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A Closer Look

By Ernest Kreiling

Torrance Fire Department mem-

B. C. Slonecker (center) and
cuss safety equipment with

HOLLYWOOD - Those of
us who devote most of our ef-
forts to the study and evalua-
tion of television in America
and who incessantly illuminate
the sins of omission and com-

mission of the broadcasting in- |

dustry are especially obligated,
it seems to me, to bestow upon
these beleaguered people the
recognition due the for a tra-
gically necessary job superbly
done

For almost a century tele-
vision was slowly and pains-
takingly created by hundreds
of scientists and visionary
tinkerers, As eary as 1884 a
German named Nipkow in-
vented a mechanical scanning
device which was crude fore-
runner of a television camera,
Eachyear or two inventive peo-
ple of all nationalities deeded
little touches of their own to
a concept later to be known as
broadcasting. Finally a sophisti.
cated system of picture trans-
mission without wires was de-
veloped and perfected. In the
United States this complex
of technical know-how came to
be an arm of commerce, Only
a slight degree of governmen- |
tal supervision was allowed
and that only to allocate the |
frequencies to be used and to
insure that the entire system
was used in the public “inter-
est, convenience, and neces-
sity.”

- .

FROM TIME to time there
have been clear signs that the
public's interest was sublimit-
ed to the interests of com-
merce, It is toward this failing
that students of the industry
fling the truest and most poi-
sonous slings and arrows.

From time to time we have
seen this electronie creation
serve the public in stalwart
and pioneering ways, eschew-
ing, at least temporarily, the

irrelevant things to which it is |

normally delicated. From time

to time it allows us to become |,

eyewitnesses to history,

Civic Group

Holds Zone

Change Meet

Proposed zone changes and

appointment of committees to |

study various problems of the
area were the main topics of
the Walteria Civic Organization
meeting this week.

Members also heard a report
from the board of directors
concerning the meeting held
with the Planning Commission,

The next meeting will
held Jan, 7 and all Walteria
residents are welcome to at-
tend and jom the organization.

Auctlon Tomorrow

The annual art auction featur-
ing work by Long Beach State
College art students will be
held in Room 102 of Fine Arts
Building No, 4 on campus to-
morrow, From noon until 6
p.m, objects will be auctioned
by faculty members

be |

AT NO TIME in history has
this medium of communica-
tions had deeper personal
meaning to more people than
it did during the shocked,
shameful, sorrowed, and soul-
ful days from Nov. 22, through
Nov. 25. The TV coverage,
| which met the highest stand-
ards of human dignity, was a
costly undertaking for the
broadcasting industry, And it
|isn't to say glibly, “It was their
duty.” Their simple duty could
have been served more simply
\and at far less time, trouble,
{and cost,

While many businesses|
| slowed down, few, if any, came |
|to a total, four-day halt. Radio
|and television, however, ex-
| perienced a four-day loss that
|can never be recovered. Esti-
| mates of the cost to American
| broadcasting industry have
ranged from $30 to $100 mil-
lion, Each of the three great
networks will have incurred
losses close to $3 million,

- - .

STORES AND other estab-
lishments which either closed
lor whose business dried to a
slow trickle will recover part,
| if not all, of their losses. News-
papers continued to be pub-
lished with the support of con-
tinued advertising, I can not
think of a single commercial
enterprise in the nation aside
from radio and televison sta-
tions which incurred a four-day
moratorium of all income.

And this is Income that can
not be recovered. Radio and
television have but one product
to sell, That is time, and time
alone, Once the clock ticks off
60 seconds, those 60 seconds
are gone forever, along with
any revenue that they might
have produced for radio and
TV stations, The broadcasting
industry deserves a full mea-
sure of appreciation from us

AND IN another sense tele-
vision matured during those
days, Until then international
satellite broadcasting was a
some-time thing of transmit-
ting planned events, But on the
days of Mr. Kennedy's funeral
millions of people of 23 for-
eign nations were able to see
live transmissions of portions
{of the procession, specifically
| that between the White House
and St. Matthews Cathedral,
Relay was in the proper posi-
tion for about 29 minutes.

This signals the first time
Russia has carried an Ameri-
can originated event, It was
also fed into the Iron Curtain
| network, Intervision, The pic-
| ture was provided by NBC and
\European correspondents
gathered in the NBC New
York studios to report the
happenings in their own lan-
guages, the narrations being
transmitted by cable or radio
and rejoined with the picture
in Europe,
| As Daily Variety phrased it, |
lit was “TV's performance pin-
nacle.”
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and overseas

Open 7 days

Hellcopter Institute

FLYING SCHOOL OPEN!

commercial helicopter pilot

Job opportunities exist for both domestic

9:00 AM. to 5:30 P.M.

03 Pacific Coast Hwy,
Torrance, California

DA 6-4053
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CYPRESS GARDENS FROZEN
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THE GOLDEN BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA OF NATURAL ZINGG SWISS FLOWERS,
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A Perfect Christmas Gift for Girls and Boys!

o LI RS ¢ ETERTAINING

EXTRA DRY l:resano s ‘. HOLIGAY SMCIALY WHITE ROCK
SILVER BELL GIN v 0id Sunny Brook BEVERAGES

SAVE $2.50! OFFER FOR LIMITED TIME!

WHISKEY $()60
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FROZEN MEATS & FISH

TUREK-MECK FROZEM —VOUR OO
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REDONDO BEACH
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