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I have just returned from a
one-man mission to Miscow. My
expedition was a complete suc-
cess. It was revealing. It was
astonishing. And the confidential
information 1 bring back may
even be frightening.

Now, with all my private data
safely returned to those borders,
it is time to make my intimate
report,

I propose to recount my ad-
ventures and record my findings
faithfully, without any of the
embroidery of fiction so often
resorted to by less sophisticated
travelers,

I shall use none of the erag-
gerations or Herodotus, nor the
inventions of Sir John Mande-
ville. Nor shall I take refuse in
the effortless, moronic cliches
that are the trademarke of cer-
tain of my contemporary journal-
ists who describe their very trip
across the East River as a “task
force.”

No! I, Count Marco, need none
of these centuries-old inventions
in order to trap you into my
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simple tale. For my story is bait
enough.

It is both alarming and fasci-
nating.

It is the story of the Ugly
Duckling translated into Russian.
It is the thrilling and frightening
story of a whole nation of women
in revolt—fighting for their right
to be beautiful—and winning.

First, I carry back with me
from Moscow a warning to the
women of America. Be on your
guard, my fair ladies.

Russia’s women are turning
into beauties!

To be sure, not every Soviet
girl is a modern Helen of Troy.
Some of them are still a little
rough around the edges.

But, on the whole, Russian
girls are now being judged by
their style and allure, and not
their ability to meet the week’s
quota of goat-milk cheese.

The Red they are most inter-
ested in comes in little metal

tubes and is called lipstick—or,
to be more precise, gubnaya
pomada.

Up to now, I have insisted that
Oriental and European ladies are
the great examples of what it
means to be truly alluring.

Now, after my mission to Mos-
cow, I must include Russian
ladies in the world of beauty ex-
plosion. They are oh, so willing
and oh, so ready to welcome to
their newly contoured bosoms
the harassed, unhappy American
male.

Because of the simple fact that
I bring home with me this faith-
ful unvarnished report on the
astonishing attractiveness of Rus-
sian women, I may even be ma-
ligned as a person who is soft on
communism. This, of course, is
preposterous, and I sneer in ad-
vance at such uncouth manifesta-
tions of insecurity. I am not a
creature of the world of politics.
I am a creature of the world of
beauty.

Therefore, my dear American
ladies, I repeat: Beware of your
Soviet sisters. They are on the
march and they are beautiful.

Consider, please, what a wait-
ress in Moscow's faintly elegant

National Hotel told me one grey
and overcast evening

In a low voice she said: “First
I um a woman, second a Soviet
citizen'!

She patted her attractively
bleached hair. “Who wants to|
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