
P. 0. Drawer 127
Honnouth, Illinois

^

/ Can't Co On!' —Ends Life

TORRANCE PRESS
Conveniently Located at 1406 Cravens Avenue   Phone FAirfax 8-2345

Mpinhrr of 
the Controlled

Circulation
New»p«n«»r» of

America

100,000
READERS

VOLUME V. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1953   TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 119 NUMBER 29

Flagrant Violator

CITY SUES GRAVEL FIRM
WAN, 82, 
COMMITS 
SUICIDE

82-year-old man shot 
himself through the heart 
with an old, rusty rifle last 
Friday because his health was 
failing and he could not bear 
living any longer.

William Thornburgh, 87, of 915 
Beech Ave., was discovered on 
th« kitchen floor by his wife fol­ 
lowing a rifle report about 5:30 
pj|. Friday. When a neighbor 
amved a few minutes later, 
Thornburgh was already dead. 

Getting Feeble
Th« retired Santa Fe railroad 

telegraprapher had been con­ 
tending with ill health for a long 
period of time already. Since a 
year ago he had been getting 
feeble. He hardly ate and when­ 
ever he tried to walk he kept 
falling down. His eyesight had 
b^un to fade as well.

Thornburgh- had mentioned 
that he would kill himself sev­ 
eral times, to his wife, so that 
she did not pay much attention 
to him when he declared, Friday: 
"I won't put up with this and 
wait. Today I will shoot my­ 
self."

Those who knew him say that 
(Continued on Page 16)

Come 
To Aid of 
Navv Officer

Civic groups in San Pedro and 
fmployes will come to the de-fjm
fW

HEAP MANY MOCCASINS . . . Mr«. Jaunit* Lick.rs, Jr.," a full" 
blooded Navajo Indian, accepts th« more than 3000 pairs of shoes 
on behalf of the Navajos to whom these will go. The shoes were 
collected in a recent contest held by the Torrance Bootery. Dale 
Isenberg of the Chamber of Commerce thought of turning the 
shoes over to the Save The Children Federation.

se of Capt. Arnold Kline, com­ 
manding officer of tho Torrance 
annex of the Naval Supply Depot, 
who has been charged with ap­ 
propriating federal property and 
personnel to his own use.

This statement as well as the
news that Captain Kline has been
relieved of his command by Com­
mander W. P. Watts in order to
prepare his case were revealed
bv a navy spokesman this week.
^Ic'aptain Kline ha* vigorously
deni«Hi charges brought against

(Continued on Page 2)

Mom Made 
Glamour Queen 
On TV Show

"I never went to the high 
school reunion dances for the last 
five years because I didn't want 
to disappoint Don, my husband. 
I wanted to go but I didn't want 
him to be ashamed of me," was 
Mrs. Don Sturges's explanation 
which t-aused her to be chosen 

amour Girl" October 9 on the 
program by that name.

The young housewife, of 2270 
Linda drive still overwhelmed 
by the many presents which she

rere.ive.d as part of being "glam-, 
ori/rd," tells how she was onei 
of sixteen out of an audience of) 
HOO to be chosen to "possibly" 
^u>ear on the actual program. 
«r Almost Walked Out

So little faith did Mrs. Sturges 
have, that she and her husband 
started walking out of the studio 
almost after they arrived. Half­ 
way up the Isle the really attrac­ 
tive housewife heard her name 
called.

A few days later she was in 
formed to appear on the actual 
program. She can still hardly 

e that she won. 
one was allowed to see her 

for 24 hours while she was under 
going her "glamorization" pro­ 
cess. ' 

HiiHband Perplexed
F ler husband, who in a bus 

driver for the Torrance Unified 
(Continued on Page 8)

Navajos 
Get 3000 
'Moccasins'

More than 3000 pairs of shoes 
are on the way to the children 
of Indian Service boarding 
schools on the Navajo reserva­ 
tion.

Collected by Torrance school 
kids in a community contest, the 
shoes were turned over to Mrs. 
Juanita Lickers, Jr., a Navajo, 
and to Hank Shippey, Associate 
Director of the West Coast office 
of the Save the Children Federa­ 
tion, for use in their program of 
aid to the Navajo children.

The shoes were collected re­ 
cently as a result of a contest 
sponsored by Sol Young, owner 
of the Torrance Bootery, a branch 
of the International Shoe Com­ 
pany. By bringing in old pairs 
of shoes, local youngsters were 
given points which they could 
use towards winning a bike.

This advertising campaign 
carried on by the Torrance 

(Continued on Page 8)

POLIO
TWIN
SAFE

Little Donna Broos, 4, who was 
reported in critical condition last 
week as a result of a severe polio 
attack, was said to be out of 
danger this week.

Her twin sister, Doris, died 
last week within 24 hours of 
being struck by the dread disease.

Donna, who is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Broos, 
1001-B Sartori avenue, has begun 
Sister Kenny treatments at the 
Children's Hospital in Los 
Angeles.

She cannot walk as yet and 
her back is stiff. It will be a 
long time before she can come 
home. The extent to which a 
cure will be possible is not known 
yet, it was revealed.

OPEN HOUSE
An "open house" for two of 

the 77th Anti-aircraft Artillery 
Gun Battalion's batteries located 
on gunsites in the Los Angeles 
area is scheduled for United Na­ 
tions Day, Saturday, October 24.

3 Violations 
Charged to 
Company

Becoming impatient with 
;he evasive tactics of the Tor- 
ranee Sand and Gravel Com- 
?any, in regard to correcting 
dangerous open sumps, the
ity took legal actions against 

the company by filing three
omplaints in the South Bay 

Municipal Court Tuesday.
The sudden action arose out of 

the dissatisfactions of the City 
Council at its last meeting with 
what had been done about the 
Sand and Gravel pit hazards.

Council Act*
Councilman Willyg Blount de­ 

clared himself in favor of closing 
down the company. Councilman 
Victor Benstead moved that an
nvestigation be held to see if 
:he company Was In violation of 
Ordinance 593 (the Kathy Fiscus 
Ordinance). If so, the attorney 
should take the necessary steps 
to prosecute.

Land Use Inve«t.lff»tor George 
Powril signed complaint* 
against Charles Shenard and 
Thomas Block, Monday. I*owell 
had made repeated attempts to 
work out an agreement be- 
tween the company and the 
Pacific Hills Homeown«rs Aa« 
sociation which would be mu» 
tually agreeable.
At one time such agreement 

was reached. The company, how 
ever, was said to have submitted 
a reworded statement of the orig­ 
inal agreement to the City Coun­ 
cil. The revised agreement left 

(Continued on Page 9)

Heavy Fog, 
Car Plunges 
Down Ravine

A man was seriously injurec 
when he was forced off the roar 
into a ravine by a vehicle which 
loomed up in front of him out 
of the fog.

Thomas D. Sanford, 31-year 
old Sun Valley man, plunged ap­ 
proximately l.r)0 foot down a 
ravine with his car at tho end of 
Via Pima in Palos Verdes Sunday 
morning at 1.30 a.m., it was re 
ported.

Regaining consciousness at 6 
a.m., Sanford crawled 75 feet up 
the side of the canyon whfle 
suffering a broken leg and pelvis

Albert Julian, manager of the 
Palos Verdes stables, finally 
sighted him.

An ambulanc-p took Sanford to 
Harbor General hospital from 
where he was later transferrcr 
to the Physicians and Surgeon 
hospital in (llenrlale.

And Not A 
Grain Was 
Left...

You would think that it isn' 
hard to give something away

But it's harder than you think 
unless you do what George Palm 
did.

George Palm of 2924 Winloc 
Road had lots of dirt to giv 
away free. But whom to giv 
it to, that was the question.

Palm did the most logical an 
effective thing. He placed th 
following few words in the Toi 
ranee Press classified section:

Phot

THAT'S OUR MOM . . . Looking on in awe and admiration at 
their Mom who has been "qUmorized" are Corrine, 2, and Mike, 4. 
Mrs. Don Sturges of 22720 Linda Dr. was the recent winner on the 
Glamour Girl TV show. She asked to be glamorized because she 
didn't want her husband to be ashamed of her at an alumni re­

KRKK DIHT. 
Wultorla.

i!924 Wlnlock Komi. 
DA «-227!»

unon.

Reliable sources have it tha 
not one grain of dirt was lef 
such was the response to a Tor 
ranee Press classified ad.

Whether you want to giv 
away a fortune or Just plai 
dirt or, for that matter, Ju.« 
anything, you can't go wrong 
when you call FA 8-2345 to place 
an ad.

HOME AGAIN? . . . Mrs. Fred Schmidt and 
family, formerly of Torrance, returned here after 
eight years in the East. On arrival Thursday 
they were unable to obtain living quarters. The 
Schmidt't lived in their car overnight and Mrs. 
Schmidt cooked breakfast at the picnic grounds

in Torrance Park during the foggy early morn* 
Ing hours. Her husband had to go to work right 
away. Mrs. Schmidt and the children waited 
until he returned late at night to look around 
one* more for a place to live.

Photo

MOTHER, KIDS 
HOMELESS- 
COOK IN PARK

It was a cold, loggy morning^-
last Friday.

An A. £. Treloar the senior 
maintenance man at Torrance 
Park made his routine rounds 
during the early morning 
hours, he noticed the rather 
unusual sight of a young 
mother preparing something to 
eat for her three little children 
at one of the picnic stoves. 
A lone passerby had also wit­ 

nessed the sight.
Treloar, who could not bear to 

see the little kids out in the cold 
morning air, offered the mother

BETTER KEEP AN EYE ON 
HUBBY . . . Above is one of the 
models to appear at the Joint 
Service Clubs dinner Monday 
night modeling the new spring 
line of Rose Marie Reid crea­ 
tions.

Club Members 
To Preview 
Bathing Suits

Torrance men are getting fash­ 
ion-conscious or so it seems.

Judging from the unusual pro­ 
gram planned by the Joint Serv­ 
ice Clubs of Torrance for their 
semi-annual dinner meeting to 
be held Monday night, October 
26 at 7 p.m. at the Richard Alan 
Hall on Carson near Cravens, 
the men of this city are starting 
to become vitally concerned about

Local Man 
Dies In 
Jet Crash

Three Torrance children were 
orphaned this week when their 
father was killed Tuesday after­ 
noon in a jet-crash five miles 
northeast of Edwards Air Force 
Base.

Flight Engineer Jack M. Col- 
lingworth, 29, of 4022 West 176th 
place was killed when an Air 
l-'on-r F89 
. 11:''   ' '   |   tor plii
Pilot Walter^T. Jones, :»j, oi Lan­ 
caster* were testing crashed.

Surviving the civilian flight 
t<'st aviator are his wife. Sarah, 
and his three children: Jack, 
Jr., f>; Jill, 3; and M el In da. 20 
months. Parents of the flight 
engineer, Speed Collingworth 
and Mrs. Fanny Maekey are 
living In Indiana. 
The flight engineer had come 

to Torrance one year ago. He 
has been working for Northrop 
Aircraft in Complon since June 
of 1050.

The family has no relatives in 
this area. Mrs. Collingworth will

the use of a nearby cabin in 
which, the kids could warm them­ 
selves.

Jiiat Returned
Mrs. Fred Schmidt told a Tor­ 

rance Press reporter alerted to 
the situation that she and her 
husband had just returned to 
Torrance the day before after 
having been away from here for 
eight years. During that time 
they had lived in New York.

The mother stated that her 
husband had gone to find work 
right away as soon as they ar­ 
rived. He was given a job as 
a machinist.

They needed a place to stay 
but she would not be able to go 
around looking for one till her 
husband returned that night with 
the car. She was hoping to find 
any place lor the time being.

The Schmidt's had lived in their 
car overnight.

The reporter made another trip 
to the park during lunch time. 
Mrs. Schmidt. her children, 
Bobby, 6, Dicky, 4, and Maureen.

MARINE
WC

FOR THEFT
A 19-year-old AWOL marine. 

>vho was involved in a $50 rob­ 
bery of the local Skipper Inn, was 
arrested this week in Morrison,

go East 
be held.

where the funeral is

ROSE MARIE REID 
... to speak.

the type of swim suit the "little 
woman" should wear next spring.

Nine Men 
Implicated 
In Robbery

Nine air corps men, ranging 
from private first class to mas­ 
ter sergeant and from 19 to 26 
years in age, are being held in 
Bakersficld this week for a 
series of robberies up and down 
the coast, including one in Wal­ 
teria most likely, according to 
Detective Captain Ernie Ashtqn. 

Local Drug Store
The nine men are ready to ad 

mit everything. A burglary of 
the Walteria Drug store may pos­ 
sibly be linked with the activities 
of the group. The airmen admit 
traveling Highway 101 and com 
mit ting several burglaries in the 
Los Angeles area, including three 
which wore never even reported

If they committed the Walteria 
burglary, they are willing to ad 
mit it. At present they were not 
sure as to the drug store's loca 
tion.

Similar rattrrn
The Walteria robbery followec 

a similar pattern used by the 
group in their other "jobs." En- 

(Continued on Page 2)

C. V. JONES WILL 
ATTEND CONVENTION

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ver Jones 
will attend the annual conven­ 
tion of the California Junior Col­ 
lege Association which will be 
held at Yosemite October 28-30. 
Jones is a member of the El

vas taken into custody this week 
ror forgery and robbery, accord- 
ng to Detective Sergeant Percy 
Bennett.

The robbery of the Skipper Inn, 
18930 Hawthorne Blvd., occurred 
September 27. The Inn was held 
up with a rifle. Schule was iden- 
ifled by a picture.
The youth is AWOL from 

:amp Pendleton and supposedly 
addicted to narcotics.

2, were having lunch at one of
the picnic-tables.

Efforts Made
The reporter informed th« 

mother that efforts were being 
made to obtain housing for her

i! ' i  Mil

llinois. 
Pfc. Donald Earl Schule, 10.

had offered to pay the initial rent 
for the family on anything she 
or anyone else found. She was 
left a telephone number to call 
in case she and her husband" had 
found an apartment. 

The call was never made. 
There were no early-morning 

visitors in Torrance Park the 
following day.

There wa* no trace of tho 
Schmidt's, but a strong hope 
was felt by all Involved in this 
little drama that this returning 
Torrance family had found 
shelter again.

More P.O. 
Complaints 
Voiced

As complaints of inefficiency 
j oi management of Tor- 

ranfcft post office affairs -^n- 
tinued to mount this week, word 
from official sources indicated 
that the Post Office Department 
has taken full cognizance of the 
situation, and that a full-scale 
investigation is in the offing.

The office of Senator Kuchel 
announced that all complaints 
involving the Torrance post office

the Post Office Department and 
that action should be expected 
from that office.

Recently, Assistant Postmaster 
General N. R. Abrams revealed 
that a full-scale investigation of 
the Torrance office had been 
ordered.

New Complaints
Meanwhile, complaints leveled 

^gainst the local post offico i»« 
(Continued on Page 2)

PLAN 11,000 HOMES 
FOR PALOS VERDES

The Great Lakes Carbon Corporation gave a detailed 
account this week of its plans for the Palos Verdes area Jn 
answer to protests over a talcum powder plant raised last 
week by residents of the Harbor district communities of 
Rolling Hills, Palos Verdes Estates, Portuguese Bend, Lo- 
mita, and Torrance.

Plans for development of a new city of 60,000 or 70,000 
population within the next 10 years were made public this 
week by the Great Lakes Carbon Corp., producer of carbon 
products and diatomaceous earth.

Constniction of 11,000 homesites in the

Featured on the program is'Camino College board of direc- 
Rose Marie Reid. the noted de-jtors. The convention will be at- 
signer of bathing suits, and hprj, on(lod by presidents or directors 
group of models who will demon- of Hl | lhr j un |or colleges in the

(Continued on 1'age 9) state.

in tne panoramic 
Palos Verdes Hills section and development of shopping- cen­ 
ters, schools, parks, and all the business and commercial ad­ 
juncts of a city will be undertaken, officials of the corpora- 
ti9n said at a press conference, as a part of the proper ex­ 
ploitation of a now find of diatomaceous earth on 165 acres 
in the heart of the peninsula.

Must Buy Whole Tract

While the corporation has options on the 165-acre 
quarry site, it cannot acquire this property without also 
buying the remainder of a 6800-acre tract surrounding the 
quarry and now owned by the Palos Verdes Corp.

Tho Great Lakes concern feels it must develop the 
entire acreage to properly exploit the entire undertaking 
over a period of 25 to 30 years, the estimated life of the 
quarry, according to D. L* Marlett, vice-president of the 
company's operations in California.

Scope of Investment

Marlett said tho project envisions an investment of 
several hundred million dollars in the next five to 10 years 
and an initial expenditure of more than $6,000,000 to bring 
in water, electric power, sewors and roads.

The company in 1944 bought a diatomaceous earth 
quarry and processing plant at Walteria, on the north side 
of the Palos Verdos peninsula, but this quarry is nearly 
mined out and raw material now must be sought from tho 
newly-discovered quarry near tho top of the Palos Verdes 
hills, Marlett explained*

(Tontinued on Page 2)

Bathing Suit Models To Entertain Service Clubs


