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e Kubber Plants Here To Keopen
SYNTHETIC

Lt. Col. Dallas I. Downs, left, jiiHl promoted from major, is shown 
above pinning on an InHlgnla on Major William L. Cieiwtert, who 
was Jimt promoted from captain. Looking on Is Major I/ee W. 
Oibbonn, who wan also promoted from a captain. Lt. C/ol. Downs 
Is hatalllon commander of the 57Kth Engineers (C) Katalllon, 
Major OeMaert \n batallion executive officer, and Major Gibbon* 
Is assistant division engineer. Photo by Photo Arts Studio.

Protection of Life 
find Property Costly

I Protection of life ana property, one of the most import- 
Ant of local governmental functions, also is one of the most

* costly, « survey of the Torrance city budget for 1950-51 by 
the Press reveals. The budget adopted by the City Council 
August 22 at which the tax rate was set at $1.12 per $100 asesserf valuation, shows that**----—• ...._......._.

ADVANCE ' 
GUARD UNIT 
DEPARTING

37.2 percent of funds paid for op­ 
eration of the Torrance city gov­ 
ernment goes to protection of 
life and property expended in op­ 
eration of the police and fire de­ 
partments.

The most expensive of the two 
departments is the police unit, 
which will spend $151,561 this 
year, as authorized in the budget. 

The department was authoriz- 
pnf rolmen 

total 
olice 
piila-

de-
alarien 

raine
granted each employee the night 
the budget was adopted): 
8 A LA RI KM: 
Police chief at $419 per month

$5,028.00. 
Two captains at $.149 per month

 $8,378.00. 
One captain at $333-349 per

month -$4,156.00. 
Five sergeants at $304 per 

month $18,240.00.
patrolmen at $290 per

$27,840.00.
patrolmen at $277 per 
th- $6,648.00. 

patrolmen at $265 per 
ntinued on Pan* Two)

n Injured 
In Fall From 

Foot Tree
ndo Beach man found in a 
nscious delertous condi­ 

tion in a Torrance field was in­ 
jured by a fall from a 30 foot 
tree which he had climbed when 
drunk.

The man, FaustJno Estrada, 28, 
serious condition at Harbor 
ral Hospital, in suffering 

a fractured pHvis »nd 
es.
rlier r«?ports w*»re that Ks- 
L has been seized by a gang 
en and brutally beaten with 

and fists.
man lay on the field for 12 
when Officer Joe Wysockl 
ered him.

st. LA Schools 
Sflpt. To Speak 

TEAC Meeting
C. C. Carpenter, A*st. Supt. 

A. County Schools will speak 
P.M. Sept. 6 In the Tor- 
civic auditorium at the re­ 

gular monthly meeting of the 
Torrance Educational Advisory 
Committee.

At this joint meeting. Dr. Car­ 
penter will address members of 
the faculty of the Torrance Uni­ 
fied School District and the Tor- 

ce Educational Advisory Com- 
itee.

 tlon 84.66 
P.L.AK.

Pontage 
Paid 

Torrance,
Calif. 

Permit 17

Leaving early tomorrow morn­ 
ing on an advance detail for 
Camp Cooke are 28 local men of 
the 578th Engineer Combat Bat­ 
talion of the National Guard.

The entire 578th Battalion has 
been called to report for duty 
tomorrow, September 1, but most 
of the men will be camped at 
their local headquarters until 
about September 6, when they 
will be transported down to 
Camp Cooke.

Advance detail from Headquar­ 
ters and Headquarters and Ser­ 
vice Company, now stationed at 
the Torrance airport are:

Major William L. Geissert, 
Capt. Wilfred E. Oglesby, 1st Lt. 
WUford D. McGlassen, WOJG 
Robert A. Feldman, M-Sgt. Roy 
O. McCaskey, Sgt. Thomas M. 
Jones.

Cpl. Jimmie L. Turner, Pfc. 
Wiliam W. McOmle, Sgt. Arthur 
S. Palma, Ret. Robert J. Cable, 
Cpl. Richard P. Martinez, Pfc. 
Wayman L. Turman, Pvt. George 
Mitchell, Pvt. Kenneth D. Camp.

Cpl. James W. Blackwell, Pfc. 
Guadiana Wilfred, Pfc. Carlos M. 
Castillo, Ret. Raul R. Almeida, 
Ret. Cameron Selover, Pfc. Ben­ 
ny Q. Flores, Sgt. Theodore J. 
Moorehead.

Of the Medical Detachment 
stationed at Torrance airport:

Sgt. Robert V. Thorn.
"A" Company advance detail 

stationed at th« Torrance ball 
park are:

Pfc. Jack T. Mlms, Cpl. John 
L. Schulz, Sgt. Joseph D. Al- 
varez, Pfc. Harry R. Owens, Sgt. 
Charles T. Turner, Cpl. Frank M. 
Elliott.

Commanding Officer is Lt. Col. 
Dallas J. Downs.

371 Homes 
To Be Built

Residential developers are go­ 
ing ahead with plans for new 
units here despite the threat of 
shortages,

At its last meeting, the Tor­ 
rance City Council approved 
tract maps totalling 371 lots.

Two of the largest develop­ 
ments in the immediate offing 
are for 99 homes each by the 
Mac-Low-Men Corp. and Prop­ 
erty Management Corp. One is 
located south of 174th Street and 
east of Ainsworth Alley. The 
other is at the. southwest corner 
of 174th Street and Crenshaw 
boulevard.

A tract of 66 lots between Cas- 
Imir and Atkinson Avenues and 
J64lh and 166th Streets, and one 
Of 2f> lots south of 174th Street 
and west of Arlington Avenue 
are to be developed by Bert C. 
Murphy.

Planned by Ocean Hills Corp. 
is a tract of 82 homes located 
north of Palos Verdes Estates in 
the Hollywood Riviera district. 
Sidewalks wlU be constructed, 
contrary to the request by the 
firm that they be waived.

Sanitary sewers will he in­ 
stalled in all of the tracts with
the exception of the Hollywood 
Riviera Tract.

HIKE ASKED
Reactivation of the Torrance 

Rubber Reserve corporation 
plant operated during the pant 
war and year* following by 
Goodyear Synthetic Rubber 
company ban been reordered, 

according to the Reconstruc­ 
tion Finance Corporation.
The plant blends styrene, made 

"by Dow Chemical Company, with 
butadiene, made by Shell Chem­ 
ical Company, into copolymer or 
synthetic rubber. Both are Tor­ 
rance plants.

Dow has continued in opera­ 
tion since the close of World War 
II, but Shell Chemical Company 
only last week got its orders to 
reopen.

Goodyear officials admit that 
the plant is to be reopened by 
Reconstruction Finance Corpora­ 
tion but said that they probably 
would not be the operating 
agents.

. R.F.C. said that it wan unable 
to disclose who the operating 
agents would be, but the plant 
is needed to complete the cycle 
in rubber making with Dow and 
Shell in operation.

The reopening has been or­ 
dered to step up production of 
synthetic rubber, ordered by 
President Truman.

Shell will employ about 200 
men and it is expected that the 
former Goodyear plant will em­ 
ploy about that number.

Dow has stepped up its styr­ 
ene production and has hired ad­ 
ditional crews, it was reported.

Dallas Downs 
Promoted to 
Lt. Colonel

Promotion from major to 
grade of lieutenant colonel of 
Dallas I. Downs, commanding of­ 
ficer of the National Guard's En­ 
gineer battalion, with units sta­ 
tioned in TorraJice, has been re­ 
vealed. Also promoted was Lee 
Gibbons from rank of captain to 
major and Wm. r.,. Geissert, pro­ 
moted from captain to major.

The announcement was made 
by Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Huddel- 
son, commander of Southern Cal­ 
ifornia's 40th infantry division.

Headquarters of the battalion 
are located at Torrance airport. 
Other units are located in Tor­ 
rance, Wilmington, Tnglewood, 
Manhattan Beach.

The battalion has been called 
Into the federal service as of to­ 
day, and members of the various 
units of Colonel Downs' combat 
engineers were making camp on 
Torrance Municipal Airport for 
a stay of several days before 
traveling by caravan to Ca^np 
Cooke for a long training period.

More than 50 Torrance offi­ 
cers and men are involved in the 
call to active service.

27 Members 
Of Defense 
Unit In Drill

Police Chief John Stroh an­ 
nounced that 27 members of the 
local auxiliary police are being 
drilled in their .duties in the 
event of an atom bombing or 
wartime catastrophe.

The members of thV unit 
meet once every .two weeks for 
briefings on what is expected 
of them during periods of emer­ 
gency, Stroh atated.  

Virtually all the men arc 
exempt from call to military 
service, but have backgrounds 
of police or military Service. 
All are capable of local defence.

The unit is an important 
segment of the disaster or­ 
ganization being formed under 
the command or City Mananger 
George Stevens.
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HIGH FARES KEEP RIDERS 
OFF CITY BUSES, REPORT

• —————— i

Survey Finds 
Travel Slumps
High bus fares are driving 

busineHH away from Torrance and 
are contributing to the inability 
of the Municipal Bus Department 
to make the local linen pay, ac­ 
cording to a survey of the Press.

It is found that shoppers in 
the Hammerton tract and other 
outlying areas are able to travel 
into Gardena or Redondo Beach 
for 30 cents, while to come to 
Torrance cost* 1ft cents -- or SO 
cents a round trip.

The Gardena Municipal and 
Red lands Bus lines fares ar» 
lower than Torrance, and these 
lines are taking trade away from 
the Greater Torrance Trading 
Area which the Press blankets 
with paid and froe distribution 
each Thursday morning.

Merchants and advertisers in 
the Press are aware of this, and 
for this reason the campaign is 
growing to .secure more efficient 
operation of the lines.

"It cost just as much to run, a 
bus carrying 10 passengers who 
paid J5 cents- as it would to run 
one carrying 15 passengers at 10 
cents." said one business man, 
"but if you could get 30 passen­ 
gers to ride-the bus at lOc you 
would double the revenue. You'll 
never get 30 passengers on at 
15 cents as long as Gardena and 
Redondo lines carry them for 10 
cents."

A survey shows that the bus 
fare to Hollywood Riviera, the 
extreme southwest section of 
Torrance, is 15 cents. However, 
the fare is only 10 cents to Re­ 
dondo Beach boulevard, the ex­ 
treme north eectipn. "There is 
no justification for this," said 
another merchant. "If you ran 
ride to one part of Torrance for 
10 cents, you should be able to

Torrance To 
Hear Anti-Red 
Editors

Scheduled to hear Kd Gibbons 
and Norman Jacoby. anti-Com­ 
munist editors at 8 p. m. Sept. 11 
in the Torrance Civic auditorium, 
are 2000 members of service clubs 
of Torrance and industry, ac­ 
cording to Chief of Police John 
Stroh, who. with J. B. Scotton, 
are handling arrangements for 
the joint session.

Gibbons' and Jacoby launchead 
their weekly newsletter, "Alert," 
in 1048. It is devoted to fighting 
communism in California.

The Kiwanis club of Torrance 
is sponsoring the program, aaid 
Mayor Bob L. Haggard, Kiwanis 
president.

There will be no admission 
charge, although admission will 
be by ticket only, laid Chief John 
fttroh,.

Personnel 
Ordinance To 
Be Drawn

At the last Torrance city coun­ 
cil meeting, Aug. 22, City Attor­ 
ney Smith was instructed to 
draw up an ordinance concerning 
the compensation of. personnel of 
the city clerk's office with that 
of the court clerk.

After a survey of duties, City 
Manager George Stevens recom­ 
mended that the compensation of 
the court clerk be fixed at $184 
for the first step; $193, the sec­ 
ond step; $202, third step; $211, 
fourth step, and $221 for the 
fifth step, which will be equitable 
with other classifications of simi­ 
lar duties and responsibilities.

ride throughout Torrance for the 
same fare."

It also was revealed that you 
can ride to Carson street and 
Vermont for 10 cents, but the 
fare jumps to 15 cents as it 
reaches the Hammerton tract 
and other populous areas also 
served by Gardena. And Gardena 
take* its passengers to t.hat shop­ 
ping area, for 30 cents.

Sunset stages travel along Re­ 
dondo Beach boulevard, Haw­ 
thorne boulevard and Torrance 
boulevard, taking passengers to 
Redondo for a dime.

Torrance does not even serve 
this area, except north of 382nd 
street.

The records show that when 
Torrance raised its fares the last 
time, the revenue of the bus de­ 
partment fell off.

Merchants are urging that the 
fares be reduced and the bus 
service be properly advertised 
and promoted, to put them on a 
good financial standing.

"If we don't go after the busi­ 
ness, and other towns do. it's 
our own fault. We've got to do 
something about this."

Here are statements of a few 
of the residents of outlying areas 
interviewed by the Press regard­ 
ing the bus service:

Mrs. France* Henoel, 25108 So. 
Normandie: "Certainly we want 
and need the bus. But the rates 
are much too high. When the 
rates were raised last January, 
they lost rather than gained. It 
costs me 1f>c to get from Harbor 

(Continued on Page Two)

RIGHT TURN ONLY? Maybe, but at present there is mo ordi­ 
nance to back up this sign painted at the exit* of alleys and park- 
Ing lot* In the Torrance business district.

LA DELAYS 
ACTION ON
BUS LINES

Ixm Angelm Board 
of Public Utilities does not 
know whether or not it has 
any Jurisdiction over the op­ 
eration of Torrance Municipal 
BUM Linen into Harbor CHty 
and other Ixm Angele* city 
arna*. It took no nvtloii Tues­ 
day at th« hmring railed at 
the request of residents of Har­ 
bor City to stop the abandon­ 
ment of the Torrance bun ser­ 
vice to that area.

The I/oft Angelcn board said 
that It would a*k the State 
Public Utilities Commission 
for a ruling.

Meanwhile, It was reported, 
the curtailment of the bus ser­ 
vice will be held up because It 
might place the Torrance lines 
Into Ix>s Angeles In jeopardy.

Trial Ordered 
In Hughes Suit

Trial of the $36,000 false arreM damage suit against two Los 
Angele* police officer* and a San Fedro cafe owner, brought by 
W. J. B. Hughes, prominent Torrance man, was ordered by the

Appellate court Tuesday.
|| ||%If /\|||T7 Hughes had sued the officers 
II IK if I Jill ir and cafe owners after his arrcat 
«****    WIsVi and incarcera tion on Feb. 1, 1»4§.

OF ELECTION 
IS RUMORED

That the (Jrand Jud.v U car­ 
rying on a secret investigation 
of the last Torranoe municipal 
election wa* rumored this week 
with the railing of several 
election hoard officer* to Txm 
Angeles.

The inquiry ua* nxked by a 
group of citizens who charged 
that numerous errors and mis­ 
takes were found In the re­ 
count of the ballots in the elec­ 
tion of Councilman Willys 
Mount over Vie Bennies*!, who 
demanded the recount.

Tho District Attorney's of­ 
fice had said that "only the In­ 
nocent will he hurt by an in­ 
vestigation," but apparently 
the Jury felt differently, those 
wh« heard the rumor said.

Someone! 
Kidding On 
'Right Turn

By WAJVBA ROUNI
Who's kidding who? 
Exits of some alleys an 

ing lots have been painte 
ig letters "Right Turn 
A check of the situation by the 

reveals the motor

with which he paid his bill to 
Nick Oreb, tht r*cord shows, 
Or«b called police and had 
Hughes picked up as a suspect fn 
the robbery of Oreb's place* It 
was reported that among the loot 
were silver dollars.

Defendants in addition to Oreb 
are Police Officers O. H. Ledbet- 
ter and H. J. Greenwood.

Hughes charged that h« was 
held from 2 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 
1, 1948. until Monday without 
being given an opportunity to 
notify his family or his attorney. 
He alleged he was beaten while 
in jail, but no charge was 
brought against him. Later, an­ 
other man confessed the robbery.

The lawsuit of Hughos was 
dismissed on a non-suit judgment 
of the Superior court, but an ap­ 
peal was taken and the decision 
reversed. Trial of the case was 
ordered. Hughes was represent­ 
ed by M. E. Story of Entenia it. 
Gramer, lawyers.

being kidded.
No ordinance has been 

by the City Council to

street parking k>(* or f
eys so marked.

No such ordinance h 
requested by the City 
nor is it in the process o 
drawn, according to C. D. 
city attorney. Yet the s 
been posted for several

In talking to one 
about the signs, he
'What's the rush with those fel-
ows in the City Hall? Pain tin* 
the signs before they pass the
aw teaches disreapeot ftnr th«
aw."

Torrance Taxed With 
No Representation

Taxation without representation!
That is what Torrance has been suffering as • member 

of the Metropolitan Water District. Hi* Press was informed 
this week.

Taxpayers have been paying in Hieir money to Hie dis­ trict's coffers, but the Torrance*—————————.._...-.__......
representative has been absent 
from most of the meetings of the 
Board of Directors on which he 
is supposed to protect Torrance 
clti»ens' Interests.

According to A. L. Gram, sec­
retary of Water

Pictured above are members of the Torrance 
Auxiliary Police who will act an tMhers at the 
13th Annual I'ollre .Show. Proceed* from thin 
benefit show will he lined for the TAPS. The 
police- train theme hoys and girls on the pistol 
range and take them on recreational excursions. 
They are, left, to right: Plrst row Ixils Sauls- 
be ry, I'hyllls Stevens, Barbara Tamp, Alice 
Albert son, Jen net to Ixipev, Kllxabeth Webb, Jac- 
iiielin Pagac: werond row Elizabeth Mlddleton,

Nalbro Miller. Mlehele Silver, aJnet Rovenstlne, 
Nancy I^evesqiie, Helen Helpman, Louise lAf- 
ferty, Patricia Krlherjf; third row Patricia 
Merrill, (tory < 1arter, John Hughes, Larry Bry- 
ant, Joe Frlberg. Tommy Cook, Ronald .Indwln, 
Norman Chambers, James Bnhh, David Blsbee, 
Thomas Webh. John Babbitt. Wcldon Smith; top 
row James Brown, Monte Backstrom, Edward 
Alvarez. Sammy Held, Alfonso Zamora, Kenneth 
Purdy. \lelvin Knlllng-or.'

District, the Torrance represen­ 
tative attended only one meeting 
in the past year, and few meet- 
ings in 15 years.

City Manager George Stev­ 
ens was appointed to be the Tor­ 
rance representative on the 
Board at. a recent City Counci 
meeting, to replace the resignec 
C. T. Rippey, but Stevens has no4 
yet taken his seat as a director

Gram said that it is essentia 
that Torrance be represented at 
the meetings of the Metropoli­ 
tan Water District board.

At present, construction of 
larger Palos Verdes feeder line 
is being discussed, and Torrance 
should have a voice in its plans 
since the water supply of this 
growing city will be materially 
effected. Gram aaid.

Seaside Cesspools 
Trouble Residents

Under study by city officials 
are cantankerous cesspools in the 
Seaside Heights district City 
Manager Oeorg* Stevens, a com­ 
mittee of no residents of the area 
and the entire city council in­ 
spected cesspools in the ares last 
week.

The cesspools have been fill­ 
ing rapidly, apparently because 
of

Lights to Be 
Installed At 
Hazard Poin

Under a joint agr   Trent fee-
tween Torrance and 
Highway Commission, 
al lights are to be fctetajtoel at 
the intersection of H»wtlKMHB* 
and S«pulv«d Blvds., CM* ICa*- 
ager Qeorg« Stevens i> lirateri.

Installation costs of 
lO.OCXMumens m e r c M r ; 
lights at the intersection 
divided by the state "Ml
city, Stevens said. Pre*c 
ing is by a lone sodin 
light.

Planned as soon as l 
available is "channellxati< 
eliminate the hax&rds of 
sent erratic series of tu: 
either side of the Ha' 
part of the intersection

light­

L*t's Tell 
rti* World..
Phere's no place 
like the Harbor 
are* to buy real 
pfftata. Many 
visitors are in­ 
terested In our' 
Industrial and shipping oel 

As many a* 63,000 out 
state cars drove in to Call 
nia in July and main 
are on their way.

PRR&S WANT A!** 
bridge the space 
 teller and buyer.

JOS.N BURTON 
Real Estate Broker

Presents This Week 1 * 
SPECIAL VALUE BUY

$1000 DOWN   One-bedroem 
home, close to Fern Avenue 
School. Price ONLY $4750.

Turn to the Classified Page* 
Today for this and other Good 
Listings of Outntandtng Real


