
A MONUMENT . . . Ben (/luff,-local dairyman and member of 
the Keystone-A valon Chamber of CVmimerce, finishes the job of 
placing a sign in front of a Keystone slough, in which three hoys 
were drowned last week, ('luff said that similar signs will he. 
placed at other path entrances around the slough by the Chamber 
as well as at, other sloughs in the area. Petitions are now being 
circulated by parents In the Keystone area asking the county to 
bring about nn Immediate solution to the problem. Supervisor 
Raymond V. Darby Is presently pushing a survey by the county 
flood control district that has as its aim the draining or filling 
of the numerous swamp areas, It was reported.

,  Torrance Press photo.

Riviera Bus Line 
'Sabotage' Seen

That little or no attempt on the part of the city to make the, 
Hollywood Riviera line of the Torrance Municipal Bus System a 
successful one,, was charged this week by Hollywood Riviera resi­ 
dent*. "Sabotage" was the cry of the group.

k Service of the line, dfcscon tin tied several months ago on • fmotion by Councilman Harvey•>——————;————————————————
gpelman, was resumed July 2.

Bus Superintendent Marshall 
Chamberlain reported that while 
no actual survey on t.h« mone­ 
tary progress of the line ha* as 
yet, been checked, h'e does not 
believe that the. people, with the 
exception of children attending 
summer sessions at the Seaside

«^ School, are using the bus any­ 
more than they were before Its 
discontinuance. '

When confronted with this 
Statement., Frank Brennan. chair­ 
man of the Hollywood Riviera, 
group, pointed out, that the new 
schedule of the bus line, which 
was not that, suggested by the 
group, has not been publicized. 
"When people don't, know when 
the bus Is run or how often it

* runs, how do you expect them 
to ride it."

He added that there is no 
«arly morning bus to take the 
workers of the area Into down­ 
town Torrance or connect, them 
with a !/>« Angeles bus, no

Babbitt Asks 
to Resign 
City Group

Received b$r the City Council 
Tuesday night was the resigna­ 
tion of Tom Rahbitt. from the 
Recreation Commission.

As Babbitt ha* servefl the city 
of Torrance for many years in 
his capacity on the city's recrea­ 
tion group, the City Council 
voted to file the letter and dis­ 
cuss the matter further at their 
agenda meeting.

In his letter, Babbitt, said that

a man or wooisn who is In closer 
contact with the youth of Tor­ 
rance, such as someone employ-

late afternoon bus to bring work- <** *t the high school.
ers home or evening bus for the
high school children who wish
to attend school activities. "If
Torranre want,* to abet, juve-
nlle delinquency by forcing high
school students to hitch hike their
way home from school, well it's
up to them."

Present schedule of the Hol­ 
lywood Riviera line is as fol­ 
lows:

Leave* Torrance: 7.30, 9:20,
d 10:40 a.m., 12:40. 3:40, 4:45 

p.m.
Leaves Hollywood Riviera: 

1:00, 9:45, and 11:10 a.m.; 1:18, 
4:15, and 5:25 p.m. 

f Brennan said that the Transpor­ 
tation Commission ignored com­ 
pletely the suggestions of the 
Hollywood Riviera group. "What 
the people up here wanted was 
aJl explained. We gave them our 
suggestions In writing, and they 
chopped it to pieces. That's not 
th* way to make- this line suc­ 
cessful."

The resumption of the line was 
(Continued on Pdf)« It)

'Bullets Fail to 
Halt Youth's 
Jail Escape

A 19-year-oM youth, suspect 
\\r\ an attempted robbery of a. 
WaJterla service station, escaped 
while he was being booked early 
Monday morning, July 2.1, from 
the Torrance Police Station, de- 
sptte attempts by an officer to 
halt the youth's flight by firing 
bullets at him.

The alert is now out for Tony 
Besneros Kscohar, of 2129 W. 
303rd str«»t, who ran from the 
station as officers were taking 
ihlm to a cell.

- The youth vaulted a fo<nr-foot 
•ounter at. the front of the sta­ 
tion, ran through the door and 
into the central section of the 
eity. Pursuing him were Officers 
Ralph Walker, Joseph Miles and 
Capt. W. W. Haslam.

Walker sighted the suspect
wientartly near the civic ,audi- 

torlum nnd pumped two shots at 
him ss he durkeH behind a store

* building. When Walker had
•reached the location where the 

had been, F/scobar had

The youth had been arrested 
at his home for questioning re­ 
garding the attempted armed 
robbery of a service station at 
Hawthorne boulevard and Pacific 
Coast higHway about 11 p.m. 
Sunday. Officers were led to Es- 
eobar by an auto license number

d description given by Thomas
. Brown of 2400.r> Ocean street, 

Walteria, attendant at the sta­ 
tion.

Brown said the, bandit threat­ 
ened him with a gun, but was

ghtened off when a customer's
r entered the station.
Esrobar, for whom a state­ 

wide alarm was sounded, is des­ 
cribed a* n feet 5 inches tall, 
12?i pounds, Hsrk complexioned 
and wearing a small goatee.

Crenshaw Blvd. 
Extension Plans 
Soon Completed

Plans for the extension of 
Crenshaw boulevard here, are ex­ 
pected to be completed within 
the next two months. It was an­ 
nounced Tuesday, July 24, by 
County Road Commissioner, Sam 
R. Kennedy.

Completion of the specifica­ 
tions for extending the, thorough­ 
fare from Sepulveda boulevard 
to Pacific Coast, highway is to 
clear the way for final acquisi­ 
tion of property along the route, 
it was Indicated. Most of the 
right, of way dealings are to be 
with the City of Torrance and 
the Standard Oil Company of 
California.

Construction of this stretch is 
to be undertaken with funds to 
be budgeted for the 1952-M fls- 
ra.l year, Kennedy stat.ed, and the 
project probably will be com­ 
pleted within that period.

Meanwhile, crews of prisoners 
are working on the new right of 
way southerly of the highway In 
the Palos Verde* area. This work 
m expected to be completed at 
about, the same time as the sec­ 
tion to the north.

The City of Torrance Is wide­ 
ning Crenshaw stretches further 
north on a piecemeal basis as 
quickly as funds are available 
In municipal coffers.

When all the segments of the 
project are completed, Crenshaw 
will be a through artery, extend­ 
ing from the scenic Portuguese 
Bend area to downtown Los An- 
grles.

Officials her* view it ss ulti­ 
mately the most important artery 
within the city.

PARKING METERS ORDERED FOR 
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Schools Get $130,000 Federal Aid
MONEY TO BE USED 
TO PURCHASE SITES

That new school altes would be purchased with the $130,246 
granted to the Torrance fTnifted School District, by the Federal 
government, was Indicated this week In an Interview with Mrs. 
Grace Wrlght. vice-chairman of the Board of Education.

Dr. J. H. Hull, superintendent of schools, who was notified of
the grajit last, Friday, said thatf> 
the district will receive federal 
grants for three more years to 
come, under the, law.

Mrs. Wright said that, as the 
money is to take care of the 
excess growth of a, district, 
caused by the mobilization pro­ 
gram, it, will' have no effect, on 
the school tax rate, and will be 
used toward expansion plans. 
She added that, the population 
here has Increased .18% within 
the last, year, with only a 6% 
increase in assessed valuation.

With other nearby school dis­ 
tricts not being as fortunate in 
the sums promised by the feder­ 
al government, as Torrance, Dr.

No Contract 
for Stevens
in City Job

City Manager George W. 
Htevens cannot have a three 
ye«r contract, as It Is In vi­ 
olation of the City Charter. 
It was reveaJed Tuesday night 
by Councilman Nick I^rale, 

Hull said that all Torrance par- Rn <l ** * re.»«»-. the resolution
ents, industrial executives, teach­ 
ers, local bsnk officials, the U. 
S. Employment Service, and the 
Chamber of Commerce are to be 
fully commended and thanked 
for their cooperation in giving 
the school district, the informa­ 
tion needed in applying for this 
federal grant-in-aid..

Dr. Hull said he especially 
wished- to thank F. Lindsey, of 
the State Depa.rtment of JTduca- 
Uon for advising the school dis­ 
trict to apply for the grant- 

The money Is available under 
a public law which provides fed­ 
eral financial assistance to school 
districts for construction of new 
facilities where the impact of 
the mobilisation program has 
caused overcrowding.

fixing his annual salary at 
$11,000 per year will he altered 
to re«d that Stevens be ap­ 
pointed for an "indefinite 
term."

Drale pointed out that the 
City Charter provide** that 
"The City Manager shall be 
appointed for nn indefinite 
term and shall be removable 
at the pleasure of the dty 
Council but only upon the ad­ 
option of a resolution by the 
affirmative vote of at least a 
majority of the members of the 
City Council."

dty Attorney James Hall 
requested permission to amend 
the resolution to conform with 
the) Charter.

WI1,L WORK ANYPLACE . . . and to prove the 
point, Johnny Gerster, left, manager of Tnrver- 
sal Furniture Company, 1317 Rartori Ave., dem­ 
onstrated use of the Bendix Washer (center of 
photo) to one of his customers In the parking 
are* in front of the store. However, washing

machine or auto, Officer Harold "Zeke" Trerise 
of the. Torrance Police Department, says it's 
been parked too long and rewards Gerster with 
a parking ticket while bystanders look on. 

 Torrance Press photo.

Local Red Cross 
Makes Plea for 
Flood Relief Funds

With relief funds needed for 
the Kansas-Missouri flood re­ 
lief operation, Mrs. Don Hyde, 
chairman of I he Torrance 
branch of the lx>* Angeles 
chapter of the Red Cross, an­ 
nounced that the local chap­ 
ter Is making a drive to help 
raise part of the $182,000 Ix>s 
Angeles share. Five million dol­ 
lars was requested by Presi­ 
dent Truman for the relief 
operation.

Mrs. Hyde said that collec­ 
tion cans, identified by posters 
will be placed throughout the 
community of Torrance. She 
added that it, will be appreciat­ 
ed If I n r g e r donations are 
brought to the Torrance head­ 
quarters of the Red Cross, 
1754 Torrance boulevard, so 
that, receipts for funds may be 
given.

Armed Bandits Rob 
Business Here of $600

A local businessman was tied hand and foot, gagged, and 
robbed of about $600 by two armed bandits early Tuesday evening. 
This was the second of two robberies here within the last week, 
according to police reports.

The first hold-up was t«at of a service station at Hawthorne

Gunmen Rob 
Local Service 
Station oi $285

Robbed of $285 by two armed 
bandits about % a.m. Sunday 
morning, .July 22. was a service 
station at. Hawthorne, and Re­ 
dondo Bea.ch boulevards, accord­ 
ing to police reports.

The attendant, alone at the 
time, reported that one of the 
men threatened him with a .45- 
calibre blue steel army automatic 
pistol and forced him to scoop 
cash from the till Into a paper 
bag. The other bandit remained 
in the car, parked at the curb of 
the station.

The culprit refused small 
change which the attendant 
started to put Into the bag after 
the bills had been taken from 
the till.

12-Page Paper 
In Hongkong, 
$8.10 Month!

Residents of Hongkong pay 
$8.10 a month for their local 
newspaper, one of 12 pages, 
the same slxe as the Torrance 
Press.

A dally newspaper, the 
Hongkong Standard Is 25c an 
issue, with the .Sunday fdl- 
tlnn costing local people 40c.

Yearly rates of the Hong­ 
kong Standard Is 907.20 for 
people living In that city. Fnr 
those living in China, the pap­ 
er cnsts 910.1/1 per month: for 
foreigners, the cost Is f 1 1.60 
per month.

Redondo Beach boulevards 
Sunday at which $2R5 was 
taken.

Fred R. Ruff, who owns the 
appliance shop at DeVore Rlec- 
tric, 1R75 Carson street, said that 
the two bandits, armed with a 
.32 calibre blue sfecl automatic, 
came into his store about 6:40 
Tuesday evening, removed all the 
currency from his cash register, 
and two ( wallets from his own 

(Continued on Page It)

Korea Rumor 
'Unfounded'

Parents, wives, sisters, broth­ 
ers and friends of men in the 
578th Engineer Combat battalion 
of the 40th California National 
Guard Division, formerly sta­ 
tioned In Torrance, were alarmed 
as reports indicating that the 
unit, no\y in Japan, might he 
sent on to Korea., were rumored.

The Department, of Defense. 
However, said last Saufrday. 
that, such reports were "un­ 
founded."

About 100 Torranc.e area men 
with the 578th battalion were 

(Continued on Pa00 It)

Benner Slaps Censor 
On Fire Dept. Reports

Public record In the city of Torranoe's fire department 
Is now "censored" before being released to newspapers, according 
to an order given to all fire department captains by Fire Chief 
.1. J. Benner.

A notice, for the attention of each captain, dated July 9, IPftl. reads as follows: "There is * ————————— —————————————
to be absolutely no informationr

FIRK KKiHTKRS . , . of the Torrance fire department, are shown 
as they put Inlo us<« the 'Vwnpke edjector" at a house fire last 
Friday morning at the home of Mr. and Mrs. .lames Clarke, 2214. 
Cahrlilo Ave., Apt. A. The fire was stnrtcd accidently by Ihc 
Clarke's four-year-old child, who wa* playing with matches. It 
Is reported. Damage has not as yet been estimated. The "smoke 
edjector" equipment which the fire department has hart less than 
a year, acts like a vacuum to draw the smoke out of a burning 
area.  Torrance Press photo.

cleared through my office." This 
statement is signed by Fire Chief 
Benner.

When asked why this "censor­ 
ship" on public records has been 
established, Chief Benner re­ 
plied: "I wouldn't say that this 
is 'censorship.' It's just a matter 
of getting things straightened 
out. 1 ' 
01VI.Y TEMPORARY

He vaguely added. "It's only a 
temporary arrangement. We're 
Just trying to get certain things 
organized."

Not mentioning what the "cer­ 
tain things" were that needed 
organizing, Betiner further de­ 
nied that such ban on new* could 
be called "censorship."

It has been hinted by many 
in the fire department that, 
reason for this order on the part 
of the fire chief was due to a 
story printed recently in this 
newspaper, quoting one of the 
fire captain's as supervisor over 
the fighting of a certain fire. 
Instead of the fire chief. 
PUBLIC RECORDS

Newspapers in the area are 
indignant at this new order, as 
they emprasize that fire depart- 

(Contlnued on Png* it) .

$100 Needed 
For Operation

Mrs. J. K. Yates. a loral clerk, 
lost $100 at noon last Thursday, 
July 19. near the Bank of Ameri­ 
ca in downtown Torrance. Mrs. 
Yates, who resides at 910 Fay- 
smith st., Torrance, is in need of 
the money for an operation. A 
reward will be given for the 
return of the $ion.

Mrs. Ystes had just taken the 
money out of the hank last 

(Continued OH Pag* 19)

Vetterli Hearing 
Held Yesterday

Probation hearing and sentenc­ 
ing for Clarence H. VetterU, El 
Camino College journalism in­ 
structor, convicted of perjury, 
was continued until Wednesday 
morning, July 2ft. by Federal 
Judge Pierson Hall, Monday. Re­ 
sults were not available at dead­ 
line.

Judge Hall ordered the contin­ 
uance in order to give himself 
time to read a probation report 
on Vetterli.

Vetterli was convicted of mak­ 
ing false Btatempnts to a federal 
grand jury during a 1949 probe 
of Communist activities. He faces 
maximum prison sentences of 
five years on each of two counts, 
according to ,court attaches.

Proposal 
Deleted

As predicted exclusively in 
the Torranoe Press last edl- , 
tion, the City Council Tues*   
day night nought parking me­ 
ters for Torrance.

BUT, the ruling four did 
not consider the purchase an 
"urgency" measure, and did 
not name the "parking author­ 
ity" of five men to be picked 
by the Mayor.

They established & "central 
traffic district" for installation 
of the meters.

It will take 30 nays or more 
to pass the ordinance and grow­ 
ing opposition from merchants 
and motorists who will b« re­ 
quired to deposit coins to park 
in Torranoe may yet stop the 
purchase.

Even as Torrance is moving to 
install parking: meters, the resi­ 
dents of Monrovia have present­ 
ed signatures of 1700 residents 
to their city clerk protesting 
enforcement of the recently 
passed meter ordinance there. 
There will be an election on the 
matter, in Monrovia. 
DISTRICT DEFINED

Thf parking- meters will be 
installed, unless stopped by ref­ 
erendum petitions and an elec­ 
tion, or unless the Council votes 
the ordinance down, in the fol­ 
lowing area designated "Central 
Traffic District": Carson street 
from Border avenue to Arlington 
avenue; Cabrillo avenue from 
Carson street.to Torrance boule* 
vard; Torrance boulevard from 
Cabrillo avenue to Cota avenue; 
Cravens avenue from Torrance 
boulevard to Carson street; Sar- 
tori avenue from Torrance bou­ 
levard to Cabrillo avenue.

The penny and nickel type me- 
(Continned on Pag* it)

Workings of 
Schools Here 
Outlined

How Torrance t'nlfied School 
District functions as public ad­ 
ministration jfoverned by the 
people has bee« outlined by Dr. 
J. H. Hull, superintendent of 
schools, and is released for pub- 
He information by the Torrance 
Press for the first time.

The school district is governed 
by a Board of Education elected 
by the people.

The Board of Education ap­ 
points on four-year contract, re­ 
quired by law. a superintendent 
of schools, who also is secretary 
to the Board of Education.

As chief administrative offi­ 
cer, the superintendent is «u- 
perior to the assistant'superin­ 
tendent, also on- four-year con- 
tract; to the director of educa­ 
tion, the administrative assis­ 
tant. the principals, the director 
of special service*, and each of 
these administrators has as­ 
signed to his duties certain func­ 
tions and personnel.

Directly under the Superinten­ 
dent of Schools, th« following: 
duties fall:

Secretary to Board of Educa­ 
tion; Execute board policies; 
General direction of the school 
system; Develop educational 
policies: Supervise admintstra- 

(Continued on Pag* It)

Plane Crashes 
In Local Field, 
Occupants Unhurt

A flight instructor and hns 
student escaped unscathed as 
their light plane crash-landed in 
a field here late Friday, July 20, 
police reported.

The plane crunched down in a 
field west of Madrona avenue 
and north of Del Amo boulevard 
about 6:30 p.m. after it develop­ 
ed mechanical trouble.

The rough earth crumpled the 
craft's landing gear and bent the 
tip of the left wing, it was re­ 
ported.

Unhurt in the mishap were 
Hugh Wells, 2.3. of Inglewood, 
the ' pilot-instructor, and Billy 
Rytchison, 20, of Los Angeles, 
the student.

The plane had taken off from 
Gardens Valley Airport several 
minutes before. th« incident.

DIES LATER

Firemen Help 
Revive Woman 
From Death

With the aid of two Torrance 
fireme'n. Mrs Laura Moreno. 
"dead" for 2fS minutes returned 
to consciousness Monday. July 
23. only to die three '•hours later.

\Vhile being operated on for an 
abdominal disorder in Torrance 
Memorial hospital the heart of 
the 34-year-old woman stopped 
beating for 25 minutes. Dr. 
Charles T. La France manipu­ 
lated the heart and Capt. Goroon. 
Northington and Fireman Ixm 
Da vis of the. Torrance Fire De­ 
partment administered oxy*gen.

Their efforts were successful. 
But Mrs. Moreno's heart stopped 
again early in the afternoon. This 
time the halt was permanent.

She resided at 1314 Carnelita 
street. Redondo Beach. Dr. La 
France was assisted by Dr. 
Charles Browning. Had the vic­ 
tim lived, she wotild have been 
one of few recorded oases to 
have been brought bark to life 
through th« manipulation of th« 
heart.


