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New Director, Van Bellehem, 
Outlines Recreation Plan
Expresses Belief in 
School Cooperation

Harry Van Bellehcm, the new recreation director for 
Torrance, said that he believes in cooperation with the 
schools and that he will look into the matter of using 
school facilities as part of the new recreation program 

he hag in mind for this city.

MONEY
TROUBLE
 SUICIDE

"I am even willing to take a 
hack-Heat If that will get 11* a 
better recreational program. I 
don't rare who taken the credit. 
I don't want, It for myself, if 
the community can be helped 
through this," he said.

People-Minded
"You see," Van Bellehem con­ 

tinued quietly but with conviction, 
me people are political-minded, 

are power-minded, but. I like 
to think that I am people-minded, explanation

Financial difficulties Is the only 
Mrs. Kathnne Strip-

There ure all sorts of things that; lin nftd ln accounting ̂ f or her hus-

pcople say recreation is. I believe 
that it is a service. Those of uft 
who deal with recreation should 
think of it as such."

The new recreation head who 
started his duties as of Saturday 
August 1, said that he hopes to 
get an active recreational program 
started by bringing recreation 
csose to the different areas in this 
city and adjusting it to the needs 
and facilities of those areas.

One of the greatewt drftlre* of 
people, he declared, In to serve 
others, and he feels that by or- 
gani/ing recreation efficiently at 
thrne local level* he, will find In­ 
dividuals who will be, pleaned to 
help organfxe a sound recrea­ 
tional program.

Decentralization
The administrative method which 

he has in mind is a decentralized, 
rather than a centralized one. By 
keeping tne program decentralized, 
he explained, it is possible for him 
to keep in touch with the agtual 
needs of different parts of the 
community. When a program be­ 
comes centralized, there Is the ten­ 
dency to crave power, to dictate 
a blanket-policy from inside an 

'fice, and to lone touch with in- 
vidual needs, the .director stated. 
Van Bellehem, wiio lives at 2071 

W. 162nd st. and who has lived 
In Torrance since 1938, Haid that 
he would meet with various groups 
and individuals within the next few 
weeks to talk over the situation. 

(Continued off Page 4)

band's aulcide.
John E. Striplin, 47, of 5429 Lin­ 

da Dr. was found deafl in his car 
by his wife yesterday morning, 
the victim of carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

Mrs. Striplin said that her hus­ 
band, an electric engineer, had ar­ 
rived home from work Tuesday 
night. He did not eat anything 
but had taken several drinks   
whiskey and beer.

There was an argument over 
(Continued on Page 5)

Board Members

ASK LEGION 
TO SUBMIT 
NAME LIST

Judge John Shiriler. president of; 
the Board of Education, told rep­ 
resentatives of the American le­ 
gion that they could submit a listj 
of suggested school-names and 
that the Board "will givs it con­ 
sideration."

Heading a representation from 
the American Legion, Vein Coil, 
service officer, asked that the 
Torrance School District revise, its 
school-naming policy In part by 
naming an occasional school orjager George Stevcns and Mayor 

(Continued on Page ft) JMervin Schwab.

TIIOSK WHO WILL HELP Harry Van Bellehem (seated). new Torrance recreational director. In carry­ 
ing out the new program are (from left to right): Ml«* Doris AvU, director of special activities and of 
the Alondra swim program; Elmer "Red" Moon, city athletic director; Harry Van Bellehem; and Dale 
Rlley, maintenance superintendent.

County Supervisor Burton K. 
Chace "dropped in" on Torrance 
this week, Monday, for an informal 
visit.

William Tolson, local realtor and 
member of the Board of Educa­ 
tion, introduced the Supervisor to 
local officials, including City Man-

LOCAL CITY EMPLOYEES

A PICT I RK ABOI T A PIC TURK . . . "Punch 
and Trudy", one of a aerie* of 18 TV films, Involves 
the Torraiw* fire department. The, picture was 
completed recently by Riviera Production*. The 
whole Merle* deal* with the modern-day adventure* 
of Punch and Judy, Ifl and fl yewr* old, Teapot Ive- 
fe. S^-ven more picture* must he made before th* 
series will be shown on TV. Seen la this picture

are, from left to right: Captain I^onard ChriHtlan, 
Tommy Lee Brannon, Hreman f*arry Sehnelder, 
Engineer Bill Slntieeker (In the cab), Battalion 
Chief Neil Whltney, Patty /en*, .InAnn //ens, Fire­ 
man Sam Martin, Arthur Van HooHear, Ronald 
RamnM, Robert, Brannon, Harry >!"«««, (reflector), 
and Will Zens (owner and cameraman).

A request will shortly be made 
of the City Council to take, a vote 
among city employees whether 
they wish to withdraw from the 
State, retirement system or not.

Such a poll, which IK being 
requested by the Public Em­ 
ployees Local No. 1185, would

If Old Car 
Were Dodo, 
Then . . .

It's strange, the sort of problems 
people have.

Home worry about making a 
living; some worry about paying 
bills; and some worry about what 
to worry over.

But Mrs. C. J. Dean, of 22615 
Suzanna, Just worried about how 
Hhe could ever sell a common old 
automobile.

If she had had a unicorn, or a 
hobgoblin, or a dodo, or a chimera, 
or even just a silly old sea serpent, 
why, she. would have been swamp­ 
ed with calls from all over the 
world and she could have asked 
any price.

If only the object which she had 
for sale ha»ln't been so common.

Ro what did she do? She simply 
rid herself of the worry by plac­ 
ing the following 7flr ad in th,e 
Torrance Press Classified section.

HALE 1946 WlUyi HUtkm 
Wagon. Body klnt. N«Kl§ InwrU. 

. WMB».
Wagon. 
$380.

The response couldn't have been 
swifter or more gratifying if the 
car had been a dodo.

If the object won't sell Itself, 
why not 1st %ui Mil it for you?

Beauty to Help 
Choose Queen

Torrance will dazzle with loveliness when, in addition 
to the 24 local lovelies who have entered the "Miss Tor­ 
rance" contest, lovely Myrna Rae Hansen, 18, Miss U.S.A., 
will come to Torrance for the queen-judging Tuesday night, 
August 18, according to W. E. Bowen, president of the 
sponsoring Torrance Area Youth Band.

Miss Hansen. who was a close 
runner-up for the title of Miss 
Universe in the recent contest held
at Long Beach, needs no other 
qualifications to comment on any

Include only the MUrHlanenuft 
Employers, which moan* that 
police, and firemen would be ex­ 
cluded, according to City Man­ 
ager George Sloven*.
Once the State retirement sys­ 

tem has been, voted upon favor­ 
ably by the employees, it is com­ 
pulsory that every employee join 
it. /

Torrance employees some time 
ago voted for the retirement sys­ 
tem and are now under it.

Mixed Feelings
Stevens said that the State re­ 

tirement plan offers many bene­ 
fits, but that there are mixed feel­ 
ings among city employees 'con­ 
cerning the system. Some favor it 
because it is a forced Havings plan; 
offers higher retirement pay than 
any other plan (for example, so­ 
cial security); and permits the 
individual to continue working full 
time and at any salary he want* 
to when he becomes eligible for 
his full retirement pay.

On the other hand the major 
objection from employees has 
come because of the considerable 
cost involved In this retirement 
plan. The periodic payments are 
quite high.

Of the city employe**, fire­ 
men and policemen hav* been 
very much In favor of the. plan, 
Stevrna maid.

All or Nothing
Tt, is not possible for some em­ 

ployees to join the retirement 
system and others not. The matter 
!  one of all or nothing at all.

MoHnl Herarlty
There is little possibility that 

city employees could join the fed­ 
eral social security program, 
SUvens said. Burn are the regu- 

(Continued on Page 4)

PROPOSE
BEACH
REMEDY

Steps are being taken to rem­ 
edy the Torrance Beach scandal 
brought to the attention of the 
city last week by concerned fesi 
dents living near Via Riviera and 
De La Playa, the focal point of 
the trouble.

Policing
Police.Chief John Stroh stated 

that he will ask the City Council 
to pass an ordinance Similar to 
those applying- to other beaches 
which will make It unlawful to 
park on the beach after a certain 
timo at might. He will also hav< 
his men patrol the arm.

When * citizen's complaint was 
first registered with the City Coun­ 
cil last week, there wa« some con­ 
fusion as to jurisdiction over Tor­ 
rance Beach. Since the beach is 
county-operated, U was thought 
that any commotion there would 
be county responsibility.

City Responsibility
Captain Fred England, of the 

Lennox Sheriff's Station, explained 
that as long as an area Is part of 
an incorporated territory, anything 
which goes on in that area Is that 
city's responsibility regardless of 
who else is operating In that area.

A check by city officials re­ 
vealed that the territory was part 
of the incorporated territory of 
Torrance.

Police Chief John Stroh and 
Captain Fred England both de­ 
clared that the t,wo departments 
have always worked in close har­ 
mony and were ready to cooper­ 
ate with each other at all times. 
The two officials showed great re­ 
spect for each other.

Residents in the area have "com­ 
plained of being terrorized and 
abused by gangs of adolescents 
and young adults who have used 
the beach area for riotous living, 
brawls, and orgies especially on 
week-end nights.

Myrna Hansen, Miss I'SA and 
second to Miss France, winner 
of the Miss I'Diverse Content in 
Long Beach, will attend the 
crowning of Miss Torrance In 
the Civic Auditorium on Tues­ 
day night, August 18. Miss 
I'SA will act a» one of the 
judges and assist Shirley Unite, 
Miss Torrance of 1962, in crown­ 
ing the new queen.

Other judges include Oscar 
Meinhardt. executive producer of 
the Miss I'nlverse Pageant; Bar­ 
bara. Blake ley, beauty consultant 
to the Mis* I niverwe Pageant, 
and Paul Masterson, Interna­ 
tional Disc Jockey. Mis* t SA 
is now signed to a long term 
movie contract with Universal 
International Studios in Holly­ 
wood.

beauty contest than her beautiful 
blond hair, warm, brown eyes, even 
smile, and 125 pound, ft-foot, 7- 
inch frame, 37-inch bust, 25-inch 
waist, <and 35-inch hips. 

Tickets On Sale
A total of 24. contestants en­ 

tered the contest by the time dead- 
tins was reached last Monday. 
Queen-hopefula will be seen selling 
tickets for the judging from now 
till the date of the contest. The 
program will not only include the 
selection of "Miss Torrance" but 
professional entertainment will be 
provided as well, according to 
James Van Dyck, director of the 
Torrance A*»«. Youth Bands.

Van Dyck slsb stated that Oscar 
Meinhardt. producer of the Miss 
Universe Pageant in Long Beach 
each year, had agreed to head the 
panel of judges which will select 
th« "Miss Torrance'' of 1953. 

Coronation Ball
A coronation ball will follow 

Saturday night, August 22, at Club 
Alondra on Prairie ave. just north 
of Redondo Beach blvd. Separate 
tickets will be sold for that event. 

Prizes
Prizes for the winner include an 

all expenses paid week-end trip to 
Las Vegas, via Western Air Lines, 
with accomodatkms at the famous 
Thunderbird Hotel. The free trip 
will also be free for the queen's 
chape rone.

Other prizes for the queen and 
her runners-up include a bathing 
suit, a pair of DeLiso Deb shoes, 
and an album of popular records 
contributed by local merchants. 

C<onte«tant«
All contestants are unmarried 

and between the ages of 15V& and 
30. They have a sponsor who paid 
the entrance fee of $5. The money 
goes to defray the expenses of 
staging the montest.

Contestants and their sponsors 
are as follows:

Ella Mae McLeod, 16, Gay Shop; 
Dolores PatronsHy, 16, Daniel's

MYRNA HANSEN 
Misn U.S.A. coining to Torrance

Cafe; Jo Ann Howard, 18, Safety 
Mortgage; Betty Weiler, 16, Trend 
O'Fashion; Maureen Monahan, 18, 
Currie's; Gail Thompson, 17, New- 
berry's; Jo Ann Harlan, 16, A-l 
Photo; Margaret Epefanio, 16, 
Western Auto; Sandra Lee Con­ 
stance, 16, La Galeria Florist; 
Mary Ann Notman, Lawson's Jew­ 
elers; Karen Dean, 20. Mari Lynn 
Dress Shop; Frida Kittrell, 17, 
B-R Cleaners; Aline Sparks, 18, 
Torrance Heating and Appliance; 
Ann Firlit, 16, Photo Arts; Pat 
Gaida, 17, Torrance Cycle and 
Sports Shop; Johanne Parker, 15ij. 
Cress Manor Beauty Salon; Shirley 
Lostlen, 16 (no definite sponsor 
yet); Theresa Simon. 18, Torrance 
Loan Co.; Pat Pierce, 16, Crest 

(Continued on Page 4)

Thotn
FINAL BATCH Then* are Ihe la»t contestant:, i.- i r the "Mis* Torranee" contest. Wottld-be queens 
and their sponsor* nre (kneeling, right to left and around): Pat Galdn, 17, Torrunee Cycle and Sports, 
.Shop; .lohanne Parker, 1ft' } . Crews Manor Beauty Salon; Shirley Lostlen, 18 (spon«*or not definite); Ther­ 
esa Simon, 18, Torrance 1/oan Co.; Pat Pierce, 1H, Creat Furniture; Shlrlee Salzman, 1H. Benson's Press 
Shop; Beverly Dahlln, 1R, Optimtftt Club; Ton! ForHla, 16, Torrance Flower Shop; Jsonnw, Pierce. 151»» 
Kettler Knolls Drug; Ann Leo, 16, JosJln Lumber Got.


