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BOARD ASKS CIVIL SERVICE 
EST FOR FIRE CHIEF JOB

Rent Decontrol 
Effective Here

Disagreement over the question of u net her or not rent* In 
Torrance were decontrolled by the housing expediter when he 
removed controls from the City of Ixm Angeles on Dec. "i\ was 
settled thin week as the Prn<s secured definite confirmation from 
U.W. .Senator William F. Knowland and Rep. Cecil R. King that 
  . ..._.. _ ......._ . ._. 4/the decontrol order is affective

AZUSA ROCK 
GIVES CEMENT 
FOR 'Y.W.'

The YWCA building got closer 
to realization this week as the 
A.zuaa Sand and Gravel Com­ 
pany donated about one-half of 
the needed ready mix cement 
for the planned construction, ac­ 
cording to Mayor Bob Haggard. 
The site for the building is to 
be east of the County Health 
Center on Carson st. in Tor­ 
rance.

 am Levy, YWCA building 
chairman, aaid that the com­ 
mittee now has J12,000 of the 
915,000 needed for the structure. 
"Construction will begin as soon 
an we can get steel for the foun­ 
dation," said I^evy.

He also announced that dona­ 
tion of building- materials a« well 
a« trme and labor will be wel­ 
comed and appreciated by the 
committee.

Any one wishing to contrib­ 
ute gifts of building materials 
needed for the construction or 
time and labor, which will be 
needed when the construction 
begins may do so by contacting 
Mayor Bob Haggard at Tor- 
ranee 664.

•ACK AGAIN

Card Sharks 
Caught, Fined 
$50 a Piece

Apprehended by Detectives. 
Capt. Ernest Ash ton and Percy 
Bennett, Friday morning were 
two of the three card sharks 
who swindled a Columbia steel 
worker out of a $120 pay check 
two weeks ago in a game of 
Three Card Monte.

flam fliegel and Franklin 
Young were discovered at 7:50 
a. m. la*t Friday morning near 
th« 8oul« Steel Co. gate, trying 
to entice steel workers coming 
off the night shift Into a game 
erf Three Card Monte when they 
were apprehended by Detectives 
A.shtrm and Bennett of the Tor- 
ran r* Police Department.

fliegel and Young were fined 
fftO Mteh under flection 230 of 
the p«n*J Code.

here.
Newspaper accounts printed at 

the time of the decontrol of Ix>s 
Angeles said Torrance, Haw­ 
thorne and other cities which 
had not petitioned for decontrol 
had been removed from' control.

Officials of Torrance and Palos 
Verdes Estates notably disa- 
Xreed.

City Manager George W. Ste­ 
vens, of Torrance, told the 
Press that the control of Tor­ 
rance must be either on petition 
of the City Council to the Gov­ 
ernor, after a vacancy ratio sur­ 
vey, or must be a part of state­ 
wide or nation-wide movement. 
Palos Verdes Rotates officials 
are said to have taken a similar 
stand.

Realty Board officers insisted 
the control was in effect here, 
but other similar agencies de­ 
nied it. 
PRKSS INQUIRES

The Press telegraphed Senator 
Knowland and Rep. King for of­ 
ficial information and these are 
the answers:

Text of telegram from Sena­ 
tor Knowland:

(Continued on Page'Two)

More Homes in 
No. Torrance 
To Get Sewers

Another tract of homes hi 
North Torrance is slated for in­ 
stallation of sanitary sewers.

By repealing of the City Coun­ 
cil Dec. 28 of two previous reso­ 
lutions and adopting Resolutions 
2135 and 2136. Tract 15933 in 
North Torrance WBJI added to 
other home tracts to form the 
North Torrance Sewer District 
No. 1.

John L. Patrick, assistant to 
City Engineer, informed the 
Council that he had received a 
petition for the creation of a 
sanitary sewer district in Tract 
No. 15933.

The area comprising the newly 
formed North Torrance Sewer 
District No. 1 included 178th St. 
and 179th St. from Hawthorne 
Ave. to Amle st.; Reglna st., from 
180th St. to 186th St.; Ashley, 
Roslin and Amie streets from 
182nd St. to 186th Ht.

Sewers were found necessary 
In these tracts of homes due to 
resident complaints of cesspool 
trouble. According to Roy O. Gil­ 
bert, M.D:, Ix>s Angeles County 
Jiealth Officer, the soil with­ 
in the above boundaries con­ 
sists of adobe or fine beach sand, 
which does not provide for good 
leaching action for any type of 
sub-surface sewage disposal sys­ 
tem. Most of the homes in this 
area were constructed less than 
onr year ago and many of them 
have been occupied only five 
month*. ,

2105 HOMES 
BEGUN HERE 
DURING '50

During the last year permits 
for 2,105 home* were issued In 
Torrance, totaling $18,757,182. 
The single unit home building 
permits Issued during the. year 

of 1949 totalled 838 permits 
worth $4,881,690, according to 
Walter C. Bradford, city h«ll 
senior clerk.

Permits issued during the year 
of 1950 soared to one of the all- 
time highs of $16,000,673. $8,- 
703,768 more than last year's 
total of $7,703,768.

Permits totalled $3,744,433 
during December, 1950, as com­ 
pared with $.519,355 issued dur­ 
ing December, 1949. Permits for 
443 single dwelling units worth 
$3,430 were issued last month.

Five builders during Decem­ 
ber took out permits for a total 
of 423 new homes HIM! 115 ga­ 
rages.

Torrance Gardens Inc. receiv­ 
ed permission to build 295 homes 
and 171 garage* for a valuation 
of $2,414,700. The new tract is 
located at Crenshaw and Tor­ 
rance blvds.

Haven Development Co. ii 
planning to build 45 houses and 
12 garages valued at $379,800.

James N. Starbird and Asso­ 
ciates were granted $475,096 in 
permits for 19 homes and 11 ga- 
ra.ges to be built near Crenshaw 
ad Redondo Beach blvds.

K. Sande Senness took out 19 
home and 13 garage permits for 
a total value of $154.000 to build 
on the Pacific Hills tract in 
South Torrance. ,

Alondra Gardens Inc. was 
granted 45 home and 8 garage 
permits for a valuation of $338,- 
900 to build in North Torrance 
near Redondo Bench and Cren­ 
shaw blvds.

Piggies May 
Have To Go

It looks like hog ranches are 
on the way out In Torrance. 
The planning commission has 
urged the limiting of the opera­ 
tion of hog ranches to a maxi­ 
mum of 10 year*, according to 
E. A. Lloyd, secretary.

The commission has asked the 
council to adopt an ordinance 
which would set an arbitrary 
date beyond which piggeries 
could not be maintained here.

The commission's recommend­ 
ation was made after being In­ 
formed that the county board of 
supervisors was planning to do 
away with hog ranches in unin­ 
corporated area* within the next 
10 years.

Several hog ranches are main­ 
tained here, mostly In the north­ 
erly portion of the city. Some 
have been the targets of com­ 
plaints by householders as resi­ 
dential area* are developed in 
their vicinity.

Rubber Plants Here 
In Full Production

With approximately 1250 now employed In the Torrancp syn­ 
thetic rubber plant*, spokesmen of the Shell Chemical, Dow Chemi­ 
cal and Minnesota Mining and Pacific Rubber Co. report this week 
that all three plants ar,. now at full capacity operation.

C. P. Hiirnett, personnel manager of the Shell Chemical Co.
-- 4rsaid that about 350 persons are

Narbonne Ave. 
Now Re-Zoned 
For Business

Narbonne avenue between Sc- 
pulveda blvd. and the southerly 
city limits wan approved by the 
City Council Dec. 26 for busi-
ness use.

The change, recommended by 
the planning commission, brings 
the stretch into conformity with 
the use in Lomita. Several busi­ 
ness plrices already are located 
on the frontage here. Its pre­ 
vious zoning was for light agri­ 
culture.

The change was the only one 
in consideration of the entire

Sepulveda Blvds. and the city 
limits.

School District 
Receives Funds 
For Recreation

The Torrance Unified School 
District will receive $1,208.48 
from the city as their share of 
funds received from the Los An­ 
geles County under the Com­ 
munity Recreation Agreement, 
according to Council action 
Dec. 26.

The Council also appointed 
Larry R. Fox and Bobby G. 
Franklin to service their proba­ 
tionary period as laborers, ef­ 
fective Dec 12, 1950. Having

now employed at this synthetic 
rubber plant. Shell, which pro­ 
duces butadiene, one of the com­ 
ponents of synthetic rubber, was 
re-opened for production Sep­ 
tember 1, 1950.

Industrial Relations Supervisor 
A. F. Bero of the Dow Chemical 
Company, reports that this plant, 
which employs between 200 and 
400 persons now is producing 
styrcne at full production.

Reactivated October, 1950. the 
Minnesota Mining and Pacific 
Rubber Company, which synthes­ 
izes the syrene and butadiene to 
make thP synthetic rubber is now 
in full operation. A. O. Rowlln, 
plant manager, informed the 
Press that, "The plant had been 
on a stand-by basis for a year 
when it was reactivated in Oc­ 
tober. 1950. One section of the 
plant was reactivated for full 
capacity production in Novem­ 
ber, 1950 and the other half for 
full capacity operation in De­ 
cember, 1950."

Rowlin also announced that the 
500 persons now working at the 
plant are sufficient for a full 
capacity basis. Absolutely full 
production will be In operation 
in about a month.

Firemen Now 
Have a Piano

Well, the I'lremen got their 
piano. With formerly H five 
piece hand, a piano player, 
but no piano, the Firemen now 
have a plnno an a remilt of 
a story and picture that ap­ 
peared In the Press last week. 
Capt. Gordon Northington, who

SLAB SCHOOL 
BUILDING 
IS ORDERED

Torrance will be one of the 
first ftchool districts of Cali­ 
fornia to build a pre-cast con­ 
crete slab building, as a result 
of action by the Hoard of Kxlu- 
catlon Tuesday night.
The Board awarded the archi­ 

tectural contract for the Madro- 
na school, at El Dorado and Ma- 
drona avenues, to G. F. Schrei- 
b«r, J. L. Peterson with in­ 
structions that the building be 
designed of the new slab type 
construction.

The building will take only 
about half the time required to 
build a conventional school plant, 
a.nd it will cost about $92,000, 
it was estimated. Construction 
will require about three months 
time, It was said.

The plant will be of eight 
classrooms and administrative 
offices.

Daniel, Mann and Johnson, ar­ 
chitects for the new Riviera 
school and the new high school 
plant told th« Board they esti­ 
mated construction would be 
completed on the Riviera school 
in February, 1952, and for the 
high ichooi, spring, 1902.

$1.260Worth 
Of Skill Saws

successfully passed their Civil P lav« <*' trumpet in the Fire-
Service examination, their com­ 
pensation will be at a rate, set 
as the first step for that position. 

Also successfully passing the 
Civil Service examination, Paul 
W. Hughes was employed as a 
mechanic to serve hl/i probation­ 
ary period, effective Dec. 12. 
1P50. His is at a rate set an the 
first step for the position.

men's band, reported that Mrs. 
Annabelle Holland of 1325 En- 
gracia st. has donated a Bush 
and Lnne upright piano". The fire­ 
men got their piano laM Sat­ 
urday. When asked what the men 
thought about the donation, Capt. 
Northington said. "We're tickled 
to death about it."

Members of the band HIT Fire­ 
man Sam Dial, bass fiddle; Fire­ 
man Gordon .lonsrud, trumpet; 
Cnpt. Gordon Northington, trum­ 
pet; Fireman Don Davis, guitar; 
Fireman Bill Russell, guitar; and 
Fireman Bill Slonecker, piano.

Missing

Laughon Memorial 
Fund to Buy New 
Type Incubator

A memorial fund in the Rotat^ro T ^rllOC 
miorv of Dr. William I. i/CfTClIC liClUlCd

Shirt Culprit 
Is On Loose

Ladle*. yo«i had hetter keep 
yonr eiye* on the clothesline 
when you've got your burn-

mwi«,. Hospi*. -.in b. ,h;;--- ~ £* ^';'r-,;'7;

memory 
Laughon, w*4l known Tor­ 
rance physician who potted 
away last week has been 
started by many of hit 
friendt and patients.

A special new type incu­ 
bator costing between $800 
and $900 for the ute of pa­ 
tients at the Torrance Me­

Benner Move 
Meets Delay

ExaminatlorM for the position of fire chief of the City of 
Torrance art> being demanded by the Civil Service Board, Vie 
Kcnstead, chairman, fold the Pro** thin week after City Manager 
(Jeorge W. Stevens had recommended to th«. City Council that 
Acting Chief Jake Benner he given the full status of chief.

It was heclarod that there 
are other men qualified for the 
position of fire chief, and that 
the Civil Service Board ia on 
record as asking an examina­ 
tion.

The City Council declined last 
week to appoint Benner as fire 
chief, after such appointment 
had been recommended by 
st evens.

Benner ha* served on the fire 
department for 20 years.

He had been a captain for 
eight years.

Following the death of Fire 
Chief John McMaster in January 
In? senior captain, J. R. Winters, 
was appointed acting chief. Cap­ 
tain Winters had been injured in 
line of duty fighting a fire at 
the General Petroteum plant 
month* prior to this, and after 
two days on the job, he asked 
to be relieved due to the injury.

Winters was restored to limit­ 
ed duty as a captain until his 
condition would permit taking 
the examination for fire chief.

Acting Fire Chief Jake Renner 
 I'rems Photo

Mrs. Conner Announces Local 
Chairman For Dimes Campaign

ftertlon M.M
P.L4R

O. ft. Postage 
Paid

Torranc*.
Calif.

Permit If
i

Mrg. Clara Conner, Torrance 
post master an/l recently appoint­ 
ed etiairmen of the March of 
Dime* campaign In Torranc* an­ 
nounced chairman appointment* 
this week. Kickoff of the cam­ 
paign, according to Mrs. Conner 
will b* Jantmry 15, IPftl.

The new chairmen are Charl- 
f,on A. Mewborn. vice chairman; 
George W. Pout of the Torrance 
National Bunk, treasurer; Mar- 
vin Miller of the Bank of Ameri­ 
ca, operation! division chairman; 
Bob fjee.ch, promotions chairman; 
Lucille Btroh, women'i division

chairman of Tor-ranee; a.nd Mrs. 
Betty Ix>u Keele i women's divi­ 
sion chairman of Seaside Rancho. 
Mra. Conner said that sub-chair­ 
men will also be appointed.

With this year's goal of $10,- 
000 for T^rance. Mrs. Conner 
snnounred^^^^^^Lone of the 
campalgn'^H^^HfeVthia year 
a Mother' r^t^Tfe will he 
held.

More t 
during 1 
in Mrs. 
sive yea

» -WS.' 

§ mmp-> vn This

bought with the money re 
ceived, according to Mrs. 
B. T. Whitney.

Those who with to contri­ 
bute to the fund may do to 
by contacting Mrt. A. E. 
EwoHt, U22 W. 2 15th St., 
Torranee.

Hall. Resigns; 
Leaves Vacancy 
On Commission

At. its Dec. 26 meeting the 
City Council received and accept­ 
ed the resignation of James M. 
Hall as a members of the Tor­ 
rance Planning Oommiasion.

Hall wan recently appointed 
City Attorney to fill the Job left 
vacant by the death of City At­ 
torney C. Douglsss Smith.

Th* Council decided to dtt- 
cuss the appointment of another 
member to the Planning Com­ 
mission at tts next agenda meet­ 
ing.

didn't and now her husband 
ha* four shirt* lews to worrt 
about.

Gerster, 171 W. 220th »!., an 
employee at Universal Furni­ 
ture Co., said that hU wife, 
 lerl, hung four hranil ne\\ 
white nlzr IB 1 ; shirts on the 

clothesline after washing them 
the afternoon of Wed., I>e4\ 27. 

TnMiiH the clothes In, piece 
by piece, a* HOC ironed, when 
she went to bring In the 
ihlrtft and discovered to her 
(I I MI i ay that there were none. 
The time wa« H:ftO p.m. No 
word has been heard of the 
missing shirts ftlnee«

Nine skill saws worth $1,260 
were discovered missing 8:30 a. 
m. Dec. 27 from the Community 
Airports Housing project at 4100 
block Redondo Beach blvd., ac­ 
cording to police reports.

Charles Jess, one of the owners 
of the project, reported the miss- 
Ing skill saws worth $140 each.

Detectives, Capt. Ernest Ash- 
ton and Percy Bennett of the 
Torrance Police Department re­ 
ported that someone had pried 
the boards off the back of the 
tool box sometime during the 
night. They are investigating the 
matter.

New Car for 
Police Dept.

The Police Department la get­ 
ting a new 1951 Ford, Special De- 
lux car for its use.

The City Council Dec. 26 ap­ 
proved the recommendation of 
Police Chief John Stroh for the 
purcha.se of the car. City Man­ 
ager George Stevens reported 
that bids for the police car, op­ 
ened at the agenda meeting, had 
been K»VPH to the Chief of Po­ 
lice for his recommendation.

3 Local Youths 
Win Place On 
All SC Band

Three Torrance youths have 
won a place in the All Southern 
California High School Band.

They are Pcnochio Popovich, 16 
years, of 2067 Carson st., Tor- 
rancc; Sherlock Holmes, 16 
years, corner of Hickory and 
Sonoma streets. Torrance; and 
Ros* Sciarrotta. 18 years. 1630 

| Beech ave.. Torrance 
i These youths were anion^ the 
i many southern California stu­ 
dents who tried out for the place 
on the All Southern California 
School Band IVc. 9 at the Uni- 
vernity of Southern California.

School Board 
Awards Bids

Awarded by the School Board 
Tuesday night was $718.67 of 
bids for athletic' supplies, $277 
for fir* fighting equipment and 
$868.61 for plumbing supplies.

The bids were awarded as fol­ 
lows: Athletic supplies: Wil­ 
liam Lane Co., $245.88; Aggie's 
Sporting Goods, $1.80; United 
Sporting Goods, $58.56; K. B. A 
S. Sporting Goods, $29.00; W. A. 
Goodman & Son, $207.30; Tor­ 
rance Cycle A Sport Shop, $108; 
and Clark Brothers, .$68..

Fire fighting equipment: The 
General Pacific Corp.. $313.40; 
Standard Fire Hose Co., $23.40; 
Marx Brothers $140.20.

Plumbing supply bid of $868.62 
was awarded to the Howard Sup­ 
ply Company.

and Captain Benner was named 
acting chief, on January v 18. 
Captain Winters has been on the 
department for more than 25 
years and captain for more than 

( Continued on P«H7« Ttoo )————t— . '

Water Tank 
Work Slated 
For Next Month

Slated to begin next month is 
construction *of the 100.000 gal­ 
lon water tank by California 
Water Service to serve the Hol­ 
lywood Riviera area following ap­ 
proval of a variance by the City 
Council Dec. 26.

A. K. Lloyd, secretary of the 
Planning Commission explained 
to the Council that a hearing was 
held on the matter, at which no 
protests appeared. The California 
Water Service has agreed to 
beautify the area concerned.

Let's Get Together
Kveryone can tnw» extra money ho\v about you? Did you 

reallr.e that those itftHe** Item* you have stored away In the hall 
closet attic or garage are actually valuable to someone e-tae? 
They may *>e jnnt the thing your neighbor need% so why not find 
out?

The wtmplr-at way \m through * Prp** Want Ad. This ftOc 
Want Ad brought Innumerably call* and mnny rnsromeni to thin 
adv*rH»er> doorstep.

\& GOLF CLUBS and covered all-leather Kipper oaae. All 
to excellent condition $30,

IM) THEY FIT? -wonder* Pfc. Rlchar,, <,,. «-.. > ,H . .,40 So. 

Vermont «ve., Torrance a« he tries on a pair of "G.I." trousers la 

the supply room of Company A. ft>ftth Engineer Combat Bat­ 

talion. The former Torrance National Guard unit In In training 

with the Southland'* 40th Infantry Division at Camp'Tooke. Sup­ 

ply Sergeant Raymond Paxton of l,o« Angeles, checks record* to 

get Gaaetoy'ft correct six*.


