 
William Diesel, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Wni. Diesel, of 1608 Post avenue, was-the 
recipient of a hiffli school graduation diploma, presented to him personally by Dr. 
Bruce Manner, principal of Torrance high school.

MAYOR TO MEET GROUCHO '
"You Be* Your Life, thii is it!" i«yi Mayor Albert Isen, stating 
that he will definitely be on the Groucho Marx TV show tonight 

  *t S p.m. (Channel 4). Looking on ii George Whittleiey, Tor- 
Te/r*nce DeSote-Plymouth dealer. Preis Photo.

/nvcMiijmnymn in. JVI«K'" «
were Linda Thistle, outstand­
ing senior of the year, Tony 
Ward, Spring senior president,

^Sherwood Tiernnn. fall s*»nloT
president, and Mrs. Ethel M.
Lewis, who has bepn Fred's
teacher since the fall of 1954.

Fred has been In a chest
respirator and rocking bed since 
October, 1951. He started kin­
dergarten at Torrance elemen­
tary school and graduated from
HHi grade In 1949. He was a
Torrance high school sopho­
more when he contracted bul-
bar polio.

He spent "his next year at
Ranchos los Amigos and had
some schooling there. As soon
aa he waa able to be aent horn*

Walter Rehwoldt. director of
Instruction for the Torrance
Unified School District, as­
signed Mrs. Ethel M. Lewis, the
home visiting teacher from
special services, to Instruct him
in his high school work.

Fred has finished all of his
required subjects, taking
French and Physics this last
year and doing some of his
work during summer school, all
by home teaching assignments.

In February, 1955, Fred was
laken to Ranchos los Amigos
to leacn to frog breathe and to
use the rocking bed which al-
lowi him to be free of the chett

respirator.
Fred's greatest Interest In

his stamp collection, which is
an exceptionally complete one
of United States stamps. This
hobby, he hopes, will become
his vocation.

He Is also a great sports en­
thusiast and doesn't miss a
single sports event on T.V. His
friends have been wonderful in
their constant visits, and have
kept him right up-to-date on all
the high school doings.

Fred knows that some day
he Is going to be well again
and Is. waiting patiently for
that day to come.

POLIO VICTIM GRADUATES
Fred Diesel, who wa» struck down by polio in 1951, received his high school diploma 
last week at his bedside from Dr. Bruce Magner, Torrance high school principal. 
Witnessing the presentation were (l-r) Mrs. EfSel M. Lewis, home visiting teacher! 
Linda Thistle, Sherwood Tiernan, and Tony Ward.* Press Phote.


