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Douglas Drivers Receive

Awards for Safe Driving

French War B

With Mother After 3 Years i -

With, the last 19 receivingling G. D. Kiser, 21112 S. Be
awards last week, 73 truck and|rendo, Torrance.
courier drivers of Douglas Air:| Winners of two year awards
craft's El Segundo division h.’l\"'j\\l'l(': T. L. Axton, Jr,, 1525 W.]

208th
Jenskin,
Torrance; Evelyn Z
3922 W. 170th street, Torrance;
and W. R i\'lm'rlxnn. 1211 \'&
cident-free motoring adds up to|176th street, Torrance: G.

now received recognition during | street,
the past year for approximately |
4,000,000 miles of

Their

; Cataline,
safe driving.
continuous

record of ac-|

163 years, according to M. L.|Rodenhauser, 4920 Cadison,
Andrews, safety supervisor for|Torrance.
the Douglas Division. 1

I)r]vr-!u, honored with  Na-|[ECONOMIC RESOURCES
tional Safety Council pins and

certificates last week include I‘)
couriers and nine
tors, Andrews said.

California” has a greater di
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Three year awards were pre-|countries, reports the National
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By RALPH R. GOMPERTZ

After three years of working, waiting, and hoping,
| a French war-bride and her mother were reunited here
P v« but not without one final frightening experience
| before the happy ending
l “Isn’t she pretty!” 26.year-old Colette Plaetke of 22002 S.

Bonita st. exclaimed, looking fondly at her mother, Mrs.
Yvonne Villemain, who arrived here from Paris, France a

} week ago Tuesday.
“We only had each other after the war,” Colette reflected.

“I made a promise to myself when I was younger that I would
give my mother a home and security, I knew that we would
see each other again when I left France--it was just a strong
feeling 1 had that I was not leaving her behind for good!”

Wrong Destination
While waiting anxiously for her mother to arrive Tuesday,
Colette received frightening news—her mother had obtained
|the wrong tickets and her plane was to arrive in San Francisco
instead of in Los Angeles. “I was afraid I'd lose her because
she doesn't speak a word n{ English,” Colette recalled excitedly.

Colette was too upset to think and co-workers at Longren

she received a return’'wire from the manager telling her ‘not to
worry and assuring her that matters had been straightened out

cans living

and her

Destiny pointed the way to America for mother and daugh
ter six years ago when Colefte met Harold Plaetke who was
then an American GI in Paris.

Though Harold had participated in the Normandie invasion
| and Colette had lived close to the fighting, they did not meet
| until Harold returned to France in 1950 upon re-enlisting
| “We went—how do you say-—‘steady’ for two years,” Co
[lette recalled, talking and gesturing with the light, lilting,
| effervescent quality which one likes to regard as typically
Freneh, “We married in 1952 and I came to the states three
years ago.”

l that's exactly what happened.”
|
|

California,

stage.

have to use a covered wagon to come to California—Press Photo
mother would arrive in Los Angeles that evening. > S, T A ke R T et

I came to work for Longren,”

day and told me that we are all equal in America and she

| Mother Not Afraid 3

| . : ¥ Wentworth
| “1 wasn't frightened,” Mrs. Villemain said I knew that

} once I landed in New York people would be nice to me and

made me feel at ease,
chance to do whatever I thought I could do and that in America
it didn't matter who you are or where you were born,”

Colette and her mother both expected to see cowboys and
Indians on arriving in America.
she didn’t find any but Mrs, Villemain isn't too sure yet.

“I hope it's civilized,”

sections here maké her
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|
| Jahn, a builder, has

Torrance five years.

" Prior to entering the building
| business, he was a carpenter
twith Universal Studios and a
{ building inspector for the coun-
ty of Los Angeles.

lived in

Counmlman

Benstead Will

He attended Monmouth col

R * lege, Southwestern Law uni-
un Agaln versity, and Pepperdine college.
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Councilman Victor Benstead|in the Army Air corps from
Friday announced his intention 1'.’1;‘;1& His iynm'nf\v in av ‘mIAmn
to run again for City Council by oblained for him an appoint.

ment to the Torrance Airport
Commission when that commis-

sion was formed.
Benstead, who has served four . gL ¢
tead, who has served four| 1y, and ‘his wife, Barbara,

years on the City Council, was| have three children. Brian. 6
primarily* instrumental in get lha:mn L and Rc“\'or'l v '8
(ting the swimming pool on the : LagiS
|ballot which was approved h\t
{the voters <uh\oqunnrl\ at the
‘hmul election. Lions club®
He also initiated the rahi(‘.\'i o :
law and has continuously fought
for a better recreation program.
Benstead, a

taking out a declaration of can-
didacy.
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Jahn is a
American
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Torrance Bootery Offers These Terrific Savings
for Dollar Days Only. Featuring Name Brands
Such as Delmar Flat, Kedette, Grace Walker,
John C. Roberts and Kings Way.
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WOMEN'S

FLATS {‘s%”’ DRESS
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Reg. to $9.95
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Torrance Boolery

OPEN FRIDAY NITE

1333 EL PRADO FAirfax 8-7809

“We lived in San Francisco and one day I made the mis-
take of asking my husband to take a trip to Los Angeles,”
“I saw the blue sky and the sunshine and
the sky and the sand—and I told him that we better go back
A week later we moved down here.”

expect to find and what do they actually find?
like?

S0 Different Here

“The American people overseas
laughter,” Colette remembered.

[ found them much more serious

At first 1 thought that they needed too many

material things to make them happy.

but I found them to be the family type

the Torrance plant of Douglas

America from another country
What do they
change after

How do they

are very gay and full of’
“They act like children. But
almost too serious-—in their

I also expected them to

Colette had always dreamed of America as the land of |
she found the reality to prove l

’] fmmrl out what /\mvru an rlf‘mm racy wall\ monnt \\th

|Bank Merger
‘Announced

l California bank and Holly-
|wood State bank have reached

lan adreement whereby H\r‘i
Hollywood State bank, 6801
Santa Monica Boulevard, will|

be merged Into and operated n\'i {
Bank, | #§

an office of California
Frank L. King, president
California bank, and Wade E
‘Hmm('H, president of Hnll\\xomil
[State bank, in a joint statement
1ml,w stated that arrangements |
for the proposed nerger havp‘l
| been approved by the boards of
directors of hoth banks,

| California bank presently has | jii
has a|§

{49 branch offices and
total resources of more than |
| 800,000,000, Total resources of
the Hollywood State bank are
approximately $43,000,000.
It is expected, subject
approval of the shareholders of
[the two banks, that actual
| transfer of business will take
place about April 15 or as soon
| thereafter as the necessary
';fnrmalitios have been con-
| cluded.

Advertising
Award Won

By Baker's |

jaker's Furniture, 1515 Cra-
vens ave., won a third
award for excellence in adver
tising in the 4th Western Re-
tail Home Furnishings Adver-
tising Kxhibit held at the West-
ern Merchandise Mart, San
Francisco,

The Award was hased on ad-
vertising entered by
Zappas, co-publisher of the Tor-
rance Press, and
committee from
ctsco Advertising club. Furni-|
|ture dealers and newspapers in
vlhp eleven Western states, West-
|ern, Canada, Hawaii and Alaska
annually submit their best ads
in ‘competition.
| Buyers attending the West-
{ern Winter Mart will have an
|opportunity to view the ads and
|gain ideas for their future pro-
{motion of home furnishings.
'The exhibit is sponsored by the |
?\\'r‘.\'l«‘rn Merchandise Mart an

pns & Brisebols, national ad
\mli‘nw syndicate,

Only exhibit of its kind in the
nation, its aim is the advance
ment of the Home Furnishings

|
|
|

with .a “real” Indian at Knott's Berry farm.
first Indian I had ever seen and guess what happened—he
spoke to me in fluent Parisian French!

and which Colette will only hint at.

Colette hopes that her mother will find what she has found
in America,

no longer afraid,
you simply grew up with it.

is paying my bills on time — plain nonsense like that,” she
Iaughed whimsically, looking happily at her mother.
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Big deal ! Sensational
buy ! Here's a quality.
engineered Packard.
Bell in all-hardwood
cabinet—at a price
hard-to.believe | See It
today, you'll buy it!

Pockara Betl TV l

‘“We Guarantee To Beat Any l
Legitimete Deal'

CHUCK'S |
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(R

.
b

Colette still Iaughs when she recalls her first encounter
“That was the

.

That did it!”

There are war memories which left deep wounds and scars

“We must live in the present and look toward the future,”
said, looking protectively at her mother.

Table TV on
matching table base
(optional extra for

base). Bright, clear,
aluminized picture,
Best pictura of the
year , . just great!

“The greatest change that has come over me is that T am
I can’t explain what Kind of fear it was—~

Now the only thing 1 worry about
1409 CRAVENS AVE.

Mod 24ST wal fin 8199.05

- o

EXTRA QUALITY!
EXTRA VALUES!

DIAMUND

Lawson's buys Diamonds in large quantity
purchases, direct from Antwerp. The savings
we make are passed along to you, our valued
customer.

DIAMOND
BRIDAL SETS!

~ MEN'S DIAMOND RINGS
YOUR CHOICE

PLUS FULL TRADE|
ALLOWANCE

On Your Present Diamond Ring
No Matter Where or When Purchased.
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1317 EL PRADO, TORRANCE

Phone FA. 8-4313
Phone NE. 6-7765  »

Open Friday Nites
Until 9 O'Clock




