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inisters Ask Marble Game Ban

SPRING VISITORS ki Torrance—Mr. and Mrs. Sparrow, yearly 
vlnitorM In the, convenient stop light located at Hawthorne Rldv. 
and Redondo Reach Blvd. Neighbors report that thin IN the second 
year the/ little family has Inhabited thin particular location. 
Photographer waited for several minutes in the ImpcM of catch­ 
ing the little family at home, but unfortunately they were out on 
a shopping spre*".. —Press Photo

Groundbreaking To 
Open 450 Home Tract

Ground breaking ceremonies today will mark the beg­ 
inning of one of the largest housing projects in Torrance, and 
one of the biggest steps forward for the West Torrance area. 

Over 450 homes are being planned in addition to the 
first large shopping district tb be constructed outside of the 
already established shopping area.

Sixty-five percent of the homes » 
will be three bedroom, and the 
rest two bedroom, with no two 
homes alike on Uje name block. 
Many liave been planned with 
fireplac«, and all will feature 
the modern indoor-outdoor living 
theme. 4 Patios with barbeques 
are planned for each unit, with 
built irr* upholstered breakfast 
nooks, dishwashers, garbage dis­ 
posals, ihermostatic heat, and 
complete! indoor decorating with 
etch wooB wainscoting and wall­ 
paper infthe living room.

Homes I will be on the modern 
and moral formal motif, and will 
be available to veterans at no 
down, jjajinent. 
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breaking ceremonies
will be attended by City offi­ 
cial*, including Mayor Bob L. 
Haggard, City councilman, and 
City Manager George W. Stevens. 

Sales will be handled by a lo­ 
cal real estate concern.

Police Nab
Marijuana
Growers

* Auto Dealer 
To Sponsor 
Plane Meet

  Torrance area model plane en­ 
thusiasts Intending to enter the

^Southern California Plymouth 
Model Plant Meet, IV>H Angeles, 
July 8 and 9, were advised today 
by Andrew Peterson, content di­ 
rector for the event, that full in­ 
formation and entry blanks can 
be obtained from the automotive 
showrooms of Thatcher & Ott, 
1600 Cabrillo Ave.

Local Plymouth dealer* have 
Joined forces with over 200 of

^their Southland associates, and,
^as the Plymouth Dealers of Sou­ 

thern California, are sponsoring 
the Southern California event in 
order that the cream of the 
gtate's modelers can be picked to 
represent this area in the Fourth 
International Model Plane Con­ 
test, to be held in Detroit later 
this year.

Nine Southern California 
youngsters will qualify for the

^expense-paid trips to the Inter­ 
national Contest where they will 
compete with 500 modelers from 
all sections of the United States 
and abroad for 127 trophies and 
$7000 in U. S. Savings Bonds.

In addition to the nine trips 
set as top prizes in the Southland 
meet, over SO trophies will be 
awarded winners of the twenty- 

^four events. Events are schedul­ 
ed for all types of model planes 

, including control line, free flight 
and rubber, and Indoor

Following 10 days of work by 
local police officers, four South 
Bay youths are held on suspi­ 
cion of violating state narcotics 
statutes.

They are: Arthur Harry Burn-' 
ell, 19, 501 8. Juanita St., Re­ 
dondo Beach; George Michael 
Ames, 18, Hermosa Beach; Mich- 
eal Lopin, 20, of 205 S. Helber- 
ta St., Redondo Beach, and Law­ 
rence Benjamin Brazil, 19, 728 
Ave. C, Redondo Beach.

Acting on an anonymous tip, 
officers D. C. Cook, Hyman Fis- 
cher and Don Miller went to a 
grove of eucalyptus trees <near 
Sepulveda Blvd., and Susans St., 
where they found eight carefully 
nurtured young marijuana plants 
among the trees.

They watched the grove until 
Ames and Burn ell appeared last 
Friday to water the plants.

Sheriff's deputies were called 
in after the two youths assert - 
edly led local officers to two 
more plants in the El Nldo unin­ 
corporated district.

Ames and Burnell implicated 
Lopln, who in turn Implicated 
Brazil, police said. The plants 
would have brought several thou­ 
sand dollars If allowed to mature 
for processing into cigarets, of­ 
ficers said.

Churches 
Join Fight 
On Gambling

Irked at the failure of the 
CJIty Council to enact the ord­ 
inance, prepared to abolish 
marble game* from the city as 
gambling device*, ministers of 
local churches will lake a hand 
In the Issue and demand Im- 
mediute pHsnage of the ordin­ 
ance, the Press was Informed 
this week.
The ministers will throw their 

weight behind Parent - Teacher 
organizations who for months 
hnve sought to have the games 
banned because they are used for 
gambling a/id because children 
are permitted to play them.

Rev. Arthur Bello, rector of St. 
Andrews Episcopal church, said 
that he had written a letter to 
the City Council urging that the 
ordinance banning the games be 
adopted at. once.

Rev. Cecil .1. England, pastor 
of First Christian Church, de­ 
clared that he will lay the mat­ 
ter before the Torrance Council 
of Churches for immediate action. 

Parent - Teacher groups also 
were planning to write letters to 
the Council asking that the 
games be banned without furth­ 
er delay.

The games, particularly the 
"one-halls" are used for gamb­ 
ling openly, with pay-offs made 
from cash registers by operators 
of the places of business although 
the machines can be converted 
in a few minutes to "kick out" 
nickles to winners.

They are no different from the 
slot machines,   it is said, and 
give possession of this type of 
machine now is banned by Cal­ 
ifornia law.

Revise Budget 
For Child 
Care Center

The State Department of Edu­ 
cation Child Care Centers have 
requested School Districts to re­ 
vise their budget and make cer-

Hwtlon M.m
P.L.&R. 

fl. 8. Postage)
Paid 

Torranc*.
Calif. 

Permit 17

of the budget without disrupting 
the Child Care Center program 
for the seven and one - half 
month period 1950 - 51.

They informed the school that 
they are recommending that no 
personnel in the Child Care pro­ 
gram receive the automatic In­ 
crement set up by the District 
in its salary schedule.

In view of the desire to co­ 
operate with the State In cur­ 
tailing the cost of operating their 
program, And at their suggestion, 
that:

"The personnel at the Child 
jCare Center do not receive an 
automatic increase In salary 
for the year 1950-51, in Tor­ 
rance unified school districts.

Realtor Joins 
Torrance Firm

Broker Harry Peterson, real 
estate man in Hollywood and Los 
Angeles for many years, and re- 
c^ntly In property management 
in north Torrance, has joined the 
firm of Percy *  Vaughn, Realtors 
of Torrance, according to s com­ 
pany announcement.

Peterson replsces resltor Geor- 
jfe Netiman who accepted a new 
position with a Torrance Indus­ 
trial firm, the release stated.

Peterson now resides at 174th 
it Crenshaw hlvds,, Torrsnce, and 
is very active In the Torrance 
Toastmaster club.

Improvement 
On Airport

The following recommenda­ 
tions from city manager, George 
W. Stevens, were app»oved by 
the City Council.

Funds, in the amount of $2,- 
700.00 derived from sale of Sur­ 
plus Airport Equipment, were 
transferred from the General 
Fund to Airport Improvement 
Fund.

Payment to George Green, the 
sum of $1,340.25 for new ac­ 
counts started between July 1, 
1949 and May 31, 1950, as provid­ 
ed under the terms of the con­ 
tract for refuse gollection was 
made.

The purchase of a Water Soft­ 
ener for City Garflgf, the of aum 
of $400.00 was authorized.

Thn City renewed the contract 
with the South Bay Humane So­ 
ciety for pound operations and 
dog licensing, under the same 
terms as the 1949-50 contract.

The City entered into a con­ 
tract with the Count yof Lbfl An­ 
geles for library service for the 
fiscal year 1900-61.

Well Testing 
Shows Rise in 
Water Level

The experimental spreading 
plot located near S e a s 1 d e 
Ranchos has been covered with 
water for the past week and 
measurements indicate that 
about four acre feet per day is 
now percolating.

One of ,the test wells immedi­ 
ately south of the plot has al­ 
ready shown a rise in water level, 
indicating that some water has 
reached the main water bearing 
formation from surface spread­ 
ing.

At the start of the operation 
7.5 second feet of water was ap­ 
plied, and as the sands became 
saturated, the volume of water 
applied had to be gradually re­ 
duced. Forty-eight hours later 
2.2- second feet was being used 
arwl absorption at about that 
rate has continued for the past 
several dav«
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LIFE'S BURDENS 
MADE LIGHTER

Perhaps life wouldn't be the 
interesting experience It Is If 
it weren't for some of Its bur­ 
dens. Yet, it's folly to let. them 
weigh us down. Press Want 
Aria can be depended upon to 
lighten your burdens. If you 
need a lift w^th your house­ 
work or your finances; If 
you've lost your less* or your 
pet; If you need work or work­ 
ers, Want Ads are what you 
ne»<1. Phone Torrsnce 1185.

USE PRESS DRIVE-IN 
CLASSIFIEDS

1828 Oramerry at Cravens 
— Next to Curries —

(An Editorial)

"Moss Backs"

Take A Back Seat!!
The fact that Torrance can grow and is growing can 

be credited with a few exceptions to newcomers who rec­ 
ognize an opportunity to progress. Those who have watch­ 
ed Torrance finally spread her wings after a virtually 
dormant existence from the time it was established until 
1945 admit this to be true.

The Press is new to Torrance, but its publishers are 
Torrance home-owners who came to Torrance to promote 
Torrance, to help Torrance grow and to grow with Tor­ 
rance.

An investigation of a few weeks ago reveals that 
the "old-timers as late as 1945 said that Torrance had no 
place to grow. They pointed out that oil fields prevented 
its expansion, and that there was no hope for district 
expansion except down town.

One "old timer" was one of those who fought the 
opening of Western avenue and delayed the completion 
of the great "mountains to the sea" thoroughfare for 
gome 25 years. Western avenue is bringing more traffic 
to Torrance area in a single hour than used to come 
through in 24 hours.

John Kettler exploded the theory of the "old timer" 
that Torrance had no place to grow. He capped his non­ 
productive oil wells and built hundreds of homes where 
"Torrance could never grow." Homer Bale, at 174th and 
Crenshaw boulevard, was converting agriculture land and 
dairy farms into a residential area, where "Torrance could 
never grow."

Hundreds of homes have been built in Hollywood 
Riviera, and Ben Haggott was another who showed that 
Torrance could become a "big city," while others said 
"Torrance has no room to grow."

Came Sande Seness, and he showed that Torrance 
has room to grow.

The unassuming William H. Tolson brought hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to Torrance in home development 
in areas where "Torrance had no room to grow."

We mention Tolson as one of the "old-timers" who 
did have faith enough in Torrance to know it has room in 
which to grow. Another is John Kettler. Another is Albert 
Isen. Another, Sam Levy. Another, Jack Koch. Another 
William Stanger, manager of the water department who 
knew that Torrance would grow while others were saying 
"Torrance has no room in which to grow."

There are others who we are told have contributed 
to the growth and expansion of Torrance, but our point 
in bringing up this matter is to remind our readers that 
the "Johnny-Come-Lately" element finally is aware that 
we have a big city in the molding* here.

The "old - timers" who drove the Pacific Electric 
main line from Torrance, who blocked Western avenue, 
who said "Torrance has no room to grow", and who do 
not want the business district to expand beyond the lim­ 
its of its present few square blocks are having to run 
and catch up with Torrance. And some of them appear 
feeble.

Energetic, enthusiastic, far-sighted and progressive 
minds* have taken the helm, and joined forces with those 
who know we have a city here. The city needs this new 
blood.

Let the moss-backs keep their back seat. Watch the 
town grow.  _________________

Lomita Zoning Attempt 
Opposed by Association

LOMITA—First organized attempt to zone Lomita since 
a "postcard plabescite" was conducted last year on land 
ust laws for the entire area, began last week with a circula­ 
tions of petitions to lone Pacific Coast Highway, and an 
area of Ebony Lane near Lomita Blvd.

Mrs. Victoria Phillips, spokes-K        
for the Lomita Property Two Boys Hurt 

When Truck 
Smashes Pole

SHOKSTRING-TWO teen-aged
boys were injured yesterday aft­ 
ernoon when the pick-up truck 
in which they we're riding zoom­ 
ed out of control iind smnshed in­ 
to a power pole, police reported. 

Most seriously hurt was Fred 
D. Holder, 15, of 1588 W. 204th

. _. . , . . St., who wa* taken to Harbor a method of "imposing zoning on > '
the rest of Lomlta before it Is | General Hospital with s fractur­ 

ed arm. Tommy Stewsrt, 13, of

man
Owners and Registered Voters 
Association, Inc., said her organ­ 
ization, which is opposed to zon­ 
ing of the community as a whole, 
is "watching these latest devel­ 
opments closely."

We are nrit opposed to the 
principle of zoning," she said, 
but we believe that Ivnnlta will 

not be ready for protective zon­ 
ing until Crenshaw is extended 
through the community and Lo-

blvd. is widened." 
Mrs. Phillips said the associ­ 

ation will fight, this movement if 
It turns out to be a part, of an 
organized effort to "spot zone" 
the community here and there as

ready."
Her organization stopped a IMS W. 205th St.. wss treated

zoning movement about a year at Wilmington Raving^ Hospit- 
ago after a stormy public hear­ 
ing on the plan by the county 
board of supervisors.

At present, the community is 
classified as an M-3 manufactur­ 
ing area. This means, zoning pro- 

(Continued on Payf Two)

al for a cut lip and abrasions.
The driver of the truck, Karl 

Kottke, IS. of 1566 W. 204th St.. 
told officers his machine left the 
road after being affed by a hole 
in Denker Ave., north of 204th 
Street.

Border Ave. 
Job Started 
By City Crew

City crews last week started 
cutting Border avenue through 
from 222nd street to Plaza del 
Amo, the first step in the pro­ 
gram to give residents of the 
new Kettler Knolls district an­ 
other access to the downtown 
district of Torrance. Likewise, it 
will give several residents on 
Border a street in front of their 
homes.

Only one-half of the street is 
being graded, the west side, pre­ 
sumably because the Pacific 
Electric right-of-way is involved 
on the east side. This will be 
worked out later, city officials 
have assured.

Also, the paving of Border 
avenue for its full width from 
Plaza del Amo to Santa Fe ave­ 
nue, is in the offing, as residents 
of the new Kettler district now 
have only a "half street" trt 
reach on Lincoln avenue and Ca- 
brillo avenue to get to town.

As residents of the area work 
to got the new Border avenue, 
demand for the opening, widen­ 
ing and paving of Plaza del Amo 
from Border avenue to Western 
avenue has been made. Since 
Western's opening a few months 
ago, it is carrying more and 
more traffic, and Plaza del Amo 
would give residents of West 
Torrance and the Vista High­ 
lands district an access to West­ 
ern avenue without having to 
travel through Torrance cejitral 
district on Carson street or Tor­ 
rance boulevard.

All this fits into the program 
(Continued on Pave Two)

El Nido to ~ 
Have Election 
For Lighting

The El Nido District is sc'hed- 
uled to have its election for for­ 
mation of a. lighting district on 
August. 1, 1950.

Supervisor Raymond V. Darby 
stated Tuesday at the Board of 
Supervisors' meeting that the 
polling place will be at 18311 
Mansell Avenvie, and the election 
officers are Kristina D. Coffey, 
John A. Middleton, Emma S. 
Kirheloc, and Arthur B. Wagner.

The Lighting District will com­ 
prise all of the area, bounded on 
the west and north by the City of 
Redondo Beach, on the south by 
the approximate etension ofx 
Ralston Avenue and by Haw­ 
thorne Avenue on the east.

Peak Hit During
First Six Months

Building permits for 927 new dwelling units were issued 
ift Torrance during the first six months of 1950, according to 
the City Building Department.

If Torrance continues to expand at the rate established 
in the first half of the year, and there is every reason to 
believe it will, the population of the city will be nearly 
30,000 by the beginning of I95I. 

The population increase pro- §>———;—————...........—._ ——————

BUSINESS 
SHOWS NEW 
FAITH HERE

The fact that the chain stores 
and big independent operators 
have renewed their faith in the 
Torrance area, with the coming 
of stability in the labor field, is 
indicated in the development of 
the commercial area.

Roths Market will be the larg- 
j est in the district, representing 
a tremendous investment and em­ 
ploying a half hundred persons.

J. J. Newberry Co. will have 
a store almost'one-third larger 
than the present store, and it will 
be the finest variety store in the 

Ground will be broken today on I area promiisng to bring trade to

vided by the 927 homes started 
this year is 3060, according to 
government figures. This would 
Rive Torrance a population of 
25,300 when the dwellings are 
Occupied.

Building permits for the first 
six months total $6,298:807.

June's approximate tofal was 
$618,798.00, and it included 79 
dwelling units.

In January, permits reached 
a total of $459,000, with 79 
dwelling units.

In February, they totalled $1,- 
100,500, with 171 dwellings 
started.

In March, the total was $1,- 
418,350, with 256 dwellings.

April saw a total of $1.364,775 
in building started, with 248 
dwellings.   *.- **». .-   - >

May's total was $518,502, with 
81 dwellings authorized.

the first of 470 homes north of 
Torrance boulevard west of Cren­ 
shaw boulevard. »

Torrance has 8300 acres of 
land available for residence con­ 
struction, sufficient for a popula­ 
tion of 170,000 at the present 
rate of density of population.

If building such as experienced 
in the past few years continues 
year after year, that figure will 
be reached in 30 years.

That it will continue is pre­ 
dicted due to the fact that Tor­ 
rance is the only city in South­ 
west Los Angeles County with 
that amount of moderately 
priced, good to choice residence 
land.

Best Tulv 4th 
In 26 Years

the 
26

Torrance enjoyed one of 
safest Fourth of July's in 
years, according to Chief of Po­ 
lice John Stroh. Only one acci­ 
dent occurred at Sepulveda and 
Western with one minor injury, 
and one major injury.

Those involved in the accident 
were Andy Olnno, 525 S. Ken- 
more, Los Angeles, and Ila 
Rose Smith of 1803 N. Mariposa.

Torrance from a wide zone. New- 
berry's other nearest big store is 
in San Pedro, and a new one is 
being prepared in Redondo 
Beach.

The Great Atlantic & Pacific 
Tea Company has renewed its 
lease on the Sam Levy property, 
and is enlarging its store in 
preparation for a big super mar­ 
ket here.
  McCowan Drug Stores, occupy­ 
ing a newly completed building, 
haw moved their central ware­ 
house staff to Torrance.

George Binder, who owns the 
new building going up adjoining 
McCowans, has leased three of 
his stores, one to Sidney Kales, 
of Children's Wardrobe, another 
to Lawsons Jewelers, and the 
other to Melody Shops, chain op­ 
erators.

Other development of a similar 
nature is planned for Torrance 
boulevard and on 101 highway.

Drama Course
Courses in Theater Production 

and Fundamentals of Acting are 
being offered at Harbor Jtmior 
College this summer. Actual ex­ 
perience in plays will be gained 
by all students who are enrolled. 
A major production is planned 
for the last week in July.

HPf
PARAMOUNT mni)f«s Hfm

.lark Phillips, "Dutch" IJorlander, and Bill 
Croak, owner* of the Paramount Builder*, Tor- 
ranee's ne\v Building Supply Co., are shown 
moving equipment Into their new location at 
Torrance Blvd., and Madrona. The new business

U In step with the sudden growth of the West 
Torrance are*, and Is located near the new 4AO 
home tmrt which will be under construction 
this week. -PrwMk Photo.


