
200 CAPS OF DYNAMIT
 One Cap Can 
Blast Off Hand

Juveniles who burglarized a Lomita aaiid and gravel 
company over the, weekend were really playing with dyna­ 
mite literally.

A box containing 200 dynamite caps, each one of
which is capable of blowing a

-^ person's hand off, were stolen 
^ from Chandler's Sand and Grav­ 

el co., 26311 Nafbonne ave., ac­ 
cording to I^ennox sheriff's sta­ 
tion officials.

! Sheriff's officers and com­ 
pany officials Issued a warning 
to parents and local residents

WATCH OUT 
FOR THESE!

This it the way « dynamite 
cap looks. A total of 200 such 
eaps was stolen from a Lo­ 
mita sand and gravel pit over 
the weekend. Police issued an 
alert, asking anyone knowing 

' of their whereabouts to noti­ 
fy them immediately   Press 
Pnoto.

Pilcrt Walks 
Away From 
Plane Crash

^ A Torrance airman walked 
away uninjured from a plane 
crash»which occurred seconds 
after his ship had.taken off 
front Grenier Air Fore* base 
this week.

First Lt. G A. Whiting of 
Torranc* was co-pilot of the 
twin engine Air Force C47 
which took off in a snow-storm 
only to plummet to the ground 

^with its Joad of nine passengers 
and three crewmen.

Non* of the members of the 
flight were critically injured, 
but the crewmen were held at 
the base, dispensary for obser­ 
vation.

Th<? plane was hound for Ft. 
Knox, Ky., where the passen 
gers were to have made an In­ 
spection tour.

This Edifion 
Largest Ever

Thi* week's colorful edition 
of the t Torrance Press marks 
the bifgest Progress Edition 
ever published In Torranc*.

It contains a variety of well- 
written stories and illustrations 
felling the story of Torrance. 
&Mirth<*rmore, this edition con­ 
tains the largest amount of ad­ 
vertising lineage ever published 
by a Torrance newspaper.

to be on the look-out for the 
dynamite caps.

Anyone knowing of their 
whereabouts is urged to contact 
Torrance police (FA. 8-3456) or 
Lennox sheriff's station <OR 8 
3801.

The Individual caps look like 
a copper shell, I'/i Inches long 
and *4 inch in diameter.

While the total value of the 
200 caps does not exceed $4.80, 
their total potential destructive 
power it. too terrible to think 
about, shorriffs officers said.

If dropped, hit by a hammer, 
or rnashed, one cap could blow 
a person's fingers or hands off, 
it. was utated.

POLICE WARN RESIDENTS
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cS?,Nfcc (L Trio Invades Home,
Family Robbed of $780RESIGNATION: Beverly B. 

Smith, planning commissioner 
and former president, submit­ 
ted his resignation from the 
commission to the City Council 
Tuesday night. No appointment 
was made at this time.

DOWNTOWN TRAFFIC: The
The caps were stolen out of a Chamber of Commerce submit- 

supply bouse, the theft, appear- ted several traffic recommenda 
ing to be the work of juveniles.

The caps are generally used 
to *et off ft powder charge to 
blast the sand down, company 
official* stated.

Little Red 
Schoolhouse 
To Continue

The "Little Red School 
House" project at Walteria ele­ 
mentary school will be con­ 
tinued during the coming year, 
according to action taken by 
the Board of Education.

The project has been enthu­ 
siastically accepted by parents, 
teachers and the administrators 
concerned, the board was told.

A total of 250 parents, , 60 
more than were involved in the 
present project, have requested 
for the continuation of the pro­ 
gram.

Basically the plan Involves 
placing students who would nor­ 
mally be In the first, second and 
third grades together Into one 
classroom for the purpose of in­ 
struction.

The »am« applies to fourth, 
fifth and sixth graders.

This way the students have 
a better chance to progress at 
their own speed and to learn 
from each other, It is main­ 
tained.

The idea was developed by 
(Turn fo Page SB)

tions including: additional traf 
fie officers during heavy hours 
and making one-way streets out 
of Sartori, Cravens, Post and 
Marcel ina. Recommendations 
coincide generally with those of 
Police Chief Willard Haslam.

STOP SIGNS: Police Chief 
Willard Haslam will submit a 
master plan next, week for 
traf fir improvement through­ 
out Torrance, including addi­ 
tional stop signs. Included will 
be stop signs at Palos Verdes 
blvd. and Carson st.

NKW CIVIC CENTRR: Dedi 
cation ceremonies are being 
planned for the weekend of 
August 11-12. Tying in with the 
celebration will be National 
Guard day and parade; rodeo 
and parade sponsored by the 
Lions club and Mounted Police; 
and a water revue In ttie new 
swimming pool. Governor Good- 
win Knight will be invited.

SMITH-DRKSSKR CASK: The 
city will not take the matter of 
the fired building inspectors to 
the Supreme Court. The Dis-

Nixon Congratulates Press 
On Special Progress Edition

) Torrance's spectacular growth and colorful history 
is being featured thm week in the exciting annual Prog­ 
ress Edition published by the Torrance Press.

The event has been lauded by important public figures 
on a national, State, and local level.

Congratulatory message* were received from U. S. 
Vice President Richard Nixon; U. S. Congressman Cecil 
R. King, 17th congressional district; California Governor 
Good win J. Knight; and Torrance Mayor Albert Isen.

Their letters are reproduced on the colorful front page 
of this edition. *

r This special Progress Edition represent* just one more 
way in which the. Torrance Press reflects the fabulous 
growth of this community by highlighting; all important 
Rventa.

reconsider the matter and de­ 
cided to send the whole case 
back to the Superior Court for 
a new trial.

IN LIEU TAX: Torrance's 
apportionment of In lieu tax 
from the Motor Vehicle Depart­ 
ment amounts to $385,100, it 
was reported.

BO AH PROGRAM: Two pro 
jects were approved to be pair! 
tor out of state gas tax monies. 
Approval by the state must 
riow be obtained. Projects in­ 
clude resurfacing Post from 
Carson to Arlington; Carson 
from Plaza del Amo to Arling­ 
ton; Arlington from Sepulveda 
to southerly city limits; Cren- 
shaw from Carson to Domin- 
gue/.

GRADING ORDINANCE: An
ordinance relating to excava­ 
tions, filling and other grading 
of real property was approved 
at its first reading.

BALLOTS: Ha I lot.s from the 
recent municipal election have 
been placed in storage for safe 
keeping with Rekin's storage. A 
recount has been asked.

AIRPORT COMMISSION:
George W. Schneidor o/ Holly­ 
wood Riviera has been ap­ 
pointed to the Airport Commis­ 
sion to fill the vacancy left by 
Bob Jahn, now a member of the 
:ity Council.

Man Has Car Stolen, 
Turns Other Cheek

A man who had his car stolen by two teen­ 
agers while at church Sunday turned the other 

' cheek after the car was recovered and offered 
the boys a job rather than punishment.

Edward Greene, owner of Greene's Ready-Mixed 
Concrete co., 20427 Hawthorne ave., Torrance, discovered 
t'hat his car had been stolen as he came out of church 
Sunday.

As he returned home with friend* he suddenly saw 
his car whiz by, with two teen-agers inside. He gave 
chase hut. the juveniles eluded him.

While Greene reported the theft to police, a woman 
called the station to inform police of a car which had 
just been abandoned in front of her home. It was 
Greene's.

Greene stated that he would like to find the two 
youngsters involved, hut not for prosecution. He thinks 
the boys might n*ed a job or assistance to help keep 
them out of further trouble.

A two-car smash up at Palos Verdes blvd., and Car­ 
son st. resulted in critical head injuries to a 17-year-old 
boy and various injuries to four other persons involved in

7 Workers 
Saved From 
Gas Death

Two men's heroism and fast 
thinking wore credited with 
<aving seven men from being 
asphyxiated when the victims 
were overcome by fumes Satur­ 
day at the Wilmington plant of 
Union Oil co.

Bringing the victims to safe­ 
ty wore Clyde Berhhardt, of 
1014 W. 262nd St.. Lomita, and 
David Hotchlson of Long 
Beach, who held their breat'hs. 
ran Into the gassed area, and 
pulled four of the men out into 
the fresh air.

Other workmen followed their 
example and pulled out the 
other three victims.

d> the crash.
Critically Injured 

Cook, 17. of Wilmingloi, Who 
was riding In a car driven by 
Homer A. Vandergrlft, 18, of 
22620 Ellinwood.

The car driven

Workers applied artificial res-'dition.

by   Vander-
grift and one drivem b/Jerome 
Shannon. 25, of 5130 Cathann 
street, were involved In the 
wreck.

Police' said that Shannon's 
rar was going north on Palos 
Verdes boulevard, and Vander- 
grift was driving easrbound an 
Carson street when the accident 
occurred Thursday.

Three police cars and Wright's 
Ambulance responded to the ac­ 
cident call.

Frank Cook and John Cook, 
15, also a passenger in t.hr 
Vandcrgrift car, were taken to 
Harbor General hospital follow­ 
ing the accident.

John Cook suffered a should- 
er injury. Hospital authorities 
reported him to be In fair con-

HOP, SKIP, AND FLIP
A '55 Renault swtrved, tlcidded and rolled over iouth of Torranc* blvd. late Friday 
afternoon when another car allegedly cut in front of it. Driver of the Renau't, Geo: ge 
Brundaqe, 37, of 1530 W. 228tn »t., received only minor injuries but wa» booked for 
drunk drivinq. Press Photo.

piration until rescue units ar­ 
rived. 

Torrance men receiving In
Juries included William Skip­ 
per. .24. of 2435 Cabrillo ave.. 
and James Hall, 25. of 2602 
Grand Summit rd.

Refinery officials said the 
seven victims were overcome by 
sulphur dioxide gas while work­ 
ing on a cracking unit. Al­ 
though t'he unit had been shut 
off, the gas apparently came 
through a Ifak in the mechan­ 
ism, officials stated. *

Nell Alitalo. 42. of Long 
Beach, reportedly was stricken 
first. The other six men were 
apparently overcome when they 
rushed to his aid, authorities 
said.

Skipper was reportedly the 
most seriously hurt, officials 
said, stating that workers spent 
more t'han half an hour trying 
to revive him. his heart having 
stopped beating.

Skipper. Hall. Alitalo and 
Warren Barton, 29, of San Pe- 
dro, were taken to a Long 
Beach hospital.

The three other victims. Mor­ 
ion Wagner, 29, of Long Beach. 
Charles Gibbs, 33. of Bellflower. 
and Ocil Stephens, 39. of 1002 
W. 227th st. were treated and 
released, officials stated.

Los Angeles Fire Department 
rescue crews responded to the

A quiet evening at home turned into a night of terror when a Lomita family 
was invaded by a trio of youths armed with pistols and a switchblade knife Wed­ 
nesday evening.

The invaders, said to be in their late teens or early 20's, entered the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Smith of 1710 West 257th st, bound and gagged members of the

. ---<! family and got away wirh $780 
worth of valuables.

C. L. Smith. 51, and his broth­ 
er. Clifford, 46, had just finish­ 
ed watching the Red Skelton 
show, they said, when two of 
the bandits burst through the 
unlocked front door.

"Hit the floor." one of the 
youths commanded.

Thinking it was some kind of 
joke, the brothers were slow in 
following the order. One of the 
bandits then kicked C. L. Smith 
in the ribs.

The youths blindfolded and 
gagged him and his brother and 
bound them hand and foot with 
strong fishing lines.

When Clifford resisted, a pis­ 
tol barrel was shoved into his 
face, he reported.

leaving one bandit to guardl 
the helpless men, the other 
threw open the /ioor into the 
bedrrtom in which Mrs. Smith 
was sleeping.

"It was like a horrible night­ 
mare," she told police. "I was 
awakened with a pistol and a 

(Turn to Page 85)

Real Reason * 
To Cry in 
Your Beer

One of two robbery suspects 
really never had much of a 
chance to enjoy his share of 
six cans of beer. Not only did 
the victim give him a hard 
time, but police nabbed him 
within 45 minutes of the ai- 
Icgcd robbery.

Rooked on suspicion of armed 
robbery was James W. Thomas, 
20, of 1735 West 257th street, 
Lomita. The. other suspect has 
not been caught as yet, accbrd- 
ing to Lennox sheriff's offi-

WHODUNIT?
Police Chief Willard Haslam and Mayor Albert Isen look ever 
rubbish dumped in the alley right across from the police station 
in flagrant violation of Torrance's dumping law. An attempt is 
being made to determine who was responsible. Press Photo.

cers.
Paul R. Richardson, 59, of 

25S33 Lucille avenue. Lomita, 
was walking along Pacific 
Co»st highway near Lucille 
avenue when he was confronted 
by two men who demanded the 
beer.

Richardson set the package 
down and then pulled out a 
small jackknife in self-defense 
as one of the suspects came 
forward.

Illegal Votes, Errors 
Charged, Ask Recount

A petition requesting a recount of TorraiKje's April 
10 City Council election has been filed in the bo* Angeles 
Superior Court, it was announced this week.

The petition charges that illegal votes were cast and 
that precinct boards made errors sufficient to change

Vandergrlft suffered knee 
and head Injuries, authorities 
said.

Shannon was taken to Haw­ 
thorne hospital for treatment.

George H. Wilson. 22. <}f 5029 
Cathann. a passenger in Shan­ 
non's auto, received minor in­ 
juries and was not hospitalized, 
Harbor hospital authorities re­ 
ported.

An/A Crn*h
Two women were injured, one 

critically, in a crack-up Friday 
night at Torrance boulevard 
and Anza avenue. j

Reported in fair condition at 
Gardnna hospital was Constance 
Cobh, 21, of Manhattan Beach. 
She suffered neck and hack In­ 
juries and possible concussion, 
hospital authorities said.

Evelyn Hathaway. 4-1, of Pasa 
dena. a passenger in the other 
car was injured, but not hos­ 
pitalized.

Bandits Rob 
Liquor Store

Two young bandits held up a 
liquor store across from the 
Torrance police station last 
week, escaping with $475.

One of the youths simulated 
a gun under a jacket, Verne 
Swift, clerk at the store located 
at Marcelina and Cravens said.

the results of the election.

First Draftee 
Of World 
War I Dies_

Funeral services were held 
Monday for the first man to be 
drafted in World War I.

Kllis C. Williams. 63. of 2005 
Hinsdale. Torrance. suffered a 
heart attack last Friday.

He still kept in his wallet the 
newspaper clipping which told 
that he was the first man to he 
drafted for service in \Vorld 
War I. Williams served in the 
armed forces for four years.

He is survived by his brother, 
The suspect grabbed a neaV!Dr. J. B. Williams of Van Nuys:

and his sister,. Mrs. Buest of 
Tar/ana.

Williams had been a resident 
of Torrance since last July.

Ser\'ices were held at Pierce 
Brothers Mortuary in Los An­ 
geles.

by metal advertising standard 
and tried to hit Richardson, 
who warded off the blow.

At this time the second sus­ 
pect picked up the beer and 
both men ran off.

sheriff's officers, on 
patrol, noticed Thomas near the 
same location about 45 minutes 
later. They did not like the 
story he told and when they 
showed him to Richardson he 
identified Thomas as the man 
who had assailed, him earlier 
that evening.

The petition was filed Friday 
on behalf of Waltef^A. Garra- 
brant by Attorney Donald Arm­ 
strong.

Garra brant placed. fourth in 
a race for three coahcil seats.

Garrabrant lost to Rober* 
Jahn by 15 votes officially miter 
absentee ballots wet» tabulated. 
However, an unOraicial spot 
check indicated an «rror of 36 
more votes in JamVfc favor in 
one precinct. This gives .Tahn 
a 51 lead over Garrabrant un­ 
officially.

.Tahn was installed as council­ 
man last week and^JMayor Isen 
reelected to the pot$ of mayor.

Should Garrabrjplt replace 
Jahn it is likely thltf Isen may 
lose his position as mayor.

Councilman Nick Drale and 
Willys Blount opposed Isen's re- 
election. Both were Garrabrant 
supporters during the campaign.

No date for a hearing on the 
petition for recount has been 
set by the court. Judging from 
a similar situation in 1950. the 
recount may be started around 
early June.

Turn Clocks Ahead Sunday
Time marches on!

That's the order of the day 
especially Sunday. April 29,

when we go on Daylight Sav­ 
ing Time.

Watches and clocks must be 
set AHEAD one hour.

3758 More Polio SJhots 
Available to Children

With the second series of polio shots completed, the Torrance area branch of 
the Los Angeles County Health Department announced that it has enough vaccine on 
hand for 3758 more injections.

These shots will be available as of May 1. Those eligible will include any chil-
dren from kindergarten through**-                 "~

the fourth grade who were not 
included In the original pro­ 
gram, and to pregnant women, 
as well as children fi)r>m the 
fifth grade and up, if the sup­ 
ply lasts, according to Dr. B. A. 
Kogan. Torrance district health 
officer.

This program is part of the 
federally-sponsored 30 million 
dollar polio vaccine program.

Many of the injections will be 
made at the pre-natal and well-

baby conferences in the district 
health office.

"We estimate that about 80 
per cent of the children in this
ape group kindergarten
through fourth grade in the 
cities served by the Torra.nce 
district health office, will have 
received their second polio shots 
by May 1. giving everyone in 
this group a very good immu­ 
nity to the crippling disease." 
the health officer stated. 

From January 1 to the middle

of April of this year. 19,618 
polio injections were given to 
school children in this district, 
with a total of 2373 absentees 
and with 462 cancellations for 
various reasons during this 
same time, according to figure* 
available at the health office.

"These children who missed 
out on the poliomyelitis pro­ 
gram for one reason or another 
will be given first priority on 
the vaccine we have left," Dr. 
Kogan said today.
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