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Council Attempts to 
Fire Board Members

The long-slumbering building scandal issue erupted 
with new violence Tuesday night when three members of 
the City Council demanded the firing of the whole Civil 
Service Board for signing affidavits, apparently in direct.

' contradiction to the"city's stand, 
in the Smith-Dresser case.A9 ^

tlVIC
Association

City Council Considers Job Aid for  
Double Session Hi-School Students
COUNCIL
TO STUDY 

PROPOSAL
Helping high school «tu- 

dentt on half-day session 
find pail-time jobs was 
given serious consideration 
this week by several 
sources.

The swift action followed in 
the wake of an editorial appear­ 
ing In the Torrance Press last 

(%vt»ek focusing the community's 
attention on the need to »olve 
the problem of Idle Time, po- 
tont.ial source of juvenile delin­ 
quency. A community-wide at­ 
tempt to provide.Joba for 
Juniors was urged.

Council Consideration
While not definitely commit­ 

ting itself on the matter at th> 
'me, the City Council nlarim 1

. consider » chy 
H am whereby t..^,.. '

>ungsters could work part-
me on community projects.
Mayor Nick Drale appeared 

f ilte in favor of the idea. Other
ambers of the Council did not
idicate their leanings at this 
ime.
The Idea waa urged by Mrs.

Herma Tillim who, together
with the Torrance Coordinating
Council, has waged an active

41 (Continued on Page 14)

HARBOR CITY

Admission, To
Variety Show

%Cans Of Food
The annual Rtar   studded 

vnriety show held at. 101 
i ling Center, 1615 W. Pacific 

i -..--it Highway will be held De­ 
cember 18 at 7:30 p.m.. with 
liie admission being two or 
more can* or packages of non- 
ji -riRhable food. The food will 
If used for Christmas baskets 
t.» be taken to 25 deserving fanv

Holies in the Harbor area.
While two cans of food Is 

minimum admission, residents 
hi'C encouraged to bring a»

* much as they wish in order to 
(Continued on Page 14)

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE ... The least of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, was 
celebrated locally last Sunday, December 12. High' 
light of the procession was a float depicting the mira­ 
cle which occurred near Mexico City in 1531. Assum­ 
ing the role of the Virgin Mary was Gloria Gutierez, 
21. of Hawthorne. Jose Rios. 14, (kneeling) of 2236 
203rd st., Torrance, appeared as Juan Diego, the 
dian convert to whom the Lady of Guadalupe ap 
peared.

Harvey's New Giant Presses
To Start Operations In '55

Giant extrusion presses, capable of "squeezing out" 
the largest extruded aluminum shapes in the world, are 
being installed in the heavy press building now under 
construction at the Harvey Aluminum plant in Torrance.

NEW LOMITA
POST OFFICE
TO BE BUILT

Construction on a new Lomita 
Post Office is scheduled to start 
immediately, according to Wil­ 
liam c. Mem.

Contract for th* job Is Mertz 
^ os. company which was 

 *rde.' »'. nn tract on a 10- 
the federal gov

.Installation of the new ext.ru- 
jsion pi-esses, which will include 
|a 12,000-ton and an 8.000-ton 
press, and Harvey's erection of 
a new press facility, comprise 
a joint participation project 
under the Air Force heavy 
press program. Construction 
is marked for completion dur­ 
ing the first quarter of the 
coming year, with production 
scheduled for mid 1955.

Walter- 
la Civic Organization was begun 
last week a? members chose 
temporary officers to help re- 
enlist and mobilize local resi­ 
dents.

Temporary officers elected at 
a patio parley held at the home 
of W. M. Crowe, 24249 Ward st. 
were Clarence T. Hoyt. chair­ 
man, W. M. Crowe. vice presi­ 
dent, Bessie Slonecker. secre­ 
tary, and Jean Hoyt, treasurer.

New and old residents are in­ 
vited to the January 4 meeting 
to be held at 8 p.m.' at the Wal- 
teria park recreation hall for 
the purpose of electing perma­ 
nent officers and mapping plans 
for civic progress, it was an­ 
nounced.

Council was Informed 
that every member of the Civil 
Service Board has signed affi­ 
davits prepared by John Mo 
Call, attorney for James Dress­ 
er and Cecil Smith, recently 
fired building inspectors, who 
are seeking reinstatement* 
claiming the firing to be un­ 
justified.

Double-Cross 
It was claimed Tuesday night

Colorful Procession Marks 
Observance of 'Our Lady of 
Guadalupe' Feast Locally

The feast of "Our Lady of Guadalupe," described as the moat important Cath­ 
olic religious holiday obBerved by the Spaniel-speaking population of the Americas, 
was celebrated locally with an impressive religious procession and a colorful fiesta 
Sunday, December 12.

The 2 o'clock procession 
wound from Columbia Steel on 
Arlington up <o 203rci street to 
St. Joseph's church.

The day. as described In "Our 
Sunday Visitor." National Cath­ 
olic weekly, commemorates a 
great miracle which occurred 
December 9, 1531, a few miles 
northeast of Mexico City. 

Virgin Mary Appear*
On that day the Virgin Mary 

appeared to an Indian convert,
Juan Diego.

When Juan told the Bi.shop of 
Mexico City of thin visit he was 
not believed. Later, as a sign 
for the incredulous bishop, the 
Blessed Virgin told Juan to go 
gather roses from some rocks 
nearby.

Knowing that it: wan neither 
the place nor the season for 
roses but obedient to .Mary's 
command, the Indian went and 
found the flowers.

The Virgin rearranged them 
for him. and; telling him not to

FRANK H. HIGGINS. Assistant Secretary of 
th« Army, (center) inspect* the facilities of Har­ 
vey Aluminum and Harvey Machine Co., Inc., 
Torrance, California, during the course of « 
tour of the Army's guided missile industry in

the Southland. Accompanying Secretary Hlg- 
gins are his aide, Lt. Col. William R. Camp- 
bell; Leo M. Harvey, chairman of the board; 
and (rear) Lt. Col. J. E. Johnston, District Chief 
of the Los Angeles Ordnance District.

expose them or touch them, 
sent him to the bishop.

In the bishop's presence Juan 
unfolded his cloak to show the
requested sign. He let the 
roses fall from his cloak and 
as he did so was ama/ed to nee 
the bishop and the others pres­ 
ent kneel before him. 

Miracle
Upon Juari Diego'* poor cloak 

they then saw what, generations 
of pilgrims have seen since, a 
beautiful picture of the Virgin 
Mnry exactly as she had been 
described in his first report to 
the bishop.

Highlight of the Torrance 
procession was a magnificent 
religious float depicting the 
scene between Juan Diego and 
the Virgin Mary. While the 
procession has been held an­ 
nually here, this marked the 
first time that a float was used. 

Charming Giitlerrex, 21, of 
Hawthorn*', wearing a fuchsia- 
colored dress with floral de­ 
al Ifn and a dark-green cloak 
piiiM'i nated with gold Mam, 
appeared In the role of Our 
l^Mly of (itiadalufw. Kneeling 
before her with bin cloak 
ftprend out contain!nj? the red 
rone* wan Jose Kios, 14, of 
223B 208ril M reel. Jo*e, dre»»ed 
in typical Indian costume, 
N.vmboli7>cil .hum IMejfo, cen­ 
tral figure of tlie miracle. 
Four young children appear­ 

ing as angels composed the rest 
of the group.

The beautifully decorated 
float carried out the setting in 
which the miracle occurred, 
flowers, rocks, and cacti dotting 
the landscape.

Festivities began with A high 
mass said by Father Robert 
Gara at St. Joseph's church at

(Continued on Pajfe 14)

Mertz said the building will 
be constructed near Narbonne 
Av«. on Lomita Blvd.. opposite 
the present post office building.

The building should be ready 
for occupancy in six months, 
Mertz said.

Sen. Thomas Kuchel accepted 
the Mertz Bros, bid for the proj­ 
ect and wired agreement to the 
firm. The building will contain 
more than 4,000 square feet oi' 
floor space.

GIFTS FOR KIDS

Yule Gift 
Suggestions 
For Hospital

As
Pl'est

 very year, 
readers will

Torrance 
have a

chance to make a lot of kids 
at Harbor General Hospital 
nappy this Christmas. We have 
started to collect presents 
which will be taken to the hos­ 
pital December 24 by Santa 
Claus (appearing through the 
courtesy of the Naval Supply 
Booster's Club in San Pedro).

Gifts may be brought to the 
Torrance Press any time.

There are many little chil- 
dren who have been confined to 
the hospital for a long time 
whose Christmas will be bright- 
ened by these gifts: For In- 
stance, there's little 5-year-old 
Georgie, badly crippled, who 
hopes Santa will bring him a 
cowboy hat (19H" circumfer­ 
ence); 18-month-old Eddie, bad­ 
ly swollen, who needs cover­ 
alls artd would like to have a 
pulling toy; and 5-year-old Di­ 
ana, seriously burned some

(Continued on Page 14)

We'll Be 
Out Tuesday 
December 21

The next edition of the Tor- 
ranee Press will appear Tues­ 
day, December 21. instead of our 
regular Thursday edition.

We are coming out earlier 
next week because of the .Christ­ 
mas holiday.

Editorial deadline, therefore, 
has been moved up to Saturday 
morning, 10 a.m.

Deadline for all classified ad­ 
vertising and display advertis­
ing is 
noon.

5 p.m. Saturday after­

The facility is a major phase 
of Harvey's current overall 
expansion program and will ad­ 
join the company's existing ex- 
truMon mill. In addition to ihr

Of domestically bi; 
u pr f ? sp « tjh* nr 

(Continued on Page 11 >

ASSISTANT 
CHIEF TO 
BE CHOSEN

Promotional examinations for 
the posts of assistant chief and 
captain in the Torrance Police

little Merchant
Plan1 Used For
Press Distribution

the City Council upon recom 
mendation of the Civil Service 
Board.

The Council accepted the 
board's recommendation thai all 
police officers from the rank of 
sergeant and up will be eligible 
to take the examination for as­ 
sistant chief, provided the indi­ 
vidual has served on the local 
police force for eight years or 
more.

Qualifying 1o take the exami­ 
nation on that ba«is are five 
sergeants, three lieutenants, 
and one captain, it was dis­ 
closed.

Examination for other posts 
will also be held. No date has 
been set for the tests.

Tor ranee PTOM carrier boy* 
are in business for themselves. 
They are srlveji the newspapers, 
m delivery route, mid the oppor­ 
tunity to develop habit* of in- 
dustry and responsibility.

* ii are entitled to n *
 ry of the Toman. 

i' >u wish, \||tt* itut.v p«*> '"+' 
!<:» >,-r 'MUg^Bv 'MN I wefvieeti. 
V\ ii<q*jOTWCOT$>ft he Kerp*.

The sum you jfive him shows 
your appreciation of his care­ 
ful service and is hi* oompen- 
sat ion.

Kavh carrier 1* required to 
frive a receipt for the sum you 
give him.

The amount you give him fa 
optional. You are entitled to 
receive your copy of the Tor- 
nance Press whetimr you pay 
or not and regardless of how 
much you pay. However, boy* 
are not to be paid unless they 
Rive the proper Torranoe Pro** 
receipt.

Santa Claus To 
Appear Here 
December 21-23

Santa Claus will b« passing 
out lollipops in downtown Tor­ 
rance, December 21 through 23, 
according to Dale Isenberg of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
Santa appears through the 
courtesy of the Boosters Club, 
San Pedro Naval Supply Depot.

*/ f y.o^icials that the affi- 
davlts s»gn«l °y the board are- 
prejudicial to the ctiy's position 
and that the board never asked 
the legal opinion of the city at­ 
torney before signing the docu­ 
ments. The affidavits are said 
to favor the Dresser-Smith side 
without adequately presenting 
the city's case.

While Councllmen Albert 
Isen, Willys Blount, and Mervin 
Schwab, upon Isen's recom­ 
mendation, voted to fire the 
whole Civil Service Board, there 
was some question as to the/ 
legality of their action.

City Attorney James Hall was 
asked to render an opinion on 
what constitutes removal of 
the Civil Service Board.

It was felt that a 4 5 vote 
was necessary to remove th« 
civil service board. Mayor Nick 
Drale and Councilman Victor 
Benstead opposed the firing of 
the board*

At Odds
The Civil Service Board and 

(he City Council have been at 
odds over the Dresser-Smith 
isMie ever since the hearings 
were held to determine the in­ 
spectors' responsibility for faul­ 
ty home construction in certain 
North Torrance tracts.

"*u;v the Aboard recommended
try suspension of the

xv\<» ntpectors, the City Coun-
'(Continued on Pas* ft)

CONFESSIONS 
OF A 2-WHEEL 
TRAILER ...'

If trailers could talk, this is 
the testimonial the Torrance 
Press would receive this week:

"I am a two-wheel trailer with 
a spare tire. I belong to Arthur 
Chmielewski of 20906 So. Den- 
ker. When the Chmielewskis 
didn't: want me any longer they 
put me up for sale they asked 
$25 for me.

"My story appeared in Hie 
Torrance Press classified sec­ 
tion. It read as follows:

FOP SALE -- 2^wTi(>«4 trailer 
with spar* tir*. $25.

Ph. FA 8-4430

T found a new home and I 
am useful again. All I can say 
is, there's nothing like the Tor­ 
rance Press for getting RE­ 
SULTS! Call FA. 8-2345 and let 
a friendly Torrance Press clas­ 
sified sales girl help you as sh* 
helped me."

JUNGLE TRAIL Plaxa del Amo, between
Border and Western aves., still looks like a 
jungle. Some fime ago City Manager Gtorge 
Stevent announced that plans would ba madt 
for widaning and paving the boulevard as has

been dona with other sections of it. So far 
nothing has baan done, it appears. Residents 
in tha araa object to the unsightly scana and 
want it claanad UD.

8 More Shopping Days Until Christmas


