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DEEP HOLE was burned into 1"He living room 
when « couch caught fire at 19349 Flavian ave. 
Mn. Elizabeth O. Lair died of suffocation. Fire

wai apparently caused by a burning cigarette.
and Capt. FrankFire Marshal Bob Lucas 

Turtle inspect the scene.
C)

Woman Suffocates as 
Couch Catches Fire

A 39-year-old woman who had apparently fallen asleep without properly putting out her cigarette, died of suffocation Sunday.
Though the couch on which she was sleeping caught fire and burned a deep hole Into the floor and th<* woman sought to escape the suffocating fumes, she only man­aged to get to the hallway where firemen found her negligee-clad body.Dead is Mrs. Elizabeth O. 

Lair of 19349 Flavian ave.
The fire apparently stayed in 

a smouldering stage from about 
3 a.m. until 8 a.m., before it 
burst into flame, Fire Marshal 
Bob Lucas conjectured. It was 
discovered and reported by 
Richard L. Pierce of 19345 Fla
vin. 

Firemen applied a resuscita-
,tor but the woman did not re- 

  *pond, and was declared dead 
on arrival at Harbor General 
Hospital.

Survivors Include the hus­ 
band, Chief Warrant Officer 
Everett Lair, who was on a 
training cruise when the trag­ 
edy occurred, and the mother; 
Mis. Richard Dowell, 822 
S;u tori.

The woman WHS <  H 
^ hit* gold wrist wai a 
Silver religious medal on a sil­ 

ver chain around her neck.
Her husband was expected 

back the following day.

Inter-City 
Court Battle 
^ooh-Poohed

Auto Contest Winner Will 
Have Fabulous New Year

This ia the first time I've ever won something1 in my whole life especially something as fabulous as this!"
So stated Frank Rametta, 2903 167th st., Torrance, upon being informed that he won the auto contest entitling

him and his wife to a free 
New Year's week-end at the 
Ambassador hotel climaxed by 
attendance at the Rose Parade 
and Rose Rowl game.

Rametta's winning statement 
rin 25 words or less) read as 

will buy my next

Hospital 
Receives 
Ford Grant

Ton-ancc this wet»k 
for Its «hare of 
lion dollars given away 
philanthropic purposes by

In 
nil- 
for 
the

Ford Foundation, with tihe an­ 
nouncement that $45,200 of the 
money would go toward Jared 
Sidney Torrance Memorial Hos­ 
pital.

The largest, grant for hos­ 
pital $250,000- went to 57 in­ 
stitutions. The smallest grant 
in this field was $10,000.

The largest grant to colleges 
went to New York University  
$5,000,000. Largest sums to 
California institutions were to 
Stanford University, $2,34.400; 
USC, $1,170,900, and Institute of 
Technology, $1,229,000.

Smallest grant was $31,900 to 
California School of Fine Arts, 
San Francisco.

The rt500.000.000 given away 
was said to be the largest single

py, totaling $150,000,000 more 
than the foundation* had given 
away previously in its 19 years 
of existence.

The money is roughly equal 
to $3 for every man, woman 
and child in the United States.
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'Premium'

Request that the city pay a 
"premium" for sand and gravel 
so that construction of the 
swimming pool couM continue, 
was temporarily recommended 
lor denial by City Manager 
George Stevens.

"I'm not ready to.reoommend 
it," Stevens said^.

Stevens told the council that 
Walker and Murphy, general 
contractors, asked the city to 
pay the premium because of the 
strike in order to keep work 
going on the project,

It was asked that the request 
would be put in writing and 
submitted next, week for con­ 
sideration.

Stevens said tine "pr»»mlum" 
would amount to severnl thous­ 
and dollars -about ,^4000. The 
city permitted spending a 
hundred dollars for "premium" 
cement recently to keep the city 
hall and fire building construc­ 
tion goinp.

thi

Mayor Albert 
poohed Redondo's 
will lose its municipal court 
and even its. hoped for superior 
court as a result of Torrance's 
attempt to obtain such courts.

"We don't want them to lose 
their court," Mayor Isen said. 
"We ju.«rt want our own munici-

«»I court. 
"As for the superior court," 

he continued, "that's an entirely 
different issue and it is wide 
open."

I sen's remarks referred to re­ 
marks made by Redondo City 
Attorney Frank L. Perry at 
Monday's council meeting. 

"If we go to sleep on the Job, 
(Turn to Page 24)

New Market, 
17 Stores 
To Be Built

Ground was broken Tuesday 
on a new Jim Dandy market at 
Lomita blvd. and Western ave, 
and plans for the construction 

£T 17 stores at the same location 
were announced.

Announcement was made by 
Marvin V. Steiner of the Joe 
Bravermari co,, real estate- 
agent for the property.

Steiner stated that the shop 
ping center covers 5 J/i acres 
and is valued at about $1.000.000

George Pappas and co. will 
develop liie 17 stores which will 
Include a drug store, hardware 

6*ore, and baby shop, among 
-Others. An L-shaped design will 
be used.

Steiner also stated that a 
medical group will probably br 
constructed on the west cornei 
of the property.

It is anticipated that construc­ 
tion on these stores will star 1 
Within about two months.

Arthur Menke, president oi 
Mar-Isaac and Menke, contrac- GROUND BREAKING TEAM . . . Ground w«^'^7 JMVE rr itg';d,'y tv r^ D'",v;ketcompjefpd .round June .W oi f» b« ]««»^ «' Lom "« j>lv£  ** W.itornnext vear *v*' Attending were (l-r) Dav* Wilhnton,

There wilt be off-street park- preiident, Lomita Chamber of Commerce;
Ing for 350 cars. Marvin V. Steiner of Jo* Bravcrman co., real

follows: I
,'ar from H Torraiyo n*>v\) cm ia eift 
<i?» ler because "hometown 
friendliness, honesty, and de­ 
pendability means fullest satis­ 
faction to me and success to 
the progress of tihe individual 
and community development."

Rametta and his wife will 
stay at the Ambassador Hotel, 
from Friday evening, December 
30 until Monday, December 2. 
They will celebrate New Year's 
in the Cocoa nut Grove, includ­ 
ing a 5-course dinner.

The contest was sponsored 
by local auto dealers including 
Oscar Maples Ford, Whittlesey 
Motors (DeSoto-Plymouth 
Torrance Lincoln-Mercury, But­ 
ler Bulck, and Paul's Chevrolet. 
George Whittlesey was contest 
chairman. Entrants were judged 
by participating dealers.

Rametta is an instrument 
technician at the Torrance 
Douglas plant and has lived in 
Torrance a little over a year.

"I just feel tthat this couldn't 
have happened to us," Rametta 
exclaimed incredulously. "I've 
wanted to see a Rose Bowl 
game every since I was a hoy

it's a boyhood's drnnm come 
true."

"If we do

1
cilinan ^
"1 want    
be ready1 to answer this
week."

El Nido 
School Goes 
To Redondo

Annexation of the El Nido 
area lying within the city of 
Redondo to the El Nido school 
district was approved by the 
County Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday.

Petitions bearing 160 signa 
tures asked for such annexa 
tion.

The. area- bordered by 190tlh 
st., Inglewood ave., the railroad 
tracks, and the Redondo city 
boundaries -has been a cerfter 
of controversy since tihe city of 
Redondo annexed it without 
taking it out of the Torrance 
school district.

NO. 3$

'Hazardous 1 

Sumps Face 
Court Action

The city will crack down on 
violators of the sump ordinance 
as of December 23 when the law 
goes into effect, and official! 
have been instructed to hauf 

">lators straight into court 
'!'ii is may even affept sumpf 
y inch meet all legal require 

if they happen to pro- 
lit "hazards."

eorge Powell informed th« 
cil that he knows of   

of cases where the on 
is being violated and 

and another official will 
an intensive three-day 

ation the day the or 
goes into effect.

prior to Mayor Al« 
order to crack down 
violators last week, 

^_ ity Attorney Stan 
Hioyer submitted a letter 

'oweU advising: 
T believe that if such hazards 

ps. even if they comply 
legal requirements) serve 

present useful purposes. 
(be abated as a public

Local school 
luctant about

officials felt 
shouldering

re­
re

sponsibility over an area be­ 
longing to another city, whfle 
trying to reap the benefits of 
'' " » Torrance school district.

THE LITTLEST ANGEL . . . Santa Land in Ei 
Prado Park will be the scene of the ACCENT: 
theatre! production of "The Littlest Angel, 1 }/ 
under the auspices of the Retail Merchants as­

sociation. In the cast are: (l-r) Mrs. Robert 
Kelsey and Mrs. Frank Kelley, and (l-r) Carol
Fo»s, Lynn Renfro, Bobby 
Renfro. Prets Photo.

Renfro, and Joan

The Littlest Angel To Play 
Three Nights In Santaland

The ACCENT: theatre! production of "The Littlest Angel," will play in Santaland in El Prado Park, on Mon­ day, Tuesday, and Wednesday, December 19, 20 and 21,

Santaland 
Schedule

estate agent; Arthur M e n k «, president of 
Mac Uaac and Menke, contractors; William H. 

" Dyer, Jr., vice-president, Jim Dandy market; 
John P. Jamison, of John P. Jamison associates, 
engineering firm.- Press Photo.

at 8 p.m. 
This modern classic tells the

story of a little boy who gives 
the thing he loves most to the 
Christ Child on His Birthday.

Bobby Renfro, the son of 
Mrs. Madeleine Renfro, plays 
the title role. The Renfros have 
recently moved to Torrance 
from New York City, where 
Bobby was a Conover model 
and appeared in numerous NBC 
and CBS television shows.

Alternating as narrators will 
be Mrs. Robert Kelsey and Mrs. 
Frarik Kelley. Robert Adams 
will play the "Good Gate­ 
keeper." The prodctlon Is un­ 
der the direction of Noralee Ben­ 
edict. Ann Humphreys is assis­ 
tant to the director.

Cherubim will be played iby 
Carol Foss, Dierdre Dyer. Pam­ 
ela Boswell, Lynn and Joan 

(Turn to Page 24)

Commercial 
Trash Charge 
Studied Here

Service charge for special 
commercial refuse collections 
is being studied by the City 

< 'ouncil.
City Manager George Stevens 

proposed that such a charge 
would be made for refuse col­ 
lected above the nine cubic feet 
pickup a week for which there 
is no charge.

About 200 accounts would be 
involved, he said. Torrance is 
one of the few cities which pro­ 
vides its 'own pick-up service. 
Even if it starts charging, cost 
would be less than in other 
cities where refuse is collected 
commercially, Stevens said.

Christmas activities at Santa- 
land and visits by Santa Claus 
to various groups this coming 
week are as follows (Santaland 
is located at Cravens and El 
Prado):

Thursday, December Ift
Santa will not be at Santa 

land in the morning.
10:30-12 noon- Santa visits* 

Howard Wood school.
2   3 p.m.   Santa Claus at 

Santaland.
3   4:30 p.m.   Santa visits 

stores on Torrance hlvd., as far 
out as Madrid.

7:30 p.m. Santa Claus visits 
Hillside school.

Friday, December 16
9 -10:30 a.m. - Santa visits 

Fern ave. school.
10:45-1:45 Santa visits 

Crenshaw school cafeteria.
2-2:30 p.m. Santa visits 

Howard Wood school.
3   3:45 p.m. - Santa visits 

North Torrance elementary.
6 - 7 p.m. Santa is at Santa- 

land.
7-8 p.m.--Entertainment at 

Santaland (Three Arts Studio). 
8-8:30 p.m. Santa visits cub 
pack at Crenstiaw school. 

Saliird«y,. December 17
9-11:30 a.m. Santa at Stadi­ 

um Theater for Plasterers and 
Cement Masons' Union ("hrigt- 
mas meeting.

2 p.m. Entertainment at San­ 
taland (Welene Studio).

2:30-3 p.m. Santa at Santa- 
land.

3-4 p.m. Entertainment at 
Santaland (Bettis Thomas* Ac- 
cordionettes).

4-5:30 p.m.-Santa at Santa- 
(Turn to Pnjre 24)

Christmas 
Party Set 
For Walteria

The eighth annual Christmas 
party for children of Walteria 
will be held Tuesday evening. 
December 20, in Walteria park, 
starting at 6:30.

So announced Jack Brown, 
chairman of the Christmas 
party committee of the Walteria 
Businessmen's association, spon­ 
sors of the annual event.

All children will receive 
filled Christmas stockings. En­ 
tertainment will be provided 
and Santa Claus will be pres­ 
ent to interview the children.

Others on the Christmas 
committee include: Dr. Wil­ 
liam Labit, Bill Reist, Virgil 
Hancock, Loring Bigelow. Bob 
Waegner, and Herb Jackson. 
Dale Wands will act as master 
of ceremonies.

New Kiwanis 
Club Forming

A new Kiwanis club now 
forming in Walteria. will hold 
its organizational dinner meet­ 
ing Thursday, December 29, at 
Whitrow's cafe in Walteria, 
starting at 6:30 p.m.

Temporary officers include 
Joe Bellante, president, and 
Don Whann. secretary-treasurer.

suit of a boy's i 
drowning in a l.mnua crater, 
even though the crater met all 
legal requirements.

C of C to Hold :? 
Breakfast Tues.

The monthly community 
breakfast sponsored by the Tor­ 
rance Chamber of Commerce 
will be held Tuesday, Decem­ 
ber 20. at the YWCA, starting 
at 7:30.

Dr. C. Mansel Keene. man­ 
ager of the US Civil Service 
Commission in Los Angeles will 
be guest speaker.

Reservations may be made 
by calling the Chamber, FA 
8 2814. Mervin Schwab is pro- 
gram chairman.

Pressed For 
Funds? Press 
Has Answer
  Need cash for Christmas? 

There's no faster way of raising 
it than through a Torrance 
Press classified ad.

Mrs. Martha Grove, 5010 
DeLane st., needed some ready 
cash and decided to sell her Hot- 
point freezer.

She placed the following ad In 
fhe Torrance Press classified 
section:

"I had so many calls that I 
sold the freezer for cash imme­ 
diately," Mrs. Grove, who has 
just moved into this area, ex­ 
claimed.

HOTPOINT FREEZER 16 CU. ft Oh^st typ«*. KxcplliMit condition. Must ff\\ to raiso <-ash. 
FR. 9-8548

A classified ad is so Inex­ 
pensive, yet it pays terrific 
dividends. Place your ad now 
by calling FA. 8-2345 and a 
friendly classified girl will help 
you word your ad just right, 
keeping the number of words 
down to a minimum.

How Do Parents Feel About 
'Little Red School House? 1

"Hew do parents f**J obouf the 'f/fff* r*d school 
Aous*' plan being tried in a number of classes of Wa/-

Special Feature
for/o »/f>m*nfory school?" For fh» fh/rd In a *«rf*s of 
four articles on this experiment attempting to combine) 
fht best of the old and the best of the new in educa­ 
tion, turn to page 7.

Only 9 More Shopping Days Until Christmas!


