
YOU M COURT
TORRANCE PRESS

^^HBMBH^Hi^^BBMSMBHBBBiHBSM^B^BlBMBMBBBlHMMM^MH^MaHBi^^^HM^HHBi^B^BiKMMMVMBBa^MiM^a^^MMM^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^—" - •• ' ••-'»•' ———————•——————————————————————————————————— ————————

Conveniently Located at 1406 Cravens Avenue   Phone FAirfax 8-2345

Member of
the Controlled

< imitation
\vspn per* of
America

100,000
READERS

VOLUME VI THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1954   TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 119 Number 12

Savage
'FIND DOG', 

. PARENTS 
PLEAD

Three-year-old Billy Britt 
of 2116 Gramercy ave. is re­ 
ceiving a series of 14 painful 
daily Pasteur shots. He 
must undergo this agonizing 
treatment because the vici- 

ff ous dog which bit a deep 
gash into Billy's lip cannot 
be placed under observation 
and has eluded every at­ 
tempt at capture.

Immediate Treatment 
Billy was bitten by the dog 

Sunday afternoon at 209 West 
214th street, Torrance. Because 
of the bite's proximity to the 
brain, doctors immediately be- 

gj gan a series of Pasteur treat- 
^ ments. These treatments are 

the only safeguard against 
rabies which are always fatal. 

The injection* muNt be ap­ 
plied to the sensitive abdomi­ 
nal region. Billy haw been 
suffering from severe abdomi­ 
nal pain* and cramp*, the 

(Continued on Page 4)

^Redondo 
Annexation 
Sly Move

The city of Redondo Beach 
pulled a neat stunt in all quiet­ 
ness last week when it annexed 
some unincorporated territory 
in the El Nido district but con- 

^ tinued to let the Torrance uni­ 
fied school district foot the edu­ 
cational bill.

The Torrance school district 
found itself holding the bag be­ 
cause the Redondo city council 
took advantage of a state law 
which says that it Is up to a 
city as to what to do with the 
school district.

The area involved consists of
80 acres bounded by Ingle wood

^•avenue, 190th street, 182nd
street, the Santa Fe railway

(Continued on Page 4)

Bites Boy's Face

—Prrun Phnto
BITTEN ... Little 3-year-old Billy Britt was bitten on the lip by a 
vicious dog at 209 West 214th street, Torrance. Since the dog 
has not been caught, Billy 'has been subjected to a series of pain* 
ful Pasteur treatments, .the parents have asked for help in locat­ 
ing the dog.

FAIR QUEEN CONTESTANTS 
TO START TICKET SALES

Tickets will be issued in the race for title of queen of 
:he Torrance community fair, Monday night, June 28, at 
;he Torrance Chamber of Commerce. rt. Representatives from each of*———————————————————
he participating organizations 

and their candidates will be pre­ 
sent and rules will be explained. 

Bob Owens, general chairman 
or the queen contest announced 
oday that 10 service organlza- 
ions have already entered the 
jontest.

The Torrance community fair 
.viJJ be held at Torrance boule­ 
vard and Maple avenue August 
1 to 15, and will feature enter- 
ainment for the entire family. 

Commercial and Industrial ex-

ABANDONED!

Phnln
THIS IS ONE of numerous abandoned oil derricks dotting th« 
Torrance landscape. The city has no proper law to enforce re­ 
moval of these derricks. The above is owned by the Woolntr 
Oil Co. and is located at 229th it. and Pannsylvania av».

hibits, queen contest, nightly 
entertainment, hobby and home­ 
craft show, pie and cake baking 
contest and special kids' day.

City Needs
Derrick
Ordinance

Abandoned oil d e r r i c k s 
which serve no useful pur­ 
pose and clutter up the Tor­ 
rance landscape continue to 
stand because Torrance has 
no adequate laws to deal 
with the situation.

The last survey of the Tor­ 
rance oil field indicated that 
there we.me about 39 abandoned 
wells. This survey was made 
over a year ago. It covered the 
area from Crenshaw to Western 
«ves. and from Sepulveda blvd. 
to the Torrance boundary.

A few, simple legal provisions 
could easily remedy this condi­ 
tion, it was learned.

These facts were revealed In 
a study of the situation made 
by the Torrance Press. 

Needed Provision*
Three provisions could elimi­ 

nate unsightly oil derricks 
which no longer serve a useful 
purpose:

1) An ordinance which calls 
for the removal of any derrick 
without visible means of pump­ 
ing equipment within 180 days;

2) Specific delegation of au­ 
thority; .

3) Making ihe oil well owner 
responsible for the removing of 
the derrick; If the responsible 
party cannot be determined, 
have the city assume that re­ 
sponsibility.

Idle Well*
Not all wells standing Idle are 

abandoned wells. Many wells 
are pumped from time to time 
only, with a time-period of a few 
days to a few months elapsing 
sometimes between pumplngs.

It is difficult to legislate 
against such wells, It was 
learned. But legislation against 
actually abandoned wells Is both 
possible and desirable, It was 
found.

RESIDENTS EXPRESS IDEAS 
ON PARKING METER ISSUE

Arguments for and against parking meters were 
voiced aka special hearing before the city council Tuesday 
night. No date has been set for formal action on the 
matter.

Paul Loranger of 1448 Post 
avenue read a detailed report 
explaining the need of solving 
the parking problem and why 
parking meters were the 
answer.

Parking, to begin with, was 
definitely a problem, Loranger
stated.

He pointed out that the only 
cost to the taxpayer was the 
penny parking fee they would 
have to pay and compared this 
nominal cost with the exor­ 
bitant cost of parking facilities 
in downtown Los Angeles. 

Cost
He established that the cos! 

of off-street parking would be 
borne by the businessmen them­ 
selves and not by the residential 
property owners. This would 
be done through an assessment 
district.

% 'A11 other cities have taken 
(Continued on Page 4)

Late 
News!

COUNCIL 
BRIEFS

HOSPITAL COMPROMISE:
The Torrance Hospital associa­ 
tion offered a compromise solu­ 
tion to the city council and Na­ 
tivity Catholic church. Not will- 
Ing to buy the First Christian 
church building because it was 
inadequate, the association of­ 
fered to modify its original re­ 
quest. The new hospital wings 
will only come out as far as 
the church buildings on either 
side, instead of farther as origi­ 
nally intended. Sound-proofing 
will be provided. The plan was 
acceptable to all parties. 

NE.W PLANNER: Bert Lynn

IN DECENT EXPOM
William Truaif, 32, of 2602 v\ i . . 
179th street pleaded guilty to 
two counts of indecent expos­ 
ure In the South Bay municipal 
court, last week. He will be sen­ 
tenced July 22. Truair was giv­ 
en three ycr—' [rohation on a 
similar charge in 1951.

GRAND THEFT: Detective 
Captain Ernie Ashton has left 
for Portland t» extradite Paul 
S. Franks, alleged accomplice in 
the $30,000 robbery of the Na­ 
tional Supply company" Em­ 
ployees' Credit Union over a 
year ago. Franks was captured 
in Portland in recent weeks. 
Two other accomplices have 
been convicted.

PROTESTS DEMOTION: 
Milton Langum has asked for a 
civil service board hearing of 
his recent demotion from en­ 
gineer to fireman in the Tor­ 
rance fire department. It is 
claimed that the demotion was 
unjust and discriminatory. A 
hearing date is to be set soon.

MORE HOMES: Approval for 
the construction of 508 more 

(Continued on Page 18)

commission to fill the unexpired 
term of R. J. Deininger. Dein- 
inger resigned because of ill 
health.

BUDGET HEARING: The 
city council will meet, with City 
Manager George Stevens tp- 
night at 8 p.m. to talk over the 

: inadget, which 
i. is the hip

yet, with a general fund over 
$1,500,000.

GAS REVENUE: The city 
will receive an estimated $131,- 
150 gas revenue from the state. 
The money, plus a hold-over 
fund of $30,000. willl be used 
for road improvements. In­ 
cluded is the improvement of 
Torrance boulevard from Ma- 
drona to Crenshaw; Crenshaw 
between Sepulveda and Carson; 
traffic signal at Sepulveda and 
Hawthorne.

WATER DISTRICT. Imme 
diate steps are to be taken to 
annex rlington Plaza home- 
owners ,to the Torrance mu­ 
nicipal water district. The 
area is now being serviced by 
Moneta water district.

STAMP MACHINE: The 
city clerk's office will obtain an 
automatic stamp machine for 
metering mail upon the recom­ 
mendation of, City Clerk A. H. 
Bartlett.

DRIVING RANGE: Two re­ 
quests have been submitted to

2ND WINNER ANNOUNCED 
IN PRESS PHOTO CONTEST

Councilmen 
And City 
To Be Sued

"The city and the city 
councilmen individually can 
get ready for a unanimous 
law suitr Henry Griswold, 
owner of the Ambassador 
Construction Co. vowed as 
he stomped out of the coun­ 
cil chamber Tuesday night.

The city found itself in a jam 
over the legality of a $100 park 
and recreation fee per gross 
acre enacted into law a little 
over a year ago. The present 
hangover Is a legacy bequeathed 
to the city by former Mayor 
Marvin M. Schwab's administra­ 
tion which ram-rodded the ord­ 
inance into law.

The Torrance Prats opposed 
the bill at that time Iwauae 
of hidden recreational costs 
which were to be Shouldered 
by Torrance taxpayers. Then 
Councilman Nick Drale and 
Victor Benstead opposed the 
measure as did many civic 
leaden* on the same grounds 
and because, of the bill's dis­ 
criminatory nature. 
Griswold has questioned the '~"- i; 'v of the ordinance * T

"d a refund of $. 
JMIII under protest as a pay- 
ment for park and playground 
purposes.

Supreme Court 
The city refused to refund the 

money, but City Attorney James 
Hall admitted the questionable 
nature of the ordinance. He 
recommended to the city that 
the matter be taken to the su­ 
preme court of California. 

, The lower courts might not 
uphold the legality of the park 
fee, Hall said. He felt the city's 
best chance to have the ord­ 
inance upheld was to take it all 
the way up to ' the supreme 
court. He did not explain why 
he felt this way.

Ordinance
The park and recreation fee 

ordinance was enacted by a 3-2 
vote a year ago. It was favored 
by Mayor Marvin M. Schwab 
and Councilmen <Willys G. 
Blount and Harvey Spelman. 
Councilmen Nick Drale and 
Victor Benstead opposed it.

The ordinance calls for a $100 
fee to be levied per gross acre 
on new tracts of four or more 
new homes.

EDITORIAL

THERE IS AN ANSWER
Torrance High School will go on half-day sessions in the fall, 

according to a recent ruling of the Board of Education.
The Torrance Press last week pointed out one way of avoid­ 

ing this highly undesirable trend.
There are additional measures which we feel the Board 

should adopt to cope with the menace of half-day sessions.
Here is a plan worthy of consideration.
Instead of the present system, Torrance schools should be 

converted to a quarter system. This would mean the use of the 
school buildings 12 months out of the year instead of the present 
nine months. There would be three semesters per year with 
students attending school two out of the three semesters. Vaca­ 
tions would be staggered. When we consider the big investment 
involved, it is a waste to use our schools just nine months out 
of the year.

There are numerous benefits to be derived from such a plan.
We could reduce the number of new sdhool buildings needed, 

thus reducing our building costs at the same time that we are 
providing increased teaching facilities.

While there is a large population influx into this area at 
present, it is conceivable that the trend will be reversed some 
day. If we build too many schools now, we might be faced with 
a lot of empty schools at such a time.

The community would be able to cope with Juvenile problems 
much more easily, since only one-third of our youth would tw 
out of school each quarter. Now the entire student body is let 
out at one time.

Not everyone will have vacation during the summer months 
as is presently the case, but California's weather makes Vacations 
possible and desirable the year round.

Industry, no doubt, would cooperate in rotating vacations for 
its employees to correspond with children's vacations. Th« sam* 
ought to be done by the schools.

Teachers who are willing and able to teach an extra quarter 
could be given the opportunity to do so and thus help solve the 
so-called "teacher shortage" and "higher cost of living."

The quarter-system will afford better opportunities for high 
school youngsters to obtain jobs, since only one-third of them 
would be out of school at a time.

We believe that the quarter-system has great merit and de­ 
sires the consideration of the Board of Education and the com- 
munity.

We welcome an expression of ideas on this subject by our 
readers.

Summer Play 
Program Gets 
Under Way

Eight school playgrounds and 
four parks in Torrance are of- 
ferinp *» " '^ Variety of or-••- 
ize$ s id games, tra: 
'•"• •• • ,ifts and activmf.* 

drama and enter-

These facilities are being of­ 
fered free to the public under 
the supervision of experienced 
personnel, according to Harry 
B. Van Bellehem, Director of 
Recreation.

In addition to the usual sports 
activities, children will receive 
training in woodshop. ceramics, 
flower making, metal work, 
pupperty and jewelry making. 
Talent shows will be organized 
so that children can participate 
in various entertainment pro­ 
grams.

Children of school age are 
asketl to contact the director 
of the park or playground near­ 
est them.

Road Denied
A request to make the en­ 

trance to El Retiro Park into 
a road for vehicles was denied 
last, week by the planning com­ 
mission. Denial was based bn 
the danger such a road would 

V>o to children.

New Building 
Supply Center 
Breaks Ground

Ground-breaking ceremonies 
were held Monday on a $250,000 
K 'Hlders' supply center to be 

vted at 178th and Normandie 
«vrnue, Th» firm, located 'bn 
a 10-acre site? will be known as 
the Acme Plywood company and 
Saul Pick, incorporated.

Completion date has been set 
three months from now. The 
firm will make sash doors and 
frames. The front part of the 
.building will be a complete 
builders' supply center .

The firm will employ about 
100 people. The center will 
eventually provide everything 
needed for the home, it was r* 
vealed.

CRENSHAW 
UNDERPASS 
PLANNED

Plans are being made to con­ 
struct a pedestrian-vehicle un­ 
derpass beneafh Crenshaw boul- 
vard between the two sections 
of the General Petroleum refin­ 
ery which are bisected by 
Crenshaw boulevard.

This announcement eomec 
from A. E. Thompson, manager 
of the local refinery.

Emerging as second finalist in the Torrance Press an­ 
nual amateur photography contest this week is Mike 
Chambers of 1603 W. 224th St., Torrance.

Chambers' prize • winning 
photo, entitled "Grey, Gooso 
Mad! Real Mad!", was taken 
while teasing the goose with 
one- of her new-born babies 
until the goose got fighting 
mad and turned on Chambers. 

"I Just about lost a brand- 
new Argus C-4 in the process," 
Chambers explaimed. 

Firnt Prize 
A first prize of $50 in cash

Do/n What
Comes
Naturally

"Tops!"
That's what Mrs. Perry Butler 

of 22209 South Halldale avenue 
thinks about the Torrance 
Press.

She had run her car-for-sale 
ad In a number of other papers 
but the only ad that paid off 
for her was the one in Torrance 
Press.

This is the way her classified 
ad read:

FT>R RALE—'49 Ford custom club 
rrtiipr, Hr»j». * r. rtlrrrtional 
lie lit* Low mll#ftfp. Original 
owner. FA. 8-5810

"It sure li worth a few pen­ 
nies when you get dollars back 
In return," Mrs. Butler said,

Tuesday, 5 p.m. for the Thurs­ 
day edition. Fifteen little words 
for only 75 cents will get you 
heap big results.

will be awarded by the Tor­ 
rance Press when the contest 
ends. The winners of the top 
three prizes will be chosen from 
among the six finalists. Four 
more finalists will he chosen 
through Monday. July 10.

Second prize in the all-ama­ 
teur competition is a Kodak 
Due-flash F8 deluxe flash cam­ 
era outf* <$2""M. it consists 
of a camera, flash attachment, 
eight bulbs, two rolls of film, 
two batteries, and flash s/.ield. 
Second prize will be awarded 
by A-l Photo Supplies, 1312 Sar- 
tori avenue.

Third prize, consisting of $15 
worth o* either film or paper
or both will be awarded by 
Photo Arts S udlo, 1311 Post 
avenue.

TWre will bo th^op $5 cash 
(Continued on Page 4)

GREY GOOSE   MAD! REAL MAD! . . . 
That 1 * the title of the priie-winning picture of 
the week. Mike Chambers, of 1603 W. 224th

St., emerged    th* tecond finalist fcn the Torw 
ranee Press annual amateur photography eon* 
test this week.

.Abandoned Derricks Big Lot a I Headache!


