
Assignment TV
By TERKENCE OTLAHERTY

The tie that binds the tele­ 
vision industry to Hollywood 
is made of film — reels and 
reels of it. Since the firs'. TV ' 
•els began to be plugged into 
walls of the world's living 
rooms, a large part of the en­ 
tertainment has been provided 
by movies — old and laigely 
B movies.

Despite being bedfellows on 
many occasions, the movies 
and television have a mutual 
disrespect for one another that 
is astonishing and childish.

TV has been immensely im­ 
portant to the Hollywood film­ 
land economy. At M-G-M alone 
the filming of television pro­ 
grams has pulled the old lion 
out of the red for the first 
time in years. And some of the 
films-for-TV are better than
th« Hlms-for-theaters.• • •

HOWEVER, one of tele- 
viMon's most distasteful tra­ 
ditions is its disrespect for the 
old movies. The manne.- in 
which they are sliced to rib­ 
bons to make room for old 
commercials is infuriating be- 
caus«> it is so unnecessary. One 
of the major mysteries is how 
television station management 
gets away with this butchery 
day-in-night-out.

Several years ago when 
the M-G-M package was sold to 
Individual stations across the 
country an effort seemed to be
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made to respect the material 
enough to edit it properly. But 
t was not until the networks 
inaugurated their prime time

film showings (Monday Night 
at the \fovies, Saturday Night 
at the Movies, etc.) that films 
u'ot a fair shake on TV. Even 
these have been given some 
bad moments.

ON THE OTHER hand the 
movie industry has never fully 
appreciated itself. In many 
neighborhoods they show their 
wares in movie houses that are 
uncomfortable, dirty, and filled

with mannerless morons eat­ 
ing popcorn. This condition has 
made movies on TV — as bad­ 
ly as they are presented — 
often more palatable than go­ 
ing to the theater to see them. 
Sometimes the wide screen and 
the color aren't enough to out­ 
weigh the discomfort and the 
candy-breaks.

Shortly after the war Holly­ 
wood faced another serious 
problem called "runaway pro­

duction." The rising labor costs 
and union demands drove 
Hollywood producers to for­ 
eign countries to shoot their 
pictures. There they found au­ 
thentic locales, cheaper labor, 
and greater profits. It is still 
continuing although somewhat 
abated because the natives 
learned fast.

DURING THE PAST two TV
seasons the movie industry and

its problems have been the 
subject of some unflattering 
television documentaries and 
Hollywood — like an aging 
beauty looking into a mirror— 
has not reacted favorably. The 
sight of wrinkles, no matter 
how honestly they have been 
won, is never a cause for cele­ 
bration.

Recently "CBS Reports" — 
television's most distinguished 
and reliable documentary se-
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ries — tackled the filmland i 
problems in an hour long lno,i 
at "The Flight From Jolly- 
wood." Many stars, directors 
and producers joined in to dis­ 
cuss the changes in the movie 
industry over the past decade: 
its diversification, its runaway 
problems, the rise of more in­ 
ventive movie makers aboard, 
and the tyranny of the stars.

Despite the competition, 
television and the movies need 
each other. Like two wild ani­ 
mals sharing the same cag« 
they might as well start learn* 
ing to get along because tht 
public who supports both, 
either through the box offict 
or In the purchase of products, 
doesn't reaily carp whether 
they destroy each other or not
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