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County Assessors Split On Home Furnishings Tax

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL  lect than it is worth, and a
Assemblyman, 46th District |few supported the bill

At two sessions of the Cali-; Philip E. Watson, County As-
fornia State Legislature I in- Sessor, Los Angeles County,
troduced a bill eliminating the | SUPPorted the bill and con-

tinues to recommend its pas-

assessment and taxation “‘fsaxc but 1 do not believe we
household furniture and per-'can get it enacted before the
sonal effects in private resi- 1965 General Session. Since
dences. Each time I introduced | 1964 is a budget year, the bill
the bill, there was unorganized |cannot be introduced without
statewide support from the |the
general public. Governor. 1 do not know the
However, most of the county

written approval of the!

jof the assessment and taxation
|or household furnishings and
personal effects in private resi-
dences. 1 have discussed this
many times and will briefly re-
peat my reasons. This tax is in
{the nature of a unisance. It
does not yield enough revenue
to justify its continuance. It is
impossible under any kind of
system so far devised to equit-
ably appraise household furn-
,ishings and personal effects

tax assessors in California op-
posed the bill, appeared in per-
son at the committee hearings,
and urged members of the As-
sembly and State Senators to
vote against it, with the result
that the bill was not enacted |
into law.

personal thinking of Governor |which may represent a great
Brown on this subject, but I|investment on the part of the
do know that the people all |individual property owner but
over California must express | which may have very little or
themselves in letters to the no market value due to the
Governor on this subject or he | personal nature of such items.
will not place it on the agenda | “Almost ten per cent of our
in 1964. budget in the Assessor's Office
of Los Angeles County is de-

e e

that he presently assesses such owner, the same taxpayer in
| property by taking a |wrn-nl—lvnlu~r instance? The answer
age of thy assessed valuation of |logically is ‘ves’! So there would
'lho real property. A few other be no shifting of taxes. The
county assessors use the same ,elimination of the category of
method, the details of which 'household furnishings would
are beyond the scope of this |remove an assessment onerous |
discussion. The remainder of 'both to the taxpayer and the
Ithe statement by Mr. Watson 'assessor.”

follows:

|

It has been my belief for
“The only argument which [many years that in Los An-
has heretofore been presented |geles County the collection of |
against eliminating assessment | the tax on household furnish-
and taxation of household furn- ings and personal effects in
ishings in private residences is private residences not only
the age-old trite and hackneyed |costs more than the revenue
argument that we must prevent 'received, but results in an ac-
erosion of the tax base. I be- tual loss which is made up by
lieve we must now ask ‘Why'? | raising other taxes. Watson ap-
Here is one exemption which |pears to have reached the some
would apply to the public in |conclusion,
general and is vastly different

personal property accurately.

This resulted in many peculiar

Law Will Limit Residents

'],i\'ing in Business Zones

An ordinance prohibiting
both business and residential
uses in buildings in commer
cial zones has been approved

Drafted after several at-
tempts, the ordinance allows
business already established in
apartment buildings or homes

and unfair assessments. Some | by the City Council on its first 'to remain for a period of 10

people were assessed too much
and others too little, but re-

assessed (they were convinced
that the assessment was nei-
ther accurate nor fair.

reading.
| The ordinance requires con-

1gnnllos~ of how they were |ditional use permits for per-

sons wishing to operate a busi-
ness in a building which is
‘predominately residential,

48-Unit ‘Crown Prince’

[Now Under Construction |

Construction of the 48-unit
“Crown Prince” apartment
building in Hawthorne is pro-
ceeding according to schedule,
reports Victor Zaccaglin, presi-

years from the effective date
of the new ordinance,

g 9. e

CITY COUNCILMEN asked
for the ordinance when they
became alarmed at the number
of apartments now being used
for both residential and com-
| mercial purposes. The commer-

cial zones do permit both
apartments and other busi-
nesses.

Couneilman Nicholas Drale,
who had asked to have single-
family homes exempted from
the ordinance, voted yes with
the comment, “It has to come
!back for a second reading.”

Featuring singles and one-
bedroom units, the apartments |
are completely furnished. Utili-
ties are included in the month-
ly rental. Other features include

byt Ty ¥ g LOS ANGELES County As-|voted, even under our im-|from the special interest ex-
SOME OF THE county ass(‘s-'sessor Philip E. Watson testi- |[proved system, to house-|emptions which are presented
sors said that their counties!fied on behalf of the bill be- lhold furniture assessmentsand [to the Legislature each year.
made a profit from a tax on fore the Assembly Interim |less than one per cent of the | AR
household furnishings and per- | Committee on Revenue and |total revenue from ad valorem “EV ER Y homeowner would
sonal effects in private resi-|Taxation, of which 1 am a|property taxation is derived benefit. It may be argued lhat(
dences, others said that they |member, on Nov. 15, 1963, and |therefrom.” the tax would be transferred to
were not certain whether or made the following statement: p BN
not the tax costs more to col- . “I advocate the elimination . WATSON THEN

co
ge
in

explained 'the same person,

started almost 14 years ago
when I was first elected to the
Legislature and began to re-|
ceive mail from people who patterned after

My interest in this subject dent of CalProp Investments,
Inc., owners of the project.
The “Crown Prince” is a con-
temporary apartment building
the 86-unit
mplained that the Los An-|“Americana” recently com-
les County Tax Assessor then |pleted in Torrance. The Tor-
office depended upon part- |rance units were presented a

|owners of real estate. But, isn’t time employes who were hon-!design award by the Chamber
the home-'est but not irained to assess'of Commerce.

a heated swimming pool, a cen-
tral hifi system, and a recre-
ation room. All baths feature
marble topped pullmans, and
kitchens and baths have ceram.
ic tile working surfaces.

The projeet, being built at a
cost of $400,000, is expected to
be ready for occupancy about
{April 1. It is located on Ingle-

The ordinance applies to
commercial zones C-1 and C-2,
and will become effective
|about Feb, 20 if adopted on its
second reading.

wood Avenue at El Segundo
Boulevard, across from the
Hawthorne High campus,
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Same quality as Vodka
selling at $4.19 a fifth

\ OUR SPECIAL PRICE

FROM OUR LIQUOR DEPARTMENT
(TORRANCE STORE ONLY)

'VANYA' VODKA

CHARCOAL FILTERED

FIFTH
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‘OLD GOLD'—10-YEAR-OLD

3% 7.00
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'KITCHEN CHARM'

WAXED
PAPER

100' FOOT CUTTER BOX
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and scuff

Good looking, dust proof

with nickel plated hard-
ware. Train case has mir-
ror and handy tray for
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©® 21" WEEKENDER ® TRAIN CASE

PULLMAN

resistant vinyl,
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FAMOUS 'ZEE'

SANDWICH
BAGS

PACKAGE OF 75

Snecial! GE

$ 88
QUANTITY
LIMITED,
SO SHOP
ONLY EARLY!

® TOP
HAS

SRICES EFFFECTIVE JAN. 23 THRU JAN, 29
DAILY STORE HOURS: 9 AM. - 10 P.M.

eve BLUE CHIP STAMPS
CLOCK RADIO

® WAKES YOU TO MUSIC

HANDY HALF GALLONS

QUALITY G.E. CLOCK
SECOND HAND. SELF

STARTING

©® BUILT-IN ANTENNA

® 4" G.E. 'DYNASCOPE'
SPEAKER

REAM

FAMILY PAK — RICH, CREAMY
ICE CREAM FOR HOME TREATS.

HALF
GALLONS —
ALL FLAVORS

CELLO TAPE

WITH DISPENSER

1000 INCHES

TRANSISTORRADIO

8 TRANSISTOR 'DART'

SIX TRANSISTOR 'DUKE'

WITH CASE,
BARPLUG &
BATTERY
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ELECTRIC BLANKEY

SINGLE CONTROL
DOUBLE BED

Soft, lightweight blanket keeps you saug end
warm. U. L opproved. Your choice of colom.

"CASCO"

THREE
RING

‘. BLUE CANvAS
VRS

{59
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'STYLE' HAIR SPRAY

Never sticky or gummy — leaves hair
natural looking and soft, Reg. $1.49 can

Beauty Aids

FOR LOVELY HAIR AND SKIN

HAND AND BODY LOTIONS AND HAIR SPRAY

17
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BEAUTIFUL HAND
Does wonders for rough hands

AQUAMARINE

LOTION JOHNSON

DRISTAN

COLD TABLETS — REG, 98¢

LISTERINE

14-0Z. BOTTLE — REG. 98¢

BAYER ASPIRIN 53¢

100 5-GRAIN TABLETS

PEPTO BISMO

8-OZ, BOTTLE — REG. 98¢ ... s

BAND AIDS

66
__________________ 9

- 66

REG,
45¢

& JOHNSON PLASTIC STRIPS

® Bulir-ln
Cord Lifv

® Lightweight
® Even Mow
Steom
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EVERSHARP PE

REGULAR $1.98 INK CARTRIDGE PEN

NEW! Schick

$go6s i Sonvnm i 9950 ADHESIVE TAPE 16
rable! JOHNSON & JOHNSON — %“x 5 RS G FOR THOSE WHO PREFER A DOUBLE
conau sSW ABS SCHICK. WITH KRONAPLUS QUAR
'BATHE AND GLO' ok Rea $7.50 1 00 ON POLISHED WOOD STICKS REG. 25¢ 19‘ o e et
Pour it into your bath and be enveloped in lovely, $399 REG. 79¢ ‘
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64 LUSCIOUS COLORS — REGULAR $1.00 EA. BOXES

CRAYOLA CRAYONS 2 $'00

DRUG STORE
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BOTTLE
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HOLIDAY

99
49
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